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CITY-OWNED PROPERTY NOMINATIONS 
City-Owned Properties proposed for designation: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with important 
events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once common, 
but is now rare)  

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

201 Alma Street 1, 4, 5 1 

Cistern and Pump House 1, 2 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

201 ALMA STREET 
APN: 120-25-060 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1910-1962 
Summary of Significance: 201 Alma Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of Palo Alto's municipal water system and early water retention planning.  It was 
deemed eligible under Criterion C as an early example of reinforced concrete construction and as a 
distinctive example of a decorated municipal building that embodies the design principles of the City 
Beautiful movement. Under Criterion C, it is also significant as the work of important local builder 
Maurice Couchot. The period of significance represents the period beginning with the building’s 
construction in 1910 and ending in 1962 when Palo Alto discontinued the use of local well water 
supply.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation)  
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 201 Alma Street is significant as a distinctive example of a decorated 
municipal building that embodies the design principles of the City Beautiful movement. It is an early 
example of reinforced concrete construction and is significant for its design by important local 
builder Maurice Couchot. It also is associated with early municipal water retention planning in Palo 
Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1910-1962 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an "Exceptional Building" of pre-eminent 
national or state importance. It is a meritorious work of important local builder Maurice Couchot. 
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CISTERN AND PUMP HOUSE 
APN: N/A (Location to the northwest of the intersection of Palo Alto Avenue and Hale Street) 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1924 
Summary of Significance: Under Criterion A, the Cistern and Pump House was deemed eligible as 
an important part of the Palo Alto municipal water system that was developed from wells beginning 
in 1887. Under Criterion C, the Pump House is significant as one of only two examples in Palo Alto of 
an important Northern California building type in the early 20th century: the decorated utility 
structure that reflects the City Beautiful movement and a sense of civic pride. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation.) 
• Criterion 2 (The structure is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 

important to the city, state, or nation.) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as only one of two remaining early Palo 
Alto decorated utility structures and as an important part of the Palo Alto municipal water system 
that was developed from well sources beginning in 1887. The Cistern and Pump House also 
represents an important Northern California building typology that emerged from the City Beautiful 
Movement. It was designed to express pride in civic and public infrastructure.   
Period of Significance: 1924 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERION 2 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 2: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 

518 Byron Street 2 2 

471 Channing Avenue 2 2 

751 Channing Avenue 2 2 

643 College Avenue 2 2 

252 Cowper Street 2 2 

1464 Emerson Street 2 2 

482 Everett Avenue 2 2 

446 Forest Avenue 2 2 

1011 Fulton Street 2 2 

975 Hamilton Avenue 2 2 

317 High Street 2 2 

323 High Street 2 2 

342 High Street 2 2 

832 Kipling Street 2 2 

426 Palo Alto Avenue 2 2 

245 Ramona Street 2 2 

313 Waverley Street 2 2 

326 Waverley Street 2 2 

333 Waverley Street 2 2 

947 Waverley Street 2 2 

1545 Waverley Street 2 2 

251 Webster Street 2 2 

1235 Webster Street 2 2 

1345 Webster Street 2 2 

669 Channing Avenue  2 3 
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518 BYRON STREET 
APN: 120-03-055 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1918 
Summary of Significance: 518 Byron Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a representative 
of the development of early Palo Alto by middle class families. Under Criterion C, it was found 
eligible as the work of carpenters or builders influenced by traditional building practices and 
published building plans. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to 1902, the year of 
the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
representative of early Palo Alto development, has been omitted as many extant properties express 
this development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey and 
potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 518 Byron Street is significant as a well-preserved example of the square 
cottage typology that was common in early Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1902 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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471 CHANNING AVENUE 
APN: 120-17-090 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1902-1958 
Summary of Significance: 471 Channing Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early single-family development in Palo Alto and the patterns of construction by 
original owner/builders. It was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an example of the Foursquare, a 
common early building type. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1902, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a 
representative of early single-family development and patterns of construction by original 
owner/builders, has been omitted, as many extant properties express this development context and 
this significance may be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a 
historic district. The style has been updated from Queen Anne and Craftsman Bungalow to Colonial 
Revival style Foursquare. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation);  
Statement of Significance: 471 Channing Avenue is significant as an excellent example of the 
Colonial Revival Foursquare house typology in Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1902 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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751 CHANNING AVENUE  
APN: 003-32-060 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1977 
Summary of Significance: 751 Channing Avenue is significant under Criterion A as a representative 
of early single-family development in Palo Alto, and under Criterion C as an early and common 
twentieth-century building type, a two-story square suburban house in the image of a farmhouse.  

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to 1906, the year of 
the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
representative of early single-family development in Palo Alto, has been omitted as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 751 Channing Avenue is significant as an early and well-built American 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Foursquare style building in Palo Alto, with notable Colonial Revival and Prairie influences. The 
building appears to retain a high level of integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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643 COLLEGE AVENUE 
APN: 137-01-102 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1916-1955  
Summary of Significance: 643 College Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as a symbol of 
the time period before automobiles replaced horse and wagon transportation. Under Criterion C, 
the subject property was deemed eligible as one of the most complete extant representations of 
Mayfield's agricultural, pre-automobile past.  While there have been alterations to the porch and the 
barn, the property was found to retain its essential character and historic integrity. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: Front steps and windows likely replaced.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation.) 
Statement of Significance: 643 College Avenue, including both the main residence and rear barn, is 
significant as one of the most complete extant representations of Mayfield's agricultural, pre-
automobile past.  While there have been alterations to the barn, along with the porch and windows 
on the house, the subject building still appears to maintain a high level of integrity.  
Period of Significance: 1916-1955 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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252 COWPER STREET 
APN: 120-14-024 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1967 
Summary of Significance: 252 Cowper Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original street grid of Palo Alto. It is also an important 
representative of houses built from pattern books by the original owner for personal use. Under 
Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as an example of early housing patterns that demonstrated a 
shift from more extravagant houses to smaller single-family homes at the turn of the century. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1906, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a residence 
built within the original street grid of Palo Alto by the original owner/builders for their own use, has 
been omitted as many extant properties express this development context and this significance may 
be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 252 Cowper Street is significant as a residence likely built from a pattern 
book in the Eastern Shingle Cottage style. 
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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1464 EMERSON STREET 
APN: 124-16-033 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936-1950 
Summary of Significance: 1464 Emerson Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a cottage 
court housing type that represents the development of alternative housing forms during the Great 
Depression. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a notable example of the cottage court. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Shutters and a barn-style cupola removed from center; no other alterations 
identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1936, the 
year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 1464 Emerson Street is significant as an example of a well-designed 
cottage court housing type that represents the development of alternative housing forms during the 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Great Depression. The facade has been altered once, including the removal of original shutters. 
However, the building otherwise retains its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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482 EVERETT AVENUE 
APN: 120-14-057 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1903-1955 
Summary of Significance: 482 Everett Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original grid of Palo Alto. Under Criterion C, it was 
deemed eligible as a well-built variation of the typical square cottage type with a projecting wing and 
half-porch. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1903, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has been omitted as many extant properties 
express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey 
and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  Criterion 2 (The structure or site is 
particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or 
nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 482 Everett Avenue is significant as a well-preserved example of the 
square cottage typology that was common in early Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1903 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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446 FOREST AVENUE 
APN: 120-16-043 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1895-1931 
Summary of Significance: 446 Forest Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as one of the 
oldest surviving houses in the original grid of the city and represents the period of its initial 
development. Under Criterion C, it was found eligible as a sophisticated and rare example of the 
Queen Anne/Shingle Style in Palo Alto. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1895, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has been omitted as many extant properties 
express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey 
and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as a rare and early example of a 
shingled Queen Anne style residence in Palo Alto. It retains a high level of integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1895 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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1011 FULTON STREET 
APN: 003-33-036 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1910-1935 
Summary of Significance: 1011 Fulton Street was found significant under Criterion A for its 
association with important patterns of development including the development of Palo Alto's early 
street grid, reliance on rail commute to San Francisco by business executives, and occupancy by 
Stanford University employees. Under Criterion C, it was found significant as a good example of a 
Craftsman bungalow. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1910, the 
year of the building’s construction.  The significance of the property under Criterion A as a residence 
built in Palo Alto’s original street grid, as a representative of the reliance on rail commute to San 
Francisco by business executives, and for its occupancy by Stanford University employees, has been 
omitted as many extant properties express this development context and this significance may be 
better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as a notable example of a Craftsman 
style bungalow with less common use of shingle siding and a prominent gable dormer. 
Period of Significance: 1910 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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975 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-04-019 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1909-1942 
Summary of Significance: 975 Hamilton Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as a unique 
property constructed to serve as an income-producing rental property for a widow who occupied a 
rear cottage. It was also found eligible under Criterion C as an example of an early and notable 
Prairie style residence with stucco cladding. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1909, the 
year of the building’s construction.  The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a unique 
property constructed to serve as an income-producing rental property for a widow who occupied a 
rear cottage, has also been omitted as this significance may be better expressed through the survey 
and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation)  
Statement of Significance: 975 Hamilton Avenue is significant as an early and rare example of a 
stucco clad Prairie-style residence. 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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317 HIGH STREET 
APN: 120-25-104 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1950 
Summary of Significance: 317 High Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original grid of Palo Alto and as a rental house for 
working class families. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a notable variation of the typical 
square cottage type.   

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1908, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto and for its use as rental housing, has been 
omitted, as many extant properties express this development context and this significance may be 
better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 317 High Street is significant as a well-preserved example of the square 
cottage typology that was common in early Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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design, research, and technology 

323 HIGH STREET 
APN: 120-25-103 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1948 
Summary of Significance: 323 High Street was found significant under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built within the original street grid of Palo Alto, and, under 
Criterion C, as a well-built variation of the typical square cottage type.  
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: Fence at property line replaced; no additional alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to be 1904, the year 
of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has been omitted, as many extant properties 
express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey 
and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 323 High Street is significant as an excellent variation of the typical 
square cottage type with Queen Anne and Colonial Revival style detailing.  
Period of Significance: 1904 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

342 HIGH STREET 
APN: 120-25-108 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1925 
Summary of Significance: 342 High Street was found eligible under Criterion A as an early example 
of a single-family residence built in the original grid of Palo Alto, and under Criterion C as a well-built 
variation of the typical Square Cottage type with a projecting half porch. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1901, 
the year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has also been omitted as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 342 High Street is significant as a well-preserved an example of the 
square cottage typology that was common in early Palo Alto. 
Period of Significance: 1901 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

832 KIPLING STREET 
APN: 120-17-025 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1893-1849 
Summary of Significance: 832 Kipling Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family residence built within the original street grid of Palo Alto. Under Criterion 
C, the building was deemed eligible as a well-built example of the Queen Anne style. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: Windows appear to have been replaced. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1893, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has also been omitted as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation);  
Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as a distinctive and stately example of 
the Queen Anne style.  
Period of Significance: 1893 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

426 PALO ALTO AVENUE 
APN: 120-09-059 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1903-1946 
Summary of Significance: 426 Palo Alto Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original street grid of Palo Alto, and under Criterion C as 
a well-built variation on a Craftsman style bungalow with a hipped roof, which is an unusual 
variation of the style. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Some alterations to the front porch; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1901, 
the year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has also been omitted as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as an excellent variation of a 
Craftsman-style bungalow with a hipped roof form, which is a less common variation of the style. 
Period of Significance: 1903 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

245 RAMONA STREET 
APN: 120-25-012 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1944 
Summary of Significance: 245 Ramona Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of boarding houses developed by widows, along with the development of private 
lodging for Stanford University students and the development of multi-unit housing in proximity to 
the new University Avenue streetcar line. Under Criterion C, it was found eligible as an example of a 
large boarding house. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Base of porch piers have been resurfaced with stone or tile; windows and 
porch piers replaced.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1908, the 
year of the building’s construction. The building’s style has also been updated from Colonial 
Revival/Medieval Castle to Craftsman Foursquare.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 245 Ramona Street is significant as a unique architectural variation on 
the Foursquare housing type with Craftsman stylistic influences and large projecting boxed corners 
at the upper floor. While it was likely built from a pattern book, this form with projecting upper 
corners is less common than more typical forms with a simple box shape.   
Period of Significance: 1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

313 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-14-083 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1902 
Summary of Significance: 313 Waverly Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early development patterns in Palo Alto, and specifically for its role in the 
development of early affordable rental housing options. It was also deemed eligible under Criterion 
C as a distinctive house with notably diminutive characteristics. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1902, the 
year of the building’s construction, and the style has been updated from Colonial Revival to Dutch 
Colonial Revival.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 313 Waverly Street is significant as an early example of the Dutch 
Colonial style in Palo Alto that was likely built from a pattern book.  
Period of Significance: 1902 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

326 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-14-086 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1976 
Summary of Significance: 326 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original grid of Palo Alto. Under Criterion C, it was 
deemed eligible as a distinctive example of the typical square cottage type with Queen Anne 
characteristics. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1901, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, has also been omitted, as many extant 
properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through 
the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 326 Waverley Street is significant as an excellent variation of the local 
square cottage house type with Queen Anne characteristics. 
Period of Significance: 1901 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

333 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-14-080 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1930 
Summary of Significance: 333 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family house built in the original grid of Palo Alto, and for its early use as a 
boarding house for students. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible for its unique stylistic 
combination of Queen Anne and bungalow characteristics. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1906, 
the year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto and for its use as a boarding house, has been 
omitted, as many extant properties express this development context and this significance may be 
better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 333 Waverley Street is significant as an early and unique house form that 
combines elements of Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and the bungalow form through its cross 
cabled roof, fish scale shingles at the upper gables, and a covered front porch with full-width 
dormers.  
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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947 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-17-060 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1903-1960s 
Summary of Significance: 947 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A for its 
association with important patterns of development in Palo Alto, including development within the 
original grid, and for the connection between Palo Alto and Stanford University. It was also found 
significant under Criterion C as a common early building type, the Colonial Revival Foursquare. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1903, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto and for the connection between Palo Alto and 
Stanford University, has been omitted as many extant properties express this development context 
and this significance may be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a 
historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as an early and excellent example of 
the American Foursquare style in Palo Alto with influences of Craftsman, Colonial Revival, and Prairie 
styles.  
Period of Significance: 1903 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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1545 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 124-07-026 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1909-1919 
Summary of Significance: 1545 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A for its 
association with important patterns of development in Palo Alto as one of the earliest residences 
built in the Seale Addition, and for its erection by contractor John Taylor, who owned and built the 
property as his personal residence. The subject property was also deemed significant for 
demonstrating the connection between Palo Alto and Stanford University as the residence of Jesse 
Sears, a prominent Stanford University professor of education. In addition, it was found eligible 
under Criterion C as an unusual house type with a box shape and a mixture of stylistic influences. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1909, the 
year of the building’s construction. Mention of the Criterion A significance related to the building’s 
ability to demonstrate the close connection between Palo Alto and Stanford University has been 
omitted, as many Palo Alto buildings were occupied by Stanford University professors like Jesse 
Sears, and therefore the subject residence does not represent his contributions to society. 
 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 1545 Waverley Street is significant as a unique housing type with a 
mixture of stylistic influences, including features of the Queen Anne and Colonial Revival. 
Period of Significance: 1909 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 













 

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  

Imagining change in historic environments through 
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251 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-02-032 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1907-1910 
Summary of Significance: 251 Webster Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as the home of 
John B. Wideman, who was the owner of a successful Palo Alto family business in the first half of the 
twentieth century. It also represents the population growth of Palo Alto after the 1906 earthquake 
and the development of the city around the time that the streetcar line opened on University 
Avenue. 251 Webster Street was also deemed eligible under Criterion C as an example of a common 
variation of a typical Palo Alto house type that mixed familiar forms and finishes of the square 
cottage and Craftsman styles. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: The window or vent in the gable peak was replaced and enlarged. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1907, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a residence 
built during the boom of construction after the streetcar line was built, has been omitted, as many 
extant properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed 
through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 251 Webster Street is significant as a unique variation of the square 
cottage house type in Palo Alto, with combined stylistic elements of Queen Anne and Craftsman 
architectural features.  The subject building retains sufficient integrity despite a window alteration at 
the gable end.  
Period of Significance: 1907 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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1235 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-07-037 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1907-1955 
Summary of Significance: 1235 Webster Street was found significant under Criterion A as a property 
that illustrates the early relationship between the initial development of Palo Alto with the existence 
of Stanford University. Under Criterion C, the building was deemed eligible as a good example of the 
airplane bungalow, a distinctive building type.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1907, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for its 
relationship between the initial development of Palo Alto and the presence of Stanford University, 
has been omitted as many extant properties express this development context and this significance 
may be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 1235 Webster Street exhibits a unique residential form that combines 
stylistic elements of a simple shingle cottage with hipped roof and an airplane bungalow-style upper 
sleeping porch, although it is unclear whether the upper sleeping porch is original to construction.  
The building appears to retain integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1907 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1345 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-07-076 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1935 
Summary of Significance: 1345 Webster Street was found significant under Criterion A, as an 
unusually large example of an early Palo Alto house with several highly distinguished early owners 
including Ellwood P. and Helen Van Hyem Cubberley, and under Criterion C as a distinctive example 
of the Colonial Revival style in Palo Alto. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1933, the 
year of the building’s construction, and the style has been revised from Colonial Revival to Dutch 
Colonial Revival. The Criterion A significance that was identified in the 2001 Survey, related to the 
building’s ownership by distinguished citizens of Palo Alto, has been omitted. The residence was 
occupied by the prominent Stanford University educator and donor Ellwood P. Cubberley and his 
wife Helen Van Hyem Cubberley for the span of only one year. 1345 Webster Street does not have 
a sufficient association with the contributions by the Cubberleys related to either Palo Alto or 
Stanford University. 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 1345 Webster Street is significant as a distinctive example of the Dutch 
Colonial Revival style in Palo Alto.  
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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669 CHANNING AVENUE 
APN: 120-05-014 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1896-1938 
Summary of Significance: 669 Channing Avenue was deemed eligible under Criteria A and C. Under 
Criterion A, it represents early patterns of development of single-family homes in Palo Alto, and the 
fluctuating housing conditions present in the late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries in Palo Alto 
as the building alternated between a single-family residence and lodging for multiple tenants every 
few years. Under Criterion C, the subject building was deemed eligible as a building type designed in 
the image of an urban rowhouse. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced, foundations clad in stone, loss of ornamentation at the 
gable peak and window framing. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1896, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for 
representing early patterns of development of single-family homes in Palo Alto and the fluctuating 
housing conditions present in the late nineteenth to early twentieth centuries in Palo Alto, has also 
been omitted, as many extant properties express this development context and this significance 
may be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 669 Channing Avenue is significant as an early Queen Anne style 
residence. The facade has been altered in several ways, including replacement of original windows 
and removal of ornamentation at the gable end and upper corners at the window frames. However, 
the building retains its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree for consideration as 
contributing building to overall neighborhood architectural context. 
Period of Significance: 1896 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
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CRITERIA 2 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 5: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
 

Address Criteria  Category 
570 Coleridge Avenue 2, 5 2 
1620 Cowper Street 2 ,5 2 
2150 Cowper Street 2, 5  2 
75 Crescent Drive 2, 5 2 
731 Emerson Street 2, 5 2 
855 Hamilton Avenue 2, 5 2 
469 Homer Avenue 2, 5 2 
411 Lytton Avenue 2, 5 2 
1056 University Avenue 2, 5 2 
385 Waverley Street 2, 5 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
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570 COLERIDGE AVENUE 
APN: 124-02-004 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1926-1932 
Summary of Significance: 570 Coleridge Avenue was found eligible under Criteria A and C. Under 
Criterion A, the building represents the intention of developers of the Seale Addition to establish a 
residential development park for the middle to upper-middle class. Under Criterion C, the building is 
a notable example of the Tudor Revival style as designed by Birge Clark. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1926, the 
year of the building’s construction. The identified Criterion A significance was omitted as the subject 
building was not the first or last large residential building erected in the Seale Addition and is not 
known to have served as a catalyst for the development of the neighborhood. The identification of 
the neighborhood as typical of a historic residence park of the early twentieth century would be 
better represented through identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The building or architect was important) 

Statement of Significance: 570 Coleridge Avenue is significant as a work by prominent local Palo 
Alto architect Birge Clark. It is a rare example of Clark’s work in the Tudor Revival style, as he 
primarily worked in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. 
Period of Significance: 1926 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1620 COWPER STREET 
APN: 124-08-085 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1931-1944 
Summary of Significance: 1620 Cowper Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a 
representation of development in the Seale Addition. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as an 
impressive example of the English Tudor Revival style designed by Charles K. Sumner, a prominent 
local architect who was prolific in Palo Alto and Stanford.   
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1931, the 
year of the building’s construction. Mention of the Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 
Survey has been omitted, as the subject building was not the first or last large residential building 
erected in the Seale Addition and is not known to have served as a catalyst for the development of 
the neighborhood. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 



Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation 
Page 2 of 2 
 

PAGE & TURNBULL   170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
Statement of Significance: 1620 Cowper Street is significant for its English Tudor Revival style 
designed by the architect-of-merit Charles K. Sumner.  
Period of Significance: 1931 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2150 COWPER STREET 
APN: 124-10-005 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936-1967 
Summary of Significance: 2150 Cowper Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of housing owned by business executives commuting to San Francisco. Under 
Criterion C, the subject property is a fine example of the Colonial Revival style designed by Leslie I. 
Nichols. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: Ivy removed from the exterior; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1936, the 
year of the building’s construction. The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 Survey has also 
been omitted, as the subject building was not the earliest nor the most representative example of 
commuter housing from the Peninsula to San Francisco, and the property is not individually 
significant for this association.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 
of life important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 2150 Cowper Street is significant as a Colonial Revival design by 
important local architect Leslie I. Nichols. The building appears to retain a high level of integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

75 CRESCENT DRIVE 
APN: 003-09-006 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1928-1944 
Summary of Significance: 75 Crescent Drive was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative example of the development and intentions of Crescent Park. Under Criterion C, it 
was found to be a good example of the Monterey Colonial Revival style. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: There is an addition at the west (left) side and rear; construction in 2019 re-
stuccoed, reroofed, and replaced windows, with some windows removed where the addition was 
added. However, replacement was done in-kind, and the building retains its original appearance. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1928, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a 
representative of the development of Crescent Park, has been omitted, as many extant properties 
express this development context and this significance may be better expressed through the survey 
and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 75 Crescent Drive is significant as the work of important local architect 
Wilbur Harrison and builder H.H. Dabinett in the Monterey Revival Style.  
Period of Significance: 1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

731 EMERSON STREET 
APN: 120-27-071 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1896-1970 
Summary of Significance: 731 Emerson Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of several patterns: early single-family development in Palo Alto, the provision of 
housing for lodgers and boarders in dwellings, and the development of both speculative and 
personal residences by contractors and builders. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a 
distinctive example of the Queen Anne style and as a work of the important local builder H.L. 
Upham. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1896, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A for being 
exemplary of early development and housing patterns in Palo Alto has been omitted, as many 
extant properties express this development context and this significance may be better expressed 
through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 731 Emerson Street is significant as an early and notable example of the 
Queen Anne style that was built by important local builder H.L. Upham.  
Period of Significance: 1896 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

855 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-03-033 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1915-1931 
Summary of Significance: 855 Hamilton Avenue was found significant under Criterion A for 
representing the construction of grand houses in Palo Alto by retired or widowed Midwesterners, 
and under Criterion C as an imposing example of an impressive Period Revival style residence. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced; front door possibly replaced; no additional alterations 
identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The building’s significance related to the history of large 
houses constructed by retired Midwesterners has been omitted, as this would be better expressed 
through an association between the property and a specific person. The period of significance is 
revised to 1915, the year of the building’s construction. The name of the architect has been revised 
to Charles K. Sumner (instead of Charles S. Kaiser) to reflect the name by which Sumner was better 
known, and the name under which the most prolific period of his career was undertaken. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 

Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as a work of the notable local architect 
Charles K. Sumner and the builders Collman & Duncan. It is an imposing example of a Period Revival 
style residence and retains a high level of integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1915 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

469 HOMER AVENUE 
APN: 120-16-051 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1954 
Summary of Significance: 469 Homer Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as an example of 
single-family development in the original grid of Palo Alto, and under Criterion C as an early 
Craftsman bungalow and the work of Charles E. Hodges, one of the earliest architects in Palo Alto 
and the University Architect of Stanford University. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1906, the 
year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 469 Homer Avenue is significant as a notable Craftsman bungalow 
designed by Charles E. Hodges, one of Palo Alto's earliest architects and the University Architect of 
Stanford University.  
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

411 LYTTON AVENUE 
APN: 120-14-076 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1910 
Summary of Significance: 411 Lytton Avenue was found significant under Criterion A as an early 
example of a single-family residence built in the original street grid of Palo Alto, and for 
demonstrating the early connection between Palo Alto and Stanford, as its first two residents were 
Stanford University faculty members. Under Criterion C, the building was found eligible as a 
distinctive example of the typical square cottage type built by the important early builder J.W. Wells. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Front fence repaired; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1933, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, for being 
constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto, and for its connection to Stanford University, 
has been omitted as many extant properties express this development context and this significance 
may be better expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 

Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant as an example of the typical early Palo 
Alto square cottage housing type as designed by the significant local builder J.W. Wells. 
Period of Significance: 1901 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1056 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 
APN: 003-05-026 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1927-1931 
Summary of Significance: 1056 University Avenue was deemed eligible under Criteria A and C as the 
architect-designed personal residence of Joseph L. Stewart. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1927, the 
year of the building’s construction.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 1056 University Avenue is significant as the self-designed personal 
residence of notable Bay Area architect Joseph L. Stewart, and as an excellent example of the 
Spanish Colonial Revival style. 
Period of Significance: 1927 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

385 WAVERLEY SREET 
APN: 120-14-078 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1910 
Summary of Significance: 385 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early single-family development within the original street grid of Palo Alto. Under 
Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a distinctive example of the typical square cottage type 
designed by important early builder J.W. Wells. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: no alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1901, 
the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation);  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 

Statement of Significance: 385 Waverley Street is significant as an early square cottage house type 
and as the work of an important early Palo Alto builder J.W. Wells.  
Period of Significance: 1901 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 2 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 6: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of life 
important to the city, state or nation)  

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

162 Bryant Street 2, 6 2 

1590 California Avenue 2, 6 2 

825 Kipling Street 2, 6 2 

1757 Park Boulevard 2, 6 2 

530 Webster Street  2, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

162 BRYANT STREET 
APN: 120-24-038 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1950 
Summary of Significance: 162 Bryant Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of the establishment of Palo Alto in its first two decades by middle-class families. 
Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a representative of the work of carpenters or builders 
who were influenced by traditional practices and published building plans. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1908, the 
year of the building’s construction. The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 Survey has 
been omitted as the subject building is not known to have served as a catalyst for early middle-class 
development. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 162 Bryant Street is significant as an elaborate example of an early 
common square cottage house type built from published building plans. It features stylistic 
elements of the Edwardian era that combine Colonial Revival and Queen Anne characteristics. It 
retains a high level of integrity and craftsmanship. 
Period of Significance: 1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1590 CALIFORNIA AVENUE 
APN: 137-05-066 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1912-1950 
Summary of Significance: 1590 California Avenue was found significant under Criterion A for 
representing the early development of the former town of Mayfield, and under Criterion C as a good 
example of a Craftsman style bungalow.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The building’s association with the early development of 
the former town of Mayfield, due to its early date of construction, has been omitted as this building 
has not been determined to be the earliest building built or to have served as a catalyst for the 
construction of other nearby residences. The style and type of building has been clarified as a 
Craftsman style square cottage. The period of significance is revised to 1912, the year of the 
building’s construction. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
Statement of Significance: 1590 California Avenue is an excellent example of a Craftsman style 
square cottage residential building and demonstrates good architectural detailing representative of 
the period. 
Period of Significance: 1912 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

825 KIPLING STREET 
APN: 120-17-021 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1898-1916 
Summary of Significance: 825 Kipling Street was found significant under Criterion A for its 
association with the original residential development of Palo Alto, and under Criterion C as one of 
the most elaborate versions of a square cottage with Queen Anne style features to be constructed in 
the late nineteenth century in Palo Alto. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The building’s association with the original residential 
development of Palo Alto has been omitted and the period of significance is revised to consist of 
1898, the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 

Statement of Significance: 825 Kipling Street is significant as one of the most elaborate early square 
cottages in Palo Alto that uses Queen Anne style detailing and is reminiscent of several typical 
pattern book designs of the late nineteenth century that used the diagonal projecting wing plan. The 
building illustrates the familiarity of local builders with the popular pattern book designs of the day. 
Period of Significance: 1898 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1757 PARK BOULEVARD 
APN: 124-25-039 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1919 
Summary of Significance: 1757 Park Boulevard was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a 
representative of early development patterns in the Evergreen Park subdivision. Under Criterion C, it 
was deemed eligible as a variation of the common early Palo Alto building type, the two-story box. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1904, the 
year of the building’s construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a 
representative of early development patterns in the Evergreen Park subdivision, has been omitted, 
as many extant properties express this development context and this significance may be better 
expressed through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation);  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 1757 Park Boulevard is significant as an excellent and early example of 
the Foursquare house type with Colonial Revival and Prairie style characteristics. It was constructed 
with high quality materials and retains a high level of integrity and architectural character. 
Period of Significance: 1904 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

530 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-03-059 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1928-1932 
Summary of Significance: 530 Webster Street was found significant under Criterion A for its 
connection to a prolific period of apartment construction in Palo Alto in the late 1920s, and under 
Criterion C as an excellent example of a middle-class garden apartment of the 1920s. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1928, the 
year of the building’s construction, as this date encompasses both the building’s association with the 
construction of apartment buildings in Palo Alto and its architectural significance. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 



Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation 
Page 2 of 2 
 

PAGE & TURNBULL   170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154 

Statement of Significance: 530 Webster Street represents a significant increase in apartment 
building construction in Palo Alto in the late 1920s and is an excellent example of a 1920s garden 
apartment building for the middle-class that incorporates a mixture of Spanish Colonial Revival and 
Mission Revival style design elements that are unusual for an apartment building in Palo Alto.  
Period of Significance: 1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 














