From: Lad Wilson

To: Historic Resources Board

Cc: French, Amy

Subject: Objection to Historic Nomination of 334 and 342 High Street
Date: Saturday, November 4, 2023 2:51:11 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_ Learn why this is

important
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Members of the Historic Resources Board,

Please see the attached letter stating my objection to have the Board nominate my properties at
334 and 342 High Street.

Thank you in advance of your consideration.

Sincerely, Carlyle "Lad" Wilson
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11/3/2023

Palo Alto Historic Resources Board
Via email: hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org

Re: 2023 Historic Resources Reconnaissance Survey Project
Dear Board Members,

My name is Carlyle “Lad” Wilson. | own two of the properties that the Historic Resources Board (HRB) is
considering for nomination to the Palo Alto Historic Inventory at its November 9 hearing: 334 and 342
High Street. These two properties have been in my family for 63 years. We have taken good care of
them throughout the time that we have been stewards of these properties, as well as several others on
the same block.

| understand that the City hired Page & Turnbull to evaluate a number of properties that were identified
in the 1997-2001 Palo Alto Survey Update, including my two properties on High Street. As you know,
these properties are located near the heart of downtown Palo Alto, one of the most desirable and
expensive real estate markets in the United States - maybe the world. Needless to say, | am concerned
what effect this designation will have the continued viability of my properties. Their location near the
intersection of University Avenue and Alma Street, as well as the Palo Alto Caltrain Station, make them
potentially valuable for redevelopment with higher-density, transit-centered uses. In this era of high
energy prices, increased traffic congestion, and climate change, the City should be doing what it can to
encourage this type of development in downtown Palo Alto.

First, although | appreciate these two properties and | have done my level best to maintain them in a
historically appropriate manner, | do not think that either one rises to the level of individual significance.
Furthermore, they are stranded on a block that is otherwise given over to later commercial
development. There are several better examples across the street from my property, and the
surrounding blocks all have higher quality and better-preserved examples of early twentieth century
residential architecture.

Second, | am wondering if 334 and 342 High Street are designated for listing in the Historic Inventory if |
will be allowed to either demolish or move them if | or my family decide to redevelop our property with
higher-density uses. If this is the case, are there any actual financial benefits available that would help
incentivize the retention of these two properties? | am somewhat familiar with the federal rehabilitation
tax credits, but | do not think that these would apply to my properties if they are listed in the local
inventory. Also, is the City prepared to offer real property tax relief if | am unable to redevelop such
highly valued real estate?




I know that it is late in the game to register my objection to my two properties being listed in the
Historic Inventory, but we did not receive much notice throughout this process, which has honestly been
rather opaque and perfunctory. Please accept this letter as registering my opposition to 334 and 342
High Street being listed in the Palo Alto Historic Inventory.

Sincerely,




From: Darlene Yaplee

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City; Darlene E. Yaplee; Don

Subject: Palo Alto Historical Inventory - Objection Letter for 845 Waverley Street

Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 12:39:15 PM
Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Historical Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input for your consideration on our property’s potential

nomination for listing on the Palo Alto Historical Inventory.

This email conveys our objection to any such listing/inclusion for our property at 845 Waverley

Street.

We love our home which is why we purchased it. We just do not want to be part of the Palo Alto

Historical Inventory program and its implications.

SB-9 not applicable

Our property is zoned R-2 and is therefore exempt from SB-9 sub-division. If a
motivation to make our home historic is to exempt it from SB-9, it is already exempt.

Incentives not applicable or of interest

Our property is already upgraded and we do not plan on future building, so the
residential incentives available on the website are not applicable.

We disregard any not yet available incentives or concepts which are unfunded or
unapproved.

Impact to home salability
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Our realtor has extensive experience buying and selling Palo Alto properties, and has
advised us that the restrictions on potential/future development resulting from a
historic designation can lower resale value by 10-20 percent.

“Board Member Wimmer said she talked to some of the realtors trying to get their
perspective on what it means to have a house that’s listed on an inventory, in terms of
salability. They have said it narrows the buying pool and it is seen as a negative thing.”

(HRB retreat minutes, July 28, 2023)

Added restrictions and requirements

We do not want our property to have more restrictions and requirements above and
beyond the City’s already rigorous and lengthy permit approval process.

We want to live in an 1800’s home, not live in the 1800’s

For example, historical homes can have solar panels, but not on the front of the house,
this is where the sun is and where we have placed our panels for eco reasons.

Homeowner choice

For most people, their home is their most consequential asset. Palo Alto voters in 2000
sent a clear message to the City Council to let the homeowners decide by defeating
Measure G.

“We don’t suspect the council would designate a property to the inventory over the
objections of the property owners, French said.” (Palo Alto Weekly, November 3, 2023)

Sincerely,


https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/files/assets/public/v/1/agendas-minutes-reports/agendas-minutes/historic-resources-board/2023/hrb-10.12-minutes-7.28.2023.pdf
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/morgue/news/2000_Mar_10.PRESERVA.html
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/weekly/morgue/news/2000_Mar_10.PRESERVA.html
https://www.paloaltoonline.com/news/2023/10/30/palo-alto-homeowners-push-back-against-proposed-historical-designations

Darlene Yaplee and Don Jackson

Homeowners - I



From: mike pitman

To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy; icastellano@m-group.us
Cc: Antoinette Rector

Subject: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 5:11:27 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_ Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRB:

My Mother, Marie Antoinette Rector (cc'd here), is the owner of the home at 313 Waverley St.
in Palo Alto. You may also see her name in the title history as Marie Antoinette Pitman,
which was her name from a previous marriage. We recently learned that the HRB is
considering adding 313 Waverley to the historic inventory - although we received no formal
notice from HRB or the City. We were surprised that this process has gone this far with no
apparent effort to give specific notice to the owner, much less any effort to explain the criteria
for, or the consequences of, a historic designation. Given the opacity with which the process
is being implemented, we are not in a position to agree to any change to the designation of 313
Waverley, and specifically object to 313 Waverley being added to the historic register.

This email serves as our clear objection to 313 Waverley's nomination for the HRB and City
Council’s review and consideration.

Please note our objection to the nomination/designation on the record during any meeting
during which you consider the issue as we are not confident we have received notice of all
relevant meetings.

Please let me know if we have to submit an objection in some other way, or if you have any
other questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Mike Pitman
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From: Alana Karen

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City; Michael Popek

Subject: Objection to Historical Designation - 959 Waverley
Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 7:29:06 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello Palo Alto City & City Council,

We understand our house, 959 Waverley St, is coming under consideration for historical status
at an 11/9 Historical Resources meeting. Thank you for sending this information in advance,
as we object to our home being considered.

We have lived in this house since 2011, and we have not pursued historical status. While there
is a plaque outside, we understood this to be at our discretion whether to pursue further and we
did not. We, in fact, understood it to be a long shot to get historical status given William
Shockley was a known eugenicist who lived in the house as a child. So we were very surprised
to learn our home would be under consideration via the city, and we do not wish it to be.

We already incur various costs and issues with having an old home including odd wiring and
poor materials previously used. In addition to that burden, the additional cost and approvals
occurred with even doing interior work for an official historical home will be an on-going
impediment to our family of five. While we fully intend to respect the historical status and not
make major changes to our structure, we cannot afford lengthy approvals and restrictions
especially given the already rigorous permitting process in Palo Alto. We're also concerned
that given market uncertainty, historical status would be considered an impediment to a
housing sale (or lead to a reduced sales price) if we did need to sell at any point.

While we understand the criteria used to consider our home, and we agree the house is a good
example of early Palo Alto architecture, we ask that you take our objections into
consideration and not move forward with forcing historical status upon our home against our
interests. We will continue to respect this property and its significance without that additional
burden to our family.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Michael Popek & Alana Karen

Palo Alto, CA 94301
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From: Bryan Mazlish

To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy

Cc: Sarah Kimball

Subject: 11/9/23 HRB Meeting, Agenda 2 Public Comment -- 951 Hamilton Owner Objection
Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 8:59:55 PM

Attachments: 951 Hamilton Homeowner Obiection.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_, Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Amy,

Please find attached our written public comment regarding the 2023 Reconnaissance Survey
Nomination of our home at 951 Hamilton Ave. Please include the attached letter as a public
comment for the upcoming HRB meeting.

Kindly confirm receipt of this email and the submission of the letter to the public comment
docket at your convenience.

Best regards,
Bryan
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951 Hamilton Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94301
bmazlish@gmail.com

sarah.kimballmaz@gmail.com
917-748-1687

November 5, 2023

Palo Alto Historic Resources Board
285 Hamilton Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Re: 951 Hamilton Ave homeowner objection to listing in Historic Registers

Dear Ms. French,

Thank you for sharing the 2023 HRB Nomination and DPR for our home at 951 Hamilton Ave.
We read these materials as well as the further documentation presented on the 2023 Historic
Resource Reconnaissance Survey Project Webpage. Following this review, we wanted to transmit
our clear objection to the nomination for the HRB and City Council’s review and
consideration of our property, 951 Hamilton Ave, to any of the proposed Historic Registers
including the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historic
Resources, and the Palo Alto Historic Inventory. We very much appreciate the historic

character of our home and preserved much of it when we undertook a significant renovation in
2019-2020.

Please let us know if you have any questions and thank you in advance for communicating this letter
to the HRB as a public comment for the November 9, 2023 meeting.

Kind regards,

Por 7BVl ol

Bryan Mazlish & Sarah Kimball
Owners, 951 Hamilton Ave






Palo Alto, CA 94301

November 5, 2023

Palo Alto Historic Resources Board
285 Hamilton Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Re: 951 Hamilton Ave homeowner objection to listing in Historic Registers

Dear Ms. French,

Thank you for sharing the 2023 HRB Nomination and DPR for our home at 951 Hamilton Ave.
We read these materials as well as the further documentation presented on the 2023 Historic
Resource Reconnaissance Survey Project Webpage. Following this review, we wanted to transmit
our clear objection to the nomination for the HRB and City Council’s review and
consideration of our property, 951 Hamilton Ave, to any of the proposed Historic Registers
including the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historic
Resources, and the Palo Alto Historic Inventory. We very much appreciate the historic

character of our home and preserved much of it when we undertook a significant renovation in
2019-2020.

Please let us know if you have any questions and thank you in advance for communicating this letter
to the HRB as a public comment for the November 9, 2023 meeting.

Kind regards,

For Bl Xt
Bryan Mazlish & Sarah Kimball

Ovner,



From: Erench, Amy

To: Bryan Mazlish; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Sarah Kimball; Dao, Veronica; Isabel Castellano

Subject: RE: 11/9/23 HRB Meeting, Agenda 2 Public Comment -- 951 Hamilton Owner Objection
Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 9:56:40 PM

Hello Bryan,

Received - and sharing with staff member who receives public comments for HRB meetings and our
outreach consultant.

From: Bryan Mazlish |||

Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 8:59 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy
<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>

ce: Saran kimbo! |

Subject: 11/9/23 HRB Meeting, Agenda 2 Public Comment -- 951 Hamilton Owner Objection

Some people who received this message don't often get email from bmazlish@gmail.com. Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hi Amy,

Please find attached our written public comment regarding the 2023 Reconnaissance Survey
Nomination of our home at 951 Hamilton Ave. Please include the attached letter as a public
comment for the upcoming HRB meeting.

Kindly confirm receipt of this email and the submission of the letter to the public comment docket at
your convenience.

Best regards,
Bryan
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From: Erench, Amy

To: mike pitman; Historic Resources Board; icastellano@m-group.us
Cc: Antoinette Rector

Subject: RE: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Date: Sunday, November 5, 2023 10:03:31 PM

Attachments: WaverleySt 313.pdf

Hello Mike,

| am acknowledging receipt of your email.
| am sorry to learn you have not received our notices.
Please see the attached nomination form and DPR form for 313 Waverley.

From: mike pitman

Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 5:11 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy
<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us

ce: Antoinette Recto -

Subject: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
Important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRB:

My Mother, Marie Antoinette Rector (cc'd here), is the owner of the home at 313 Waverley St. in
Palo Alto. You may also see her name in the title history as Marie Antoinette Pitman, which was her
name from a previous marriage. We recently learned that the HRB is considering adding 313
Waverley to the historic inventory - although we received no formal notice from HRB or the City.
We were surprised that this process has gone this far with no apparent effort to give specific notice
to the owner, much less any effort to explain the criteria for, or the consequences of, a historic
designation. Given the opacity with which the process is being implemented, we are not in a
position to agree to any change to the designation of 313 Waverley, and specifically object to 313
Waverley being added to the historic register.

This email serves as our clear objection to 313 Waverley's nomination for the HRB and City Council’s
review and consideration.

Please note our objection to the nomination/designation on the record during any meeting during
which you consider the issue as we are not confident we have received notice of all relevant
meetings.

Please let me know if we have to submit an objection in some other way, or if you have any other
guestions or concerns.

Thanks,

Mike Pitman
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PAGE&TURNBULL

313 WAVERLEY STREET
APN: 120-14-083

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1902

Summary of Significance: 313 Waverly Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a
representative of early development patterns in Palo Alto, and specifically for its role in the
development of early affordable rental housing options. It was also deemed eligible under Criterion
C as a distinctive house with notably diminutive characteristics.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1902, the
year of the building's construction, and the style has been updated from Colonial Revival to Dutch
Colonial Revival.

:(-’g' 3

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation)
Statement of Significance: 313 Waverly Street is significant as an early example of the Dutch
Colonial style in Palo Alto that was likely built from a pattern book.

Period of Significance: 1902

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of California — The Resources Agency
| DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

PRIMARY RECORD .
Other Listings______ e
ReviewCode  Reviewer_ S Date
Page 1 of 6 _ *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _313 Waverley St
P1. Other Identifier:_313 Waverley St
P2. Location: O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5' Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date _1991 T__;R__;__ Y% of ___% of Sec_; B.M.
c. Address_313 Waverley St City Palo Alto Zip _94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate} APN 120 14 083
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The following description addresses the building at 313 Waverley in terms of its structure, plan, and appearance. The structure
and plan are described using three sources of information (1949 Assessment Record prepared by the Tax Assessor, Sanborn
maps, and current survey information — photographs, Field Notes form, and site visits from 1998 and 1999). The description
of the structure and plan is presented for two phases in the building’s history. The building is presented as it was built or as
it was at the earliest time warranted by the information available. Second, the building is presented as it has changed, up to
the present (1999).

This is a small, 1%.-story structure with a 10-by-12-foot basement and an upper floor enclosed by a gambrel roof. It is a balloon-
frame structure on a concrete wall foundation. The frame is enclosed by V-groove siding, provided with a finer texture by means
of a horizontal decorative groove along the center of each board. The gables are clad in fishscale shingles. Fenestration consists

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)_HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building O Structure O Object O Site O District O Element of District D Other (isolates, etc.)

- PSb. Description of Photo:

| {(View, date, accession #)

91313 Waverley St: view northeast;
9] 09/20/99:; by B. Vahey; roll BRV-83
neg #30

a| *P6. Date Constructed/Age and

85| Source: ® Historic

8l 0 Prehistoric O Both

1902; Metroscan

*P7. Owner and Address:
M _Marie A Pitman
4| 1455 Webster St Palo Alto CA 94301

*P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)
Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105
2| *P9. Date Recorded:
Bl _ February 23, 2000
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
| __Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none".)_Palo Alto Historic Survey Update (Corbett and Bradley for Dames & Moore, 2000

*Attachments: 0 NONE ® Location Map O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
O Archaeological Record D District Record O Linear Feature Record O Milling Station Record O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record 0O Photograph Record O Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95)/ WAVE313.F1 *Required information.






State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET ,

Page_2 of6 Resource ldentifier: 313 Waverley St

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett *Date_February 23, 2000 ® Continuation O Update

Description (continued)
of double-hung windows and a paneled door with multipane glass. Inside, there are hardwood floors in one room on the ground
floor and pine floors elsewhere. In 1949, the Tax Assessor identified a gas-fired floor furnace and no fireplace.

In plan, this house is in an L-shape with a main rectangular wing with one end facing the street and a transverse wing at the
rear projecting slightly to the northwest. In addition, there are one-story porches projecting at the front and rear. In 1949, the
Tax Assessor identified rooms as follows: downstairs were a living room, dining room, and kitchen; and upstairs were two
bedrooms and a bath. This is a very small house. It appears to have a shotgun plan with one room behind another and no
corridors.

In appearance, this house is distinctive by virtue of its small size and its form including its gambrel roof. One-story, shotgun
plan houses in California are usually associated with poor immigrants, more often black than white, from the southern United
States. As a two-story shotgun plan structure, this is very unusual. Gambrel roofs are usually associated with farm buildings
and the Colonial Revival style. Here it seems more to convey a sense of specialness about this house — as if it were not for
poor people but a playhouse for children.

DPR 523L (1/95) WAVE313.F1 *Required Information






State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #__

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page _3 of _6 *NRHP Status Code 3s
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) _313 Waverley St

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: _Single family property

*B5.  Architectural Style: _Colonial Revival

*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
1902: Built (Metroscan)
1974: Bathroom remodel

*B7. Moved? ® No 0O Yes 0O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder:_unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme_A: Pattern of development in Palo Alto; C: Design Area_Palo Alto
Period of Significance _1902-1932 Property Type_Residential Applicable Criteria _A and C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

History

Site: The house at 313 Waverley is located in Block 31 of the original plan of University Park made in 1889. As shown on the
1904 Sanborn map, it was built at the rear of a 50-by-100-foot lot at the east corner of Waverley Street and Everett Avenue.
The main house on the property, at 404 Everett Avenue, was a one-story dwelling with a footprint like a typical square cottage
of the 1890s — a square house with a half porch (L-plan) and a projecting wing terminating in an angled bay window. The rear
house at 313 Waverley (this house) was smaller and faced the side street. On the 1924 Sanborn map, the same two structures
were on the lot, but the main house was altered and enlarged. The main house had been converted to a duplex with addresses
at 311 Waverley and 404 Everett. By the time of the 1949 Sanborn map, 313 Waverley was on a separate, small parcel
measuring 30 by 73 feet.

Structure: The Santa Clara County MetroScan dates the house at 313 Waverley to 1902. As it does not appear on the Sanborn
map of 1901 but does on that of 1904 and as it is first listed in the Palo Alto City Directory dated January 1904, the MetroScan
date seems to be reasonable. The most significant alteration noted in the Assessor’s records was the remodeling of the existing
bathroom that included the removal of a wall in 1974,

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: {List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator:_Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_February 23, 2000

(This space reserved for official comments)

DPR 523B (1/95) WAVE313.F1 *Required Information






State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #__

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET - -

Page_4 of 6 Resource ldentifier:_313 Waverley St

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett/Steve Hardy (history) *Date_February 23, 2000 ® Continuation 0O Update

History (continued)

Use: The Sanborn map of 1904 and that of 1924 both show a five room dwelling at 313 Waverley as a secondary structure
at the rear of the property at 404 Everett. This indicates that it was built to be a rental property. The earliest tenants were
H.W. Wheeler, an insurance agent, listed with Mrs. John May in the January 1904 City Directory, followed by Dr. John May,
an optician, and his wife in the December 1904 City Directory. The Palo Alto City Directory listed Henry and Corabelle Schmidt
as residents from 1918-1923. According to an obituary that appeared in the Palo Alto Times, on 2 January 1945, Mr. Schmidt
had started the Novelty Movie Theater in Palo Alto in 1910. He then built the Marquee Theater in 1914, When the new
Marquee Theater opened “in a modern building,” the Palo Alto Times wrote, “The theater is the culmination of the dreams of
Mr. and Mrs. Schmidt for a model house. They now look forward to making a lifetime’s contribution to the instruction and
amusement of Palo Alto with the best motion pictures to be had exhibited under the best conditions possible. The community
has reason to congratulate itself upon the addition of this fine new theater to other semi-public institutions of the town. The
proprietors have made sacrifices in order to keep the shows at the old Novelty up to a clean high standard, and they announce
that the same policy will continue at the new Marquee. This means that the general moral and social standards of the
community will be definitely upheld by the proprietors of this house.” These theaters represent the early history of movie
theaters in Palo Alto and in their absence, this house is a link to that era. The movies spread rapidly as a form of popular
entertainment in the first decade of the 20th century. Nikolaus Pevsner states that by 1916, there were 25,000 “cinemas” in
the United States. Most of the earliest examples were in remodeled storefronts where movies were often presented with other
entertainments, as in nickelodeons and vaudeville theaters. As the movie business changed rapidly, so did movie theaters. The
Novelty Theater was operated in a remodeled storefront. The Marquee Theater may have been in a separate building. In 1919,
when they were living at 313 Waverley, the Schmidts sold the Marquee Theater to the Fox chain. This early period of the
motion picture theater business was volatile, and many independent theaters were taken over by big chains. Perhaps the
Schmid’ts standards were too high to remain competitive at that time. A tailor named William M. Jones and his wife, Elizabeth,
were listed at the address from 1924 to 1934, the year of Mr. Jones’ death. In 1932, the City Directory identified them as the
owners of the house. The Sanborn map of 1949 has a property line, for the first time in the series of those maps, separating
313 from 311 Waverley/404 Everett. Mr. and Mrs. Jones’ son, William E. Jones, was living in the house in 1948.

Evaluation

This house at 313 Waverley appears eligible for the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance. The period
of significance begins in 1903, when the house was built, and ends when the land it was built on was sold off as a separate
property, about 1932,

Under criterion A, the house appears significant for its representation of a significant pattern of development in early Palo Alto
— the construction of small dwellings for rental income at the rear of residential lots with a main house at the front. The house
is also associated with the social role of such cheap housing — providing affordable housing for people getting established in
business and in some cases providing amenities or contributing to the cultural life of the city before those businesses generated
enough income to support themselves. This house was occupied by an insurance agent, an optician, a teacher, and a
bookkeeper as well as a proprietor of early motion picture theaters.

Under criterion C, this is a distinctive house by virtue of its small size and its toy-house-like design.

Evaluation

California Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997,

Morrison, Craig. “Theaters and Movie Houses.” Built in the U.S.A.: American Buildings from Airports to Zoos, Building
Watchers Series. Washington: Preservation Press, 1985.

Palo Alto City Directory. 1904-1948.

Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.
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Recorded by __Michael Corbett *Date_February 23, 2000 ® Continuation 0O Update

References (continued)
Palo Alto Times. 16 September 1910, 27 October 1914, 22 November 1915, 2 January 1945.

Pevsner, Nikolaus. A History of Building Types, Bolligan Series XXXV-19. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1976.
Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1904,

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924; revisions to 1949.

Santa Clara County. Tax Assessor. Assessment Record. 1949, 1967.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation.

Valentine, Maggie. The Show Starts on the Sidewalk: An Architectural History of the Movie Theater, Starring S. Charles Lee.
New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994.
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From: geetha srikantan

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City;

Subject: Objection: HRB inclusion - 385 Waverley Street
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:23:23 AM

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Ms Amy French, HRB members, City Council Members,

I learnt of the HRB / City Council meetings on October 24th 2023 and the
planned meeting for November 9, 2023.

In the packet containing the list of homes being considered for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places, I see that my property at 385
Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301, is on this list.

I appreciate all the efforts from the HRB and City Council members in
researching and putting this packet together, it is quite informative.

I would like to formally object to including my property - 385 Waverley Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301 - in the National Register of Historic Places.

Please let me know if you have any questions. I am reachable via email or cell
phone as noted below.

Thank you,

Dr Geetha Srikantan

Email;
Cell:


mailto:gsrikantan@yahoo.com
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Erench, Amy
To: geetha srikantan; Historic Resources Board
Cc: _; City Mgr; Lait, Jonathan
Subject: RE: Objection: HRB inclusion - 385 Waverley Street
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 10:38:58 AM
Attachments: WaverleySt 385.pdf
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Hello Geetha,

On Thursday, the HRB is NOT considering whether to recommend Council place your home on the
National Register. The Historic Resources Board is reviewing the forms prepared by a city consultant
in the last survey 1997-2000; that consultant found your home ELIGIBLE for the National Register.

On Thursday, the HRB in a public hearing will review the local inventory nomination
recommendations (cover sheet(s) attached to the form from the 1997-2000 survey for your home)
prepared recently by our consultant.

The HRB will consider the consultant’s recommendation as to which category on the local register
the eligible properties would best fit (rather than the National Register). | will assume you are
objecting to nomination of your home to the City’s LOCAL historic inventory (but it would help if you
can state this for the record). Staff recommends all properties for which we receive objections to
local inventory listing be pulled out of the batch of properties to be considered on Thursday for an
HRB discussion in late January 2024.

Please let me know if you would like to discuss your property with staff.
Best,
AMY FRENCH

Chief Planning Official
Planning and Development Services

;A‘*’L(g (650) 329-2336 | amy.french@cityofpaloalto.or
www.cityofpaloalto.org
ALTO
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From: geetha srikantan _
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385 WAVERLEY SREET
APN: 120-14-078

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1910

Summary of Significance: 385 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a
representative of early single-family development within the original street grid of Palo Alto. Under
Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a distinctive example of the typical square cottage type
designed by important early builder J.W. Wells.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: no alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1901,
the year of the building's construction.

’ | }Eﬂi‘ |
d [
B

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph.

e

Fig‘;—ur7e 2:2023 Reconnaissaﬁce Survey photograph.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:

e Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of
life important to the city, state or nation);
e Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)
Statement of Significance: 385 Waverley Street is significant as an early square cottage house type

and as the work of an important early Palo Alto builder J.W. Wells.
Period of Significance: 1901
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 38
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of5 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _385 Waverley Street

P1.  Other Identifier: 385 Waverley Street

P2. Location: O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date 1991 T__'R__;_ Y of__Y%ofSec ; B.M.
c. Address 385 Waverley Street City Palo Alto Zip 94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate} APN 120 14 078
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The house at 385 Waverley is a small, one-story, square cottage. It is a balloon-frame structure clad in shingles and covered
by a hip roof with flaring eaves. The roof has overhanging eaves and exposed rafters. The roof extends out over an entrance
porch in the center of the street side of the building. The street facade is symmetrical in composition with a window on either
side of the cental entrance porch and a hip roofed dormer that repeats the proportions of the house.

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building O Structure O Object O Site O District D Element of District O Other (isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo:

| (View, date, accession #)

1 385 Waverley St.; view north;
B 08/08/01; by B. Vahey; roll BRV-XX,
W neg #22

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: ® Historic

O Prehistoric O Both

1901; Palo Alto Times

*P7. Owner and Address:
Leone L. and Albert N. Johnson,
trustees, 19111 Croyden Terrace
Irvine, California 92612
*P8. Recorded by: {Name,
affiliation, and address})
Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105
*P9. Date Recorded:
18 August 2001
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".} Palo Alto Historic Survey Update (Corbett and
Bradley for Dames & Moore)

*Attachments: 0 NONE ® Location Map O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
0 Archaeological Record O District Record O Linear Feature Record 0 Milling Station Record 0O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record D Photograph Record O Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95)/ wave385.f1.wpd *Required information.





State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 5 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 385 Waverley St.

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: Single family property

*B5. Architectural Style: Bungalow
*B6. Construction History: {Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
1901: Built (Palo Alto Times)

*B7. Moved? ® No 0O Yes 0O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder: J.W. Wells
*B10. Significance: Theme A: Pattern of development in Palo Aito; C: Square cottage Area Palo Alto
Period of Significance 1901-1910 Property Type Residential Applicable Criteria A and C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

History

Site: The house at 385 Waverley Street is located on a .08 acre lot in block 31 of the original University Park subdivision of
1889. According to the record in the series of Sanborn maps, this house shared a 93-by-100-foot corner lot at Lytton and
Waverley with another house numbered 411 Lytton Avenue from 1901 until sometime after 1924. The Sanborn map of 1949
showed a four-unit apartment building added to the same larger lot at some time since the publication of the Sanborn map of
1924,

Structure: The Palo Alto Times reported, on 20 April 1901, the construction of two cottages at the site in question by J.W.
Wells for Van Alstine Wallace at a total cost of $2,000. The Palo Alto City Directory first listed the cottage at 385 Waverley
in 1901.

Use: The two cottages were built as rental properties for Van Alstine Wallace, listed variously in city directories as a merchant,
a department manager at Frazer’'s, and as retired. Wallace lived at various addresses near the intersection of Lytton and
Waverley streets for many years including 385 Waverley, 411 Waverley, 407 Waverley, and 410 Lytton.

Until about 1905, Wallace lived with his wife, Anna, a Stanford graduate and a Latin teacher at Palo Alto High School.
According to a newspaper account of a lawsuit filed by Anna Wallace against the estate of her husband after his death in 191 9,
he lived

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator: Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_18 August 2001

(This space reserved for official comments)
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET

Page 3 of 5 Resource Identifier: 385 Waverley St.

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett/Steve Hardy (history) *Date_18 August 2001 ® Continuation D Update

History (continued)

with Evelyn Jane Dunton (a.k.a. Ellen B. Lee) from 1907 until his death. The Palo Alto City Directory first listed the residence
at 385 Waverley in 1901, At that time, the occupants were Mrs. M.P. Newland and her sons, Lloyd and Ralph, both Stanford
students. The Newlands were succeeded by other households that included Stanford students, including Miss B.T. Lamborn,
a Latin student from 1904 to 1907. (Perhaps there was some connection between Anna Wallace, a Latin teacher, and Miss
Lamborn, a Latin student). In 1908, the owner of the property, Van A. Wallace was listed here. Subsequent residents included
Charles N. Cross, a mechanical engineering instructor at Stanford in 1910, two teachers, a grammar school principal, and a
dressmaker. In 1920-1921, Mrs. Wallace lived here after her husband’s death. In 1921, the house was sold to John F. Gilpin,
an English born carpenter with Southern Pacific, who resided here until 1944. From 1946 to 1950, the house was occupied
by Mrs. Mary J. Carmichael, a bank teller. From 1953 to 1972 the house was owned by Albert E. Johson, a gardener. Johnson
and his wife, Clara, lived in the house except for one year during this period.

Evaluation

The house at 385 Waverley Street appears eligible to the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance. The
period of significance is from 1901, when it was built, to 1910, when its Stanford connection ended.

Under criterion A, the house represents both the early residential development of the original grid of the city and the early
connection between Palo Alto and Stanford. From 1901 to 1910, Stanford instructors or students resided here in all but one
year when the owner of the property was here.

Under criterion C, the house is an example of a typical early Palo Alto building type — a square cottage — designed by an
important early builder, J.W. Wells.

References

California Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997.

Metroscan/Santa Clara. County Assessor’s Information on Palo Alto Properties including Assessor’s Parcel Map. 1997.
Miller, Guy C. Letter to Superintendent of Schools, Chicago. 26 July 1945,

Palo Alto City Directory. 1901-1950.

Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.

Palo Alto Times. (obituary Albert Johnson) 18 October 1974,
“"Widow of Wallace to Appeal Claims.” 27 April 1921.
“Details Received of Death of Lloyd Newland.” 21 October 1913,
“Heart Attack Proves Fatal to C.N. Cross.” 11 January 1932,
“Private Rites Held for Mrs. Cross.” 17 April 1952.
“Ellen Barnhisel Passes Suddenly.” 27 October 1925.
“Funeral is Held for Agnes Drake.” 8 June 1945.
“Last Rites Held for Agnes Drake.” 8 June 1945.
“Mrs. Elien Gilpin Taken by Death.” 29 October 1926.
“Elderly Man Dies in Palo Alto Home.” 1 June 1944,
“Funeral [?] for John Gilpin.” 2 June 1944,
“Albert Johnson.” 18 October 1974.
“Record of a Year’s Progress: Building Record.” 3 January 1902,
“Building.” 20 April 1901.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1901.
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References (continued)

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1904.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1908.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924,

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924; revisions to 1949.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation.

United States Census. 1900.

United States Census. 1910.
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*Map Name: Palo Alto Planning Dept. GIS *Scale: 1":80' *Date of Map: 1999
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Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:23 AM
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Ce: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; ||| G

Subject: Objection: HRB inclusion - 385 Waverley Street

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Ms Amy French, HRB members, City Council Members,

I learnt of the HRB / City Council meetings on October 24th 2023 and the
planned meeting for November 9, 2023.

In the packet containing the list of homes being considered for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic Places, I see that my property at 385
Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301, is on this list.

I appreciate all the efforts from the HRB and City Council members in
researching and putting this packet together, it is quite informative.

[ would like to formally object to including my property - 385 Waverley Street,
Palo Alto, CA 94301 - in the National Register of Historic Places.

Please let me know if you have any questions. [ am reachable via email or cell
phone as noted below.

Thank you,

Dr Geetha Srikantan

Email;
Cell:



From: mike pitman

To: Erench, Amy

Cc: Historic Resources Board; icastellano@m-group.us; Antoinette Rector
Subject: Re: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 10:59:00 AM

You don't often get email from_A Learn why this is important

Hello Ms. French:

Thank you very much for getting back to me so quickly, and for providing that interesting
information about 313 Waverley. However, since we still have no information about the
consequences of the designation, our objection remains.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Mike

On Sun, Nov 5, 2023 at 10:03 PM French, Amy <Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:
Hello Mike,
I am acknowledging receipt of your email.
I am sorry to learn you have not received our notices.

Please see the attached nomination form and DPR form for 313 Waverley.

From: mike pitman
Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 5:11 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy

<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us
Cc: Antoinette Rector

Subject: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_ Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRB:

My Mother, Marie Antoinette Rector (cc'd here), is the owner of the home at 313 Waverley
St. in Palo Alto. You may also see her name in the title history as Marie Antoinette Pitman,
which was her name from a previous marriage. We recently learned that the HRB is

considering adding 313 Waverley to the historic inventory - although we received no formal


https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:mgpitman@gmail.com
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:icastellano@m-group.us
mailto:antoinetterector@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org

notice from HRB or the City. We were surprised that this process has gone this far with no
apparent effort to give specific notice to the owner, much less any effort to explain the
criteria for, or the consequences of, a historic designation. Given the opacity with which the
process is being implemented, we are not in a position to agree to any change to the
designation of 313 Waverley, and specifically object to 313 Waverley being added to the
historic register.

This email serves as our clear objection to 313 Waverley's nomination for the HRB and City
Council’s review and consideration.

Please note our objection to the nomination/designation on the record during any meeting
during which you consider the issue as we are not confident we have received notice of all

relevant meetings.

Please let me know if we have to submit an objection in some other way, or if you have any
other questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Mike Pitman



From: Erench, Amy

To: mike pitman

Cc: Historic Resources Board; icastellano@m-group.us; Antoinette Rector
Subject: RE: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 11:05:36 AM

Got it, thank you. So, your address has been placed on the ‘objections’ list.

We will provide information directly to you by email about the consequences of being on the list -
including the benefits - and the different processes depending upon the project (discretionary
versus ministerial process). We have discussed these in public meetings and there is information on
the City’s webpages - but many are not seeing the information which is challenging.

From: mike pitman I

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 10:59 AM
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Cc: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us; Antoinette Rector

Subject: Re: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important
Hello Ms. French:
Thank you very much for getting back to me so quickly, and for providing that interesting
information about 313 Waverley. However, since we still have no information about the
consequences of the designation, our objection remains.
Please let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Mike

On Sun, Nov 5, 2023 at 10:03 PM French, Amy <Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Hello Mike,

| am acknowledging receipt of your email.

| am sorry to learn you have not received our notices.

Please see the attached nomination form and DPR form for 313 Waverley.

From: mike pitman <

Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 5:11 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy
<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us

ce: Antoinette ector

Subject: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_. Learn why this is


https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:mgpitman@gmail.com
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:icastellano@m-group.us
mailto:antoinetterector@gmail.com
mailto:Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:icastellano@m-group.us

important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRB:

My Mother, Marie Antoinette Rector (cc'd here), is the owner of the home at 313 Waverley St. in
Palo Alto. You may also see her name in the title history as Marie Antoinette Pitman, which was
her name from a previous marriage. We recently learned that the HRB is considering adding 313
Waverley to the historic inventory - although we received no formal notice from HRB or the City.
We were surprised that this process has gone this far with no apparent effort to give specific
notice to the owner, much less any effort to explain the criteria for, or the consequences of, a
historic designation. Given the opacity with which the process is being implemented, we are not
in a position to agree to any change to the designation of 313 Waverley, and specifically object to
313 Waverley being added to the historic register.

This email serves as our clear objection to 313 Waverley's nomination for the HRB and City
Council’s review and consideration.

Please note our objection to the nomination/designation on the record during any meeting during
which you consider the issue as we are not confident we have received notice of all relevant
meetings.

Please let me know if we have to submit an objection in some other way, or if you have any other
questions or concerns.

Thanks,

Mike Pitman


https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: Marion Odell

To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy

Cc: city.council@cityofpalo.alto.org

Subject: Palo Alto Historical Inventory- Objection Letter for 482 Everett Ave
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 1:13:38 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_. Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

From: Marion Ol |

Historical Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input for your consideration on our property's
potential nomination for listing on the Palo Alto Historical Inventory.

This email conveys our objection to any such listing/inclusion for our property at 482 Everett
Ave.

We love our home, and we just do not want to be part of the Palo Alto Historical Inventory
program and its implications.

* Incentives not applicable or of interest
* Added restrictions and requirements

We do not want our property to have more restrictions and requirements above and beyond
the City[s already permit approval
* We don't suspect the council would designate a property to the inventory over the objections
of the property owners.

Sincerely,

Marion Odell and Steve Diaz
Homeowners -


mailto:marionodell7@gmail.com
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpalo.alto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

From: geetha srikantan
To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy
Cc: _ City Mgr; Lait, Jonathan;
Subject: Re: Objection: HRB inclusion - 385 Waverley Street
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 3:36:00 PM
Attachments: WaverleySt 385.pdf
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You don't often get email from_, Learn why this is important
Hello Amy,

Thank you so much for explaining the distinction - I re-read the letter from
City and understand it is the nomination that's being discussed on November
9.

I am formally objecting to nomination of my home (385 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA 94301) to the City’s
LOCAL historic inventory.

Please do the needful to remove it from the list of properties in consideration
for the November 9 meeting.

Thank you,
geetha

On Monday, November 6, 2023, 10:37:25 AM PST, French, Amy <amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Hello Geetha,

On Thursday, the HRB is NOT considering whether to recommend Council place your home on the
National Register. The Historic Resources Board is reviewing the forms prepared by a city consultant in
the last survey 1997-2000; that consultant found your home ELIGIBLE for the National Register.

On Thursday, the HRB in a public hearing will review the local inventory nomination recommendations
(cover sheet(s) attached to the form from the 1997-2000 survey for your home) prepared recently by our
consultant.

The HRB will consider the consultant’'s recommendation as to which category on the local register the
eligible properties would best fit (rather than the National Register). | will assume you are objecting to
nomination of your home to the City’s LOCAL historic inventory (but it would help if you can state this for
the record). Staff recommends all properties for which we receive objections to local inventory listing be
pulled out of the batch of properties to be considered on Thursday for an HRB discussion in late January
2024.


mailto:gsrikantan@yahoo.com
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:Jonathan.Lait@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

PAGE&TURNBULL

385 WAVERLEY SREET
APN: 120-14-078

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1901-1910

Summary of Significance: 385 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion A as a
representative of early single-family development within the original street grid of Palo Alto. Under
Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a distinctive example of the typical square cottage type
designed by important early builder J.W. Wells.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: no alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1901,
the year of the building's construction.
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Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph.

e

Fig‘;—ur7e 2:2023 Reconnaissaﬁce Survey photograph.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:

e Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of
life important to the city, state or nation);
e Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)
Statement of Significance: 385 Waverley Street is significant as an early square cottage house type

and as the work of an important early Palo Alto builder J.W. Wells.
Period of Significance: 1901
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial
NRHP Status Code 38
Other Listings
Review Code Reviewer Date
Page 1 of5 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _385 Waverley Street

P1.  Other Identifier: 385 Waverley Street

P2. Location: O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date 1991 T__'R__;_ Y of__Y%ofSec ; B.M.
c. Address 385 Waverley Street City Palo Alto Zip 94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate} APN 120 14 078
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The house at 385 Waverley is a small, one-story, square cottage. It is a balloon-frame structure clad in shingles and covered
by a hip roof with flaring eaves. The roof has overhanging eaves and exposed rafters. The roof extends out over an entrance
porch in the center of the street side of the building. The street facade is symmetrical in composition with a window on either
side of the cental entrance porch and a hip roofed dormer that repeats the proportions of the house.

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building O Structure O Object O Site O District D Element of District O Other (isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo:

| (View, date, accession #)

1 385 Waverley St.; view north;
B 08/08/01; by B. Vahey; roll BRV-XX,
W neg #22

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: ® Historic

O Prehistoric O Both

1901; Palo Alto Times

*P7. Owner and Address:
Leone L. and Albert N. Johnson,
trustees, 19111 Croyden Terrace
Irvine, California 92612
*P8. Recorded by: {Name,
affiliation, and address})
Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105
*P9. Date Recorded:
18 August 2001
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter "none".} Palo Alto Historic Survey Update (Corbett and
Bradley for Dames & Moore)

*Attachments: 0 NONE ® Location Map O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
0 Archaeological Record O District Record O Linear Feature Record 0 Milling Station Record 0O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record D Photograph Record O Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95)/ wave385.f1.wpd *Required information.





State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page 2 of 5 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 385 Waverley St.

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: Single family property

*B5. Architectural Style: Bungalow
*B6. Construction History: {Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
1901: Built (Palo Alto Times)

*B7. Moved? ® No 0O Yes 0O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder: J.W. Wells
*B10. Significance: Theme A: Pattern of development in Palo Aito; C: Square cottage Area Palo Alto
Period of Significance 1901-1910 Property Type Residential Applicable Criteria A and C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

History

Site: The house at 385 Waverley Street is located on a .08 acre lot in block 31 of the original University Park subdivision of
1889. According to the record in the series of Sanborn maps, this house shared a 93-by-100-foot corner lot at Lytton and
Waverley with another house numbered 411 Lytton Avenue from 1901 until sometime after 1924. The Sanborn map of 1949
showed a four-unit apartment building added to the same larger lot at some time since the publication of the Sanborn map of
1924,

Structure: The Palo Alto Times reported, on 20 April 1901, the construction of two cottages at the site in question by J.W.
Wells for Van Alstine Wallace at a total cost of $2,000. The Palo Alto City Directory first listed the cottage at 385 Waverley
in 1901.

Use: The two cottages were built as rental properties for Van Alstine Wallace, listed variously in city directories as a merchant,
a department manager at Frazer’'s, and as retired. Wallace lived at various addresses near the intersection of Lytton and
Waverley streets for many years including 385 Waverley, 411 Waverley, 407 Waverley, and 410 Lytton.

Until about 1905, Wallace lived with his wife, Anna, a Stanford graduate and a Latin teacher at Palo Alto High School.
According to a newspaper account of a lawsuit filed by Anna Wallace against the estate of her husband after his death in 191 9,
he lived

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator: Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_18 August 2001

(This space reserved for official comments)

NPR 23R {1/981 wavalRR 1 wnd ) - Y T T ST S






State of Califomia — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET

Page 3 of 5 Resource Identifier: 385 Waverley St.

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett/Steve Hardy (history) *Date_18 August 2001 ® Continuation D Update

History (continued)

with Evelyn Jane Dunton (a.k.a. Ellen B. Lee) from 1907 until his death. The Palo Alto City Directory first listed the residence
at 385 Waverley in 1901, At that time, the occupants were Mrs. M.P. Newland and her sons, Lloyd and Ralph, both Stanford
students. The Newlands were succeeded by other households that included Stanford students, including Miss B.T. Lamborn,
a Latin student from 1904 to 1907. (Perhaps there was some connection between Anna Wallace, a Latin teacher, and Miss
Lamborn, a Latin student). In 1908, the owner of the property, Van A. Wallace was listed here. Subsequent residents included
Charles N. Cross, a mechanical engineering instructor at Stanford in 1910, two teachers, a grammar school principal, and a
dressmaker. In 1920-1921, Mrs. Wallace lived here after her husband’s death. In 1921, the house was sold to John F. Gilpin,
an English born carpenter with Southern Pacific, who resided here until 1944. From 1946 to 1950, the house was occupied
by Mrs. Mary J. Carmichael, a bank teller. From 1953 to 1972 the house was owned by Albert E. Johson, a gardener. Johnson
and his wife, Clara, lived in the house except for one year during this period.

Evaluation

The house at 385 Waverley Street appears eligible to the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance. The
period of significance is from 1901, when it was built, to 1910, when its Stanford connection ended.

Under criterion A, the house represents both the early residential development of the original grid of the city and the early
connection between Palo Alto and Stanford. From 1901 to 1910, Stanford instructors or students resided here in all but one
year when the owner of the property was here.

Under criterion C, the house is an example of a typical early Palo Alto building type — a square cottage — designed by an
important early builder, J.W. Wells.

References

California Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997.

Metroscan/Santa Clara. County Assessor’s Information on Palo Alto Properties including Assessor’s Parcel Map. 1997.
Miller, Guy C. Letter to Superintendent of Schools, Chicago. 26 July 1945,

Palo Alto City Directory. 1901-1950.

Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.

Palo Alto Times. (obituary Albert Johnson) 18 October 1974,
“"Widow of Wallace to Appeal Claims.” 27 April 1921.
“Details Received of Death of Lloyd Newland.” 21 October 1913,
“Heart Attack Proves Fatal to C.N. Cross.” 11 January 1932,
“Private Rites Held for Mrs. Cross.” 17 April 1952.
“Ellen Barnhisel Passes Suddenly.” 27 October 1925.
“Funeral is Held for Agnes Drake.” 8 June 1945.
“Last Rites Held for Agnes Drake.” 8 June 1945.
“Mrs. Elien Gilpin Taken by Death.” 29 October 1926.
“Elderly Man Dies in Palo Alto Home.” 1 June 1944,
“Funeral [?] for John Gilpin.” 2 June 1944,
“Albert Johnson.” 18 October 1974.
“Record of a Year’s Progress: Building Record.” 3 January 1902,
“Building.” 20 April 1901.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1901.
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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET .

Page 4 of5 Resource Identifier:_385 Waverley St.

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett/Steve Hardy (history) *Date 18 August 2001 ® Continuation O Update

References (continued)

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1904.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1908.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924,

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924; revisions to 1949.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation.

United States Census. 1900.

United States Census. 1910.

DPR 523L (1/95}) wave385.f1.wnd Y - JP NI T ST SO






State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#

LOCATION MAP Trinomial

Page 5 of 5 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) 385 Waverley St.

*Map Name: Palo Alto Planning Dept. GIS *Scale: 1":80' *Date of Map: 1999
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Please let me know if you would like to discuss your property with staff.

Best,

AMY FRENCH

Chief Planning Official

CITY OF
PALO Planning and Development Services
ALTO
(650) 329-2336 | amy.french@cityofpaloalto.or
www.cityofpaloalto.or:
i 8 © in
Service Feedback

From: geetha srikantan

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:23 AM

To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Cc: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>;

Subject: Objection: HRB inclusion - 385 Waverley Street

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening
attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Ms Amy French, HRB members, City Council Members,

I learnt of the HRB / City Council meetings on October 24th 2023 and the planned meeting for
November 9, 2023.

In the packet containing the list of homes being considered for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places, I see that my property at 385 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA
94301, is on this list.


mailto:amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/
https://www.facebook.com/cityofpaloalto/
https://twitter.com/cityofpaloalto
https://www.instagram.com/cityofpaloalto/
https://medium.com/@paloaltoconnect
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cityofpaloalto/
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/servicefeedback

I appreciate all the efforts from the HRB and City Council members in researching and putting
this packet together, it is quite informative.

I would like to formally object to including my property - 385 Waverley Street, Palo Alto, CA
94301 - in the National Register of Historic Places.

Please let me know if you have any questions. I am reachable via email or cell phone as noted
below.

Thank you,

Dr Geetha Srikantan

vt I
c: I



From: Jessica Tsoong

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City; Waynn Lue

Subject: Palo Alto Historic Inventory - 360 Kellogg Ave Objection Letter
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 4:49:02 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Historic Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input regarding our property's potential nomination
for listing on the Palo Alto Historic Inventory list.

We would like to object to our property, 360 Kellogg Ave, being included in the Historic
Inventory list.

Historic Criteria:

1. Inthe 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, one of the reasons for Historic Inventory Criteria
(Criterion 5) included in the Statement of Significance states that there is a "rear guest
house designed by Birge M. Clark in 1928". This guest house is not a part of our
property at 360 Kellogg Ave, but is now the house at 1450 Waverley St. as the lot was
subdivided many years ago. This house at 1450 Waverley St. (designed by Birge Clark)
has recently been approved for demolition and new construction.

2. In the 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, Page & Turnbull stated that there have been "no
alterations identified" since 2001. In 2010, a 2-car garage and cabana were added and a
carport was removed. From 2018-2021, the current homeowners did an extensive
renovation to the home (addition of approx 4450 sq ft to the main house and an ADU)),
altering the front, side, and rear facades of the house, including significant material
replacement and addition of new material.

Future Improvements & Eco-friendly changes

1. We are particularly concerned about additional restrictions and requirements imposed
on us, especially as it pertains to green & eco-friendly improvements visible from the
street that we may wish to make in the future that would make our house more
environmentally conscious. (e.g. energy efficiency, etc.)

Homeowner choice:

1. We would like homeowners to have the choice to be listed on the Inventory List.
2. “We don’t suspect the council would designate a property to the inventory over the
objections of the property owners, French said.” (Palo Alto Weekly, November 3, 2023)

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,


mailto:jnt2101@gmail.com
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:waynnlue@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

Jessica Tsoong & Waynn Lue
Homeowners at



From: Erench, Amy

To: Jessica Tsoong; Barrett Reiter; icastellano@m-group.us

Cc: City Mgr; Waynn Lue; Historic Resources Board

Subject: RE: Palo Alto Historic Inventory - 360 Kellogg Ave Objection Letter
Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 5:35:47 PM

Attachments: KelloggAve 360.pdf

Hello Jessica,

Thanks for providing this correspondence objecting to the proposed nomination of 360 kellogg. | am
sharing with you the individual nomination memo prepared by our consultant along with the DPR
form from the 1997-2000 survey.

I am sending your reasons below to our consultants as well.

From: Jessica Tsoong <

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 4:48 PM
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Cc: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Waynn Lue ||| G-

Subject: Palo Alto Historic Inventory - 360 Kellogg Ave Objection Letter

Some people who received this message don't often get email from jnt2101@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Historic Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input regarding our property's potential nomination for
listing on the Palo Alto Historic Inventory list.

We would like to object to our property, 360 Kellogg Ave, being included in the Historic Inventory
list.

Historic Criteria:

1. In the 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, one of the reasons for Historic Inventory Criteria
(Criterion 5) included in the Statement of Significance states that there is a "rear guest house
designed by Birge M. Clark in 1928". This guest house is not a part of our property at 360
Kellogg Ave, but is now the house at 1450 Waverley St. as the lot was subdivided many years
ago. This house at 1450 Waverley St. (designed by Birge Clark) has recently been approved for
demolition and new construction.

2. Inthe 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, Page & Turnbull stated that there have been "no
alterations identified" since 2001. In 2010, a 2-car garage and cabana were added and a
carport was removed. From 2018-2021, the current homeowners did an extensive renovation
to the home (addition of approx 4450 sq ft to the main house and an ADU), altering the front,
side, and rear facades of the house, including significant material replacement and addition of


mailto:jnt2101@gmail.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:jnt2101@gmail.com
mailto:reiter@page-turnbull.com
mailto:icastellano@m-group.us
mailto:CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:waynnlue@gmail.com
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org

PAGE&TURNBULL

360 KELLOGG AVENUE
APN: 124-07-043

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1919-1948

Summary of Significance: 360 Kellogg Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a
representative of the connection between the development between Stanford and Palo Alto through
its owner, Harry Reynolds, a leader in Stanford University alumni affairs. It also embodies the
original intentions of developers of the Seale Addition. Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as
an imposing example of a kind of modern house that drew on historical sources for inspiration but
did not attempt to revive historical styles.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 Survey
has been omitted, as the subject building was not the first or last building erected in Palo Alto’s Seale
Addition, nor was it the building prominently associated with Stanford University's alumni contextual
history. The end of the period of significance has also been revised to 1928, the year that prolific local
architect Birge Clark designed a rear guest house on the property.

¥ ;.r = ;
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F|gure 1:1997-2001 Survey Update o otograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph.

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation
Page 2 of 2

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:
e Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way
of life important to the city, state or nation)
e Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)
e Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to
architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.)
Statement of Significance: 360 Kellogg Avenue is significant as a large and well-built example of the
Colonial Revival style with some Craftsman influences, and for its rear guest house designed by
Birge M. Clark in 1928.
Period of Significance: 1919-1928
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

PAGE & TURNBULL 170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of Califomia — The Resources Agency - Primary#
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION i ¥

'PRIMARY RECORD

Other Listings________ S e
i Review Code. _~  Reviewer G - Date__
Page 1 of 4 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _360 Kellogg Ave

P1. Other ldentifier:_360 Kellogg Ave

P2. Location: 0O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*h. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date _1991 T__;R___;__ % of __ % of Sec ; B.M.
c. Address_360 Kellogg Ave City_Palo Alto Zip _94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate} APN 124 07 043
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

This house, at 360 Kellogg, is a long, generally rectangular, two-story building, with one-story elements at either end. Itis a
wood-frame structure clad in shingles and covered by a low hip roof with overhanging eaves and exposed rafters. Despite
irregularities in its plan, the design conveys a sense of symmetry with multi-paned, double hung windows on either side of a
central entry and stair bay. At the ground floor is a paneled door with sidelights. Above this door is a bracketed balcony with
an iron railing and a Palladian window. In style, this house is defived from Colonial Revival and Craftsman sources, combined
to produce a comfortable modern house.

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)_ HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building 0O Structure O Object O Site O District O Element of District O Other (isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo:

a5 4| (View, date, accession #)

%0 20| 360 Kellogg Ave; view south;
; 10/05/99; by B. Vahey: roll BRV-87,

neg #19A

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and

Source: ® Historic

O Prehistoric O Both

1919; Metroscan

*P7. Owner and Address:
Paul & Janet Alexander
360 Kellogg Ave Palo Alto CA 94301

*P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)
Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94105
*P9. Date Recorded:
February 20, 2000
*P10. Survey Type: {Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none".)_Palo Alto Historic Survey Update {Corbett and Bradley for Dames & Moore, 2000

*Attachments: O NONE ® Location Map O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
O Archaeological Record D District Record O Linear Feature Record O Milling Station Record O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record 0O Photograph Record O Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95)/ KELL360.F1 *Required information.





State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page _2 of _4 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) _360 Kellogg Ave

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: _Single family property

*B5. Architectural Style: _Colonial Revival and Craftsman
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
1919: Built (Metroscan)
1928: Guest house built (now 1450 Waverley)

*B7. Moved? ® No O Yes 0O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder:_unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme_A: Pattern of development in Palo Alto, C: Design Area_Palo Alto
Period of Significance _1919-1948 Property Type_residential Applicable Criteria _A and C

{Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.}

History

Site: The house at 360 Kellogg is situated on a .46 acre lot located at the corner of Kellogg and Waverley in the Seale Addition
Development no. 1. A residence that was once a guest house was sold off and nhumbered 1450 Waverley resulting in an irregular
border between them.

Structure: The Santa Clara MetroScan dates the construction of the house at 360 Kellogg to 1919. The Palo Alto City Directory
first listed the address in 1920 at which time the house was occupied by Dr. and Mrs. Harry B. Reynolds. Building and
Engineering News mentioned the address, on 17 March 1928, in reference to the construction of a guest house on the property.
The architect of this guest house was Birge M. Clark and the owner of the property Dr. H.B. Reynolds. The guest house still
stands but now as a separate property numbered 1450 Waverley.

Use: The Palo Alto City Directory listed the first occupants of the single family residence at 360 Kellogg, Harry and Charlotte
Reynolds, at the address from 1920 through 1948. According to an article published in the Palo Alto Times, on 11 June 1954,
at the time of Dr. and Mrs. Reynolds’ 50th wedding anniversary, both husband and wife were graduates of Stanford University,
the classes of 1896 and 1902, respectively. They returned to Palo Alto from San Francisco after the earthquake and fire of

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator:_Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_February 20, 2000

(This space reserved for official comments)
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History (continued)

1906, and by September 1908, Dr. Reynolds was involved with the establishment of the Peninsula Hospital as one of its
incorporators. He took an active part in the lives of both the city of Palo Alto and Stanford University. In 1933, he served as
chairman of the Mayor’s Committee on Unemployment and Relief (Palo Alto Times 28 February 1933) and in 1935 as the first
president of Stanford Associates (Stanford Daily 18 April 1935). As president of the Stanford Associates, he pleaded with
wealthy alumni for endowments to maintain that private institution free from the influence of the whims of the sort of electorate
that had recently preferred Franklin Delano Roosevelt to Herbert Hoover. In 1952, Dr. Reynolds published “the meditations of
a medical man on various world stupidities” {(San Francisco Chronicle 4 February 1952) in which he deplored the nations
vanishing values. He was honored by Stanford Associates in 1957 with “the degree of Uncommon Man.” “The idea of honoring
‘the Uncommon Man’ originated in an address by former President Herbert Hoover, who protested that ‘we are in danger of
developing a cult of the Common Man, which means a cult of mediocrity’ “(Palo Alto Times 18 February 1957). On the occasion
of their 50th wedding anniversary (11 June 1954), the Palo Alto Times noted that the couple had opened the studio cottage
on the property at 360 Kellogg (which cottage is now the residence at 1450 Waverley) to aspiring musicians who needed a place
in which to practice. The same article also noted that Dr. and Mrs. Reynolds had moved to 342 Kellogg and had made the home
at 360 available to their daughter, Mrs. Edd Roundtree, her husband, and their children.

Evaluation

This house, at 360 Kellogg, appears eligible for the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance. The period
of significance is 1919, when it was built, through 1948, covering the period when it was occupied by Harry and Charlotte
Reynolds.

Under criterion A, this house represents the important continuing connection between the development of Palo Alto and Stanford
University through its owner, Harry Reynolds who was a leader in alumni affairs. It also embodies the original intentions of the
developers of the Seale Addition.

Under criterion C, this house is an imposing example of a kind of modern house that drew on historical sources for inspiration
but did not attempt to revive historical styles.

References

California Office of Historic Preservation. /nstructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997.

Building and Engineering News. 17 March 1928.

Palo Alto City Directory. 1920-1953.

Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.

Palo Alto Times. "Fund Allocated for Relief Work” 28 February 1933. “New of 25 Years Ago” 5 September 1933. “Dr. and
Mrs. Harry Reynolds Observe 50th” 11 June 1954. obituary of Mrs. Reynolds 21 January 1957. “Dr. Reynolds Given Special
Campus Honor” 28 February 1957.

Residences in Palo Alto Designed by the Office of Birge Clark.

San Francisco Chronicle. 4 February 1952,

Stanford Daily. 18 April 1935.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation.
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new material.
Future Improvements & Eco-friendly changes

1. We are particularly concerned about additional restrictions and requirements imposed on us,
especially as it pertains to green & eco-friendly improvements visible from the street that we
may wish to make in the future that would make our house more environmentally conscious.
(e.g. energy efficiency, etc.)

Homeowner choice:

1. We would like homeowners to have the choice to be listed on the Inventory List.
2. “We don’t suspect the council would designate a property to the inventory over the
objections of the property owners, French said.” (Palo Alto Weekly, November 3, 2023)

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jessica Tsoong & Waynn Lue

Homeowners 2t I



From:

Jessica Tsoon

To: Erench, Amy

Cc: Barrett Reiter; icastellano@m-group.us; City Mgr; Waynn Lue; Historic Resources Board
Subject: Re: Palo Alto Historic Inventory - 360 Kellogg Ave Objection Letter

Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 5:53:40 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
[mportant

Thank you very much Amy! We look forward to discussing together.

On Nov 6, 2023, at 5:35 PM, French, Amy <Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org>
wrote:

Hello Jessica,

Thanks for providing this correspondence objecting to the proposed nomination of 360
kellogg. | am sharing with you the individual nomination memo prepared by our
consultant along with the DPR form from the 1997-2000 survey.

| am sending your reasons below to our consultants as well.

From: Jessca Tsoons I

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 4:48 PM

To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Cc: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Waynn Lue

Subject: Palo Alto Historic Inventory - 360 Kellogg Ave Objection Letter

Some people who received this message don't often get email fron— Learn why
this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be
cautious of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Historic Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input regarding our property's potential
nomination for listing on the Palo Alto Historic Inventory list.

We would like to object to our property, 360 Kellogg Ave, being included in the Historic
Inventory list.

Historic Criteria:

1. In the 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, one of the reasons for Historic Inventory
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Criteria (Criterion 5) included in the Statement of Significance states that there is
a "rear guest house designed by Birge M. Clark in 1928". This guest house is not
a part of our property at 360 Kellogg Ave, but is now the house at 1450
Waverley St. as the lot was subdivided many years ago. This house at 1450
Waverley St. (designed by Birge Clark) has recently been approved for
demolition and new construction.

2. Inthe 2023 Reconnaissance Survey, Page & Turnbull stated that there have been
"no alterations identified" since 2001. In 2010, a 2-car garage and cabana were
added and a carport was removed. From 2018-2021, the current homeowners
did an extensive renovation to the home (addition of approx 4450 sq ft to the
main house and an ADU), altering the front, side, and rear facades of the house,
including significant material replacement and addition of new material.

Future Improvements & Eco-friendly changes

1. We are particularly concerned about additional restrictions and requirements
imposed on us, especially as it pertains to green & eco-friendly improvements
visible from the street that we may wish to make in the future that would make
our house more environmentally conscious. (e.g. energy efficiency, etc.)

Homeowner choice:

1. We would like homeowners to have the choice to be listed on the Inventory
List.

2. “We don’t suspect the council would designate a property to the inventory over
the objections of the property owners, French said.” (Palo Alto Weekly,
November 3, 2023)

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
Jessica Tsoong & Waynn Lue

Homeowners 2t

<KelloggAve 360.pdf>



From: Isabel Castellano

To: mike pitman

Cc: Historic Resources Board; Antoinette Rector; French, Amy
Subject: RE: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

Date: Monday, November 6, 2023 8:41:40 PM

You don't often get email from icastellano@m-group.us. Learn why this is important
Hello Mike,

As Amy noted, your address has been placed on the ‘objections’ list.

For your inquiry regarding benefits and drawbacks, please refer to the October 25th Community
Meeting presentation (slides 7 and 21) which outlines the benefits and drawbacks of a designated
property.

The primary benefits include the following:
e Application of the California Historic Building Code

e Income-producing properties may be able to apply for Federal Historic Rehabilitation
Tax Credits

e Palo Alto Planning Department is available to provide design guidance regarding
proposed projects

¢ Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC) offer development incentives that assist owners of
historic resources

e R-1zoned parcels with two homes (one listed historic) can create a flag lot

e HRB provides guidance and recommendations on significant modifications to listed
Inventory properties

e Potential property tax reduction incentive through a Mills Act Program, if Council
adopts a program

The drawbacks include:
e Common fear about historic properties and review procedures
e Major alterations or demolition may undergo review by the HRB
e Environmental Review (CEQA) may be required (time/cost)

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. If you would like to have a
phone call to further discuss, please share with me a couple of available times | may reach you.

Regards,
Isabel
ISABEL CASTELLANO
historic preservation specialist

a new design on urban planning
m-group.us | M-LAB | keepplanninglocal.org
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From: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 11:06 AM

Tos mike pitman

Cc: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Isabel Castellano <icastellano@m-

group.us>; Antoinette Rector_

Subject: RE: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto
Got it, thank you. So, your address has been placed on the ‘objections’ list.

We will provide information directly to you by email about the consequences of being on the list -
including the benefits - and the different processes depending upon the project (discretionary
versus ministerial process). We have discussed these in public meetings and there is information on
the City’s webpages - but many are not seeing the information which is challenging.

From: mike pitman Y

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 10:59 AM
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>
Cc: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us; Antoinette Rector

Subject: Re: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

Hello Ms. French:

Thank you very much for getting back to me so quickly, and for providing that interesting
information about 313 Waverley. However, since we still have no information about the
consequences of the designation, our objection remains.

Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thanks,

Mike

On Sun, Nov 5, 2023 at 10:03 PM French, Amy <Amy.French@cityofpaloalto.org> wrote:

Hello Mike,

| am acknowledging receipt of your email.

| am sorry to learn you have not received our notices.

Please see the attached nomination form and DPR form for 313 Waverley.

From: mike pitman -

Sent: Sunday, November 5, 2023 5:11 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy
<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us

ce: Antoinette Rector -

Subject: 313 Waverley St., Palo Alto
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Some people who received this message don't often get email fron_A Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello HRB:

My Mother, Marie Antoinette Rector (cc'd here), is the owner of the home at 313 Waverley St. in
Palo Alto. You may also see her name in the title history as Marie Antoinette Pitman, which was
her name from a previous marriage. We recently learned that the HRB is considering adding 313
Waverley to the historic inventory - although we received no formal notice from HRB or the City.
We were surprised that this process has gone this far with no apparent effort to give specific
notice to the owner, much less any effort to explain the criteria for, or the consequences of, a
historic designation. Given the opacity with which the process is being implemented, we are not
in a position to agree to any change to the designation of 313 Waverley, and specifically object to
313 Waverley being added to the historic register.

This email serves as our clear objection to 313 Waverley's nomination for the HRB and City
Council’s review and consideration.

Please note our objection to the nomination/designation on the record during any meeting during
which you consider the issue as we are not confident we have received notice of all relevant
meetings.

Please let me know if we have to submit an objection in some other way, or if you have any other
guestions or concerns.

Thanks,

Mike Pitman
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From: Jim Sharp

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board; Historic Resources Board
Subject: Palo Alto Historical Inventory - Objection Letter for 333 Waverley Street
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 7:41:24 AM

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Historical Resources Board and Amy French,

We are Pat and Jim Sharp, the owners of the property at 333 Waverley Street which has been
nominated for listing on the Palo Alto Historical Inventory.
This email conveys our objection to any such nomination for this property.

We have lived in our house on the property since 1973. Due to our ages we can no longer maintain it
as it should be maintained and we won't be living there much longer.
We think we should leave any historical register decision up to a new owner.

Sincerely,

Jim Sharp

Pat Sharp
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From: Carrie Jeffries

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board; Council, City; icastellano@m-group.us; Jeffries, Tony
Subject: Jeffries Home - 975 Hamilton Avenue: Remove Our Home From Historic Preservation Consideration
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 8:20:18 AM

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

TO:

Amy French, Chief Planning Official & HRB Liason

Isabelle Castellano, M-Group Historic Preservation Consultant
City Council: City of Palo Alto

Historic Review Board: City of Palo Alto

FROM: Carrie & Tony Jeffries, homeowners of 975 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301

RE: Removal of our home from consideration by the 2023 Historic Resource
Reconnaissance Survey team for designation as historic by the City of Palo Alto, the State of
California or the National Register of Historic Homes.

Please see the signed attached letter that clearly states that we do not want our home
designated as historic by the city of Palo Alto, the state of California or the
federal government.

We will be dropping off a copy of this signed letter to all agencies prior to the Historical
Resources Board meeting on Thursday, November 9th. We will be in attendance at this
meeting to further state our vehement opposition to the action the City of Palo Alto is taking to
force homes into a historic designation.
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Carolyn & Neil Anthony Jeffries

November 5, 2023

Amy French & Isabel Castellano
Palo Alto Development Center
285 Hamilton Avenue, Suite 100
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Dear Ms. French and Ms. Castellano,

Our property at 975 Hamilton Avenue is under consideration for designation as historic by the City of Palo
Alto (NRHP Eligible under criteria A & C.) I would like to request a2 meeting regarding this action with one
or both of you. We would like to clearly state that we do not want our property designated as historic and
would like our property withdrawn from consideration prior to the HRB Hearing on November 9th, 2023.

We purchased this stately old home with every intention of maintaining it, renovating it within the parameters
set forth by the building code of the City of Palo Alto. At the time of purchase in 2018, there was no historic
designation disclosed by the seller or disclosed on title documents. When we submitted renovation plans to
the city, we were told that our home had a City of Palo Alto Planning Department designation of ‘historically
significant.” To be able to move forward with our renovation plans, we had to have our plans reviewed and
approved by the Historic Review Board, even though the house was not listed as part of the Historic Register
and we received no benefits from the designation as ‘historically significant’. We worked in good faith with
the City of Palo Alto to preserve the historic nature of our house and went through the process. This
designation curbed our ability to change any exterior fagades of our home that are seen from the street (which
is considerable as our home sits on a corner.)

It is not lawful to arbitrarily designate a property historic without compensating homeowners for the loss of
home value that comes with this designation. Homeowners who voluntarily decide to designate their home
historic do so for a variety of reasons (tax advantages, altered permitting parameters, etc.) and willingly accept
the devaluation of their property.

We have already dealt with the added time and cost of going through the Historic Review Board process for a

home that didn’t even have an official historic designation. We want our home removed from consideration for
a historic designation by the Historic Resource Reconnaissance Survey committee and Palo Alto City Council.

/, el

arolyn erndt Joffries Neil Anthonylf:fﬁies

Carrie & Tony Jeffries
Palo Alto, CA 93401

CE: Palo Alto Historic Review Board
Palo Alto City Council



From: Erench, Amy

To: Carrie Jeffries

Cc: City Mgr; Historic Resources Board; icastellano@m-group.us; Jeffries, Tony

Subject: RE: Jeffries Home - 975 Hamilton Avenue: Remove Our Home From Historic Preservation Consideration
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 9:24:18 AM

Attachments: HamiltonAve 975.pdf

Thank you Carrie,
We have recorded your response regarding your objection to listing on the City’s local inventory.

Attached, please find your nomination form for the local inventory, paired with the DPR form from
the 1997-2001 survey.

From: Carrie Jeffries <} G

Sent: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 8:20 AM

To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; icastellano@m-group.us;
seffries, Tony ||| G

Subject: Jeffries Home - 975 Hamilton Avenue: Remove Our Home From Historic Preservation
Consideration

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

TO:

Amy French, Chief Planning Official & HRB Liason

Isabelle Castellano, M-Group Historic Preservation Consultant
City Council: City of Palo Alto

Historic Review Board: City of Palo Alto

FROM: Carrie & Tony Jeffries, homeowners of 975 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto, CA 94301

RE: Removal of our home from consideration by the 2023 Historic Resource Reconnaissance Survey
team for designation as historic by the City of Palo Alto, the State of California or the National
Register of Historic Homes.

Please see the signed attached letter that clearly states that we do not want our home
designated as historic by the city of Palo Alto, the state of California or the federal government.

We will be dropping off a copy of this signed letter to all agencies prior to the Historical Resources
Board meeting on Thursday, November 9th. We will be in attendance at this meeting to further state
our vehement opposition to the action the City of Palo Alto is taking to force homes into a historic
designation.
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PAGE&TURNBULL

975 HAMILTON AVENUE
APN: 003-04-019

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1909-1942

Summary of Significance: 975 Hamilton Avenue was found eligible under Criterion A as a unique
property constructed to serve as an income-producing rental property for a widow who occupied a
rear cottage. It was also found eligible under Criterion C as an example of an early and notable
Prairie style residence with stucco cladding.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1909, the
year of the building's construction. The significance of the property under Criterion A, as a unique
property constructed to serve as an income-producing rental property for a widow who occupied a
rear cottage, has also been omitted as this significance may be better expressed through the survey
and potential identification of a historic district.

- Sy

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update hotraph. ~ Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state, or nation)
Statement of Significance: 975 Hamilton Avenue is significant as an early and rare example of a
stucco clad Prairie-style residence.

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of California — The Resources Agency Pimary #_____

' DEPARTMENT OF PRRK&_:AND RECREATION HRE# o 0 e e
PRIMARY RECORD Trinomial____ -
NRHP Status Code ____3S.
Otherlistings_____ . Sh
: Review Code__ Reviewer S Date
Page 1 of 6 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _975 Hamilton Ave

P1. Other Ildentifier:_ 975 Hamilton Ave

P2. Location: 0O Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*h. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date _1991 T__ ;R__;_ % of __% of Sec_: B.M.
c. Address_975 Hamilton Ave City_Palo Alto Zip _94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN 003 04 019
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The following description addresses the building in terms of its structure, plan, and appearance. The structure and plan are
described using three sources of information (1949 Assessment Record prepared by the Tax Assessor, Sanborn maps, and
current survey information — photographs, Field Notes form, and site visits from 1998 and 1999). The description of the
structure and plan is presented for two phases in the building’s history. The building is presented as it was built, or as it was
at the earliest time warranted by the information available. Second the building is presented as it has changed, up to the present
(1999).

The house at 975 Hamilton is a large, two-story structure with a hip roof. It has a three-quarters basement, and its attic space
is unfinished. It is a balloon or platform frame structure on a concrete wall foundation. It is enclosed on the exterior with
stucco. Fenestration consists of double-hung and casement windows, including leaded glass sidelights and transoms on the

See continuation sheet

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)_ HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: = Building O Structure O Object O Site O District O Element of District 0O Other (isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo:

{View, date, accession #)

975 Hamilton Ave: view northwest;
09/14/99; by B. Vahey; roll BRV-79,
neg #30

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: ® Historic

O Prehistoric 0 Both

1909: Palo Alto Times

*P7. Owner and Address:

John & Joan Urguhart

975 Hamilton Ave Palo Alto CA
94301
*P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94105
*P9. Date Recorded:
, December 29, 1999

Al *P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none".)_Palo Alto Historic Survey Update (Corbett and Bradley for Dames & Moore, 2000}

*Attachments: 0 NONE ® Location Map 0O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
O Archaeological Record O District Record 0O Linear Feature Record 0O Milling Station Record DO Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record O Photograph Record O Other (List)

DPR 523A (1/95)/ HAMI975.F1 *Required information.
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Page_2 of 6 Resource ldentifier:__975 Hamilton Ave

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett *Date_December 29, 1999 = Continuation 0O Update

Description (continued)

ground floor. Inside, there are cement floors in the basement, hardwood floors on the ground floor, and pine floors on the
second floor. In 1949, the Assessment Record lists a gas-fired hot air heating system and one fireplace. The presence of air
conditioning, noted in heavier ink on the Assessment Record, was probably added in 1964 or 1967.

In plan, this is a generally rectangular, two-story house with projections on three sides. At the rear in the west corner is a one-
story block that cuts into the main rectangular volume of the house and projects into the back yard. On the northeast side
facing Hale Street, there is a projecting bay at the rear and a projecting porch closer to the front. On the main facade at the
center is a projecting entrance porch with a hip roof approached by a wide brick walkway and steps.

In 1949, the Assessment Record identified the following rooms: on the ground floor were a living room, dining room, den,
bedroom, bath, kitchen, and service porch; upstairs were three bedrooms, two baths, and a sleeping porch. The arrangement
of these rooms is not known.

In appearance, this house mixes forms that were locally common with materials and stylistic references that were somewhat
new to Palo Alto. In form, it is a hip-roofed box with a symmetrical facade, like many others of the time in Palo Alto. Other
houses like this were usually clad in lap or beveled siding and decorated in the Colonial Revival style. At this time, some new
houses in Palo Alto were clad in stucco as a more fire-resistant material than wood, following the experience of the fire in San
Francisco that followed the earthquake of 1906. A few others were clad in stucco as a more modern material. The common
form of this house was clad in stucco as part of its treatment in the Prairie Style. This house is not a sophisticated example
of the Prairie Style, but it would have stood out when it was completed as a very modern house. Features of the style, in
addition to its stucco walls, are its horizontality achieved by its roof and porch roof, its relatively low hip roof, its broad eaves
with paneled soffits, and its wide, three-part windows with decorative glass transoms.
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State of California — The Resources Agency Primary #__

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #

BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page _3 of _6 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) _975 Hamilton Ave

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: _Single family property

*B5.  Architectural Style: _Prairie
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations}
1909: Built (Palo Alto Times)
1912: Garage built
1963: Swimming pool, building for pool heater and garage added

*B7. Moved? ® No O Yes O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder:_unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme_A: Pattern of development; C: Stuccoed house and Prairie style house Area_Palo Alto
Period of Significance _1909-1942 Property Type_Residential Applicable Criteria _A and C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.}

History

Site: The 100-by-120-foot lot at 975 Hamilton is located in Block 67 of the Original Map of the University Park of 1889. On
each Map of the City of Palo Alto from that of ca. 1917 to that of 1949, the lot is 100 by 200 feet; a 100-by-80-foot portion
of which was sold off to form the lot at 576 Hale. 576 Hale appears in the Palo Afto City Directory of 1916-1917 and on the
Sanborn map of 1924 as a dependent dwelling on the property of 975 Hamilton. The occupant of 576 Hale is not identified
by the City Directory as an owner of that property until the edition of 1944. It would have been about 1943 that the subdivision
took place.

Structure: The Palo Alto Times printed on 31 December 1909 in a column entitled “Record of Improvements” a notice that
Emma Wolverton had built in that year a $6,000 residence in Block 67. The same newspaper reported on 13 January 1912
that a building permit had been issued for a new garage at the address. A small house behind the main house on the same
property, at 576 Hale Street, was occupied by Mrs. Wolverton by 1915. The footprint of this house on the 1924 Sanborn map
is similar to that of numerous small square cottages with projecting wings built in Palo Alto in the 1890s-1900s. The footprints
on the 1924 Sanborn map of the cottage reappear unaltered on the Sanborn map of 1949 (except for the addition of a little

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator:_Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_December 29, 1999

(This space reserved for official comments)
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Page_4 of 6 Resource Identifier:_975 Hamilton Ave

Recorded by _ Michael Corbett *Date_December 29, 1999 = Continuation D Update

History (continued)
garage between them). According to the Assessor’s records the only significant alterations have been the addition of a
swimming pool, a 10-by-10-foot housing for its heater, and a new garage in 1963.

Use: An obituary printed in the Palo Afto Times on 21 March 1946 said that Mrs. Emma Wolverton (widow of Byron) had moved
to Palo Alto from Winona, Minnesota. She was not survived by any children or grandchildren. She bought a large lot on a
corner in a fashionable neighborhood with a small existing cottage on the side street, and built a large modern house facing the
main street. For many, if not most of the years she resided in Palo Alto (1909 to 1942), Mrs. Wolverton occupied the small
cottage and rented the large house with its four bedrooms to families. In the Census records, she resided in the main house
(975 Hamilton) in 1910, and in 1920 she was in the small cottage (576 Hale) while Isidore Cohen, his wife, and one son were
in the main house. Although nothing more is known about Mrs. Wolverton or her husband, some speculations can be made on
the basis of her hometown of Winona, Minnesota and the circumstances of her move to Palo Alto. According to The American
Guide (p. 592) “The city claims to be the wealthiest of its size in the U.S.” In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, fortunes
were made in lumber, grain, flour, limestone, and brick making. It appears that Mr. Woiverton made enough money in the
prosperous city of Winona for his widow to build a large and expensive house in a fashionable neighborhood in Palo Alto. In
choosing a design for her house, Mrs. Wolverton relied on what she knew in Winona rather than dominant fashions in Palo Alto.
Unlike Palo Alto at that time, Winona was a showcase of major examples of stylish architecture for public, commercial, and
residential purposes. Two of the major architectural firms whose work is associated with that of Louis Sullivan and Frank Lloyd
Wright — Purcell Feick and Elmslie and George W. Maher — would soon design major buildings in Winona when Mrs. Wolverton
moved to Palo Alto. Presumably by this time there were already many Prairie Style houses based on the work of Frank Lloyd
Wright in Winona, as there were in most prosperous midwestern cities, especially in lllinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and lowa.
For Mrs. Wolverton, choosing this design appears to have been choosing a familiar image for her home. In 1946 another widow,
Elizabeth Cairns, was listed as the owning occupant of the house.

Evaluation

This house, at 975 Hamilton, appears eligible for the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance for the period
1909 when it was built, to 1942, when Mrs. Wolverton left.

Under criterion A, the house represents in a different way than was usual, the construction of property by a widow for income
— in this case, the owner did not take in boarders but lived in a rear cottage while renting out the main house.

Under criterion C, the house is an early example in Palo Alto of a stucco clad house and an early example of the Prairie Style.
References

Alsberg, Henry G., editor. The American Guide: A Source Book and Complete Travel Guide for the United States. New York:
Hastings House, 1949.

California Office of Historic Preservation. /nstructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997.

Gebhard, David and Tom Martinson. A Guide to the Architecture of Minnesota. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press,
1977.

Map of the City of Palo Alto. ca. 1917, 1921, 1924, 1929, 1949,
Original Map of the University Park. 1889.
Palo Alto City Directory. 1910-1948.

Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.
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From: PaloAlto GMI

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board
Subject: HRB Objection Letter - 1056 University Avenue
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 10:08:06 AM
Attachments: HRB Obijection Letter 1056 University Ave.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_ Learn why this is

important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Please see attached objection letter. Thank you!


mailto:paloaltogmi@gmail.com
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

1056 University Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301
paloaltogmi@gmail.com

November 6, 2023

Palo Alto Historic Resources Board
285 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto CA 94301

Re: 1056 University Avenue Homeowner Objection to Listing in Historic Registries
Dear Ms. French,

We received a notice (postmarked October 26, 2023) regarding an HRB public hearing on
November 9, 2023.

We would like to transmit our objection in advance to any nomination for the HRB or City
Council’s review or consideration of our property, 1056 University Avenue, for any
proposed Historic Register (local, state, Federal or otherwise), including the National Register of
Historic Places, the California Register of Historic Resources, and the Palo Alto Historic
Inventory. Our home has undergone significant renovations in recent years and, in any case, the
incentives would be worthless to us.

Thank you in advance for communicating this objection to the HRB in advance of the November
9, 2023 meeting. Unfortunately, we are not able to make it to the meeting but wish our clear

objection to be conveyed. Thank you very much for your assistance in clearing this matter.

Kind regards,

S






1056 University Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

November 6, 2023

Palo Alto Historic Resources Board
285 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto CA 94301

Re: 1056 University Avenue Homeowner Objection to Listing in Historic Registries
Dear Ms. French,

We received a notice (postmarked October 26, 2023) regarding an HRB public hearing on
November 9, 2023.

We would like to transmit our objection in advance to any nomination for the HRB or City
Council’s review or consideration of our property, 1056 University Avenue, for any
proposed Historic Register (local, state, Federal or otherwise), including the National Register of
Historic Places, the California Register of Historic Resources, and the Palo Alto Historic
Inventory. Our home has undergone significant renovations in recent years and, in any case, the
incentives would be worthless to us.

Thank you in advance for communicating this objection to the HRB in advance of the November
9, 2023 meeting. Unfortunately, we are not able to make it to the meeting but wish our clear

objection to be conveyed. Thank you very much for your assistance in clearing this matter.

Kind regards,

S



From: Daniel

To: Historic Resources Board
Subject: Homes under review for Historic List
Date: Tuesday, November 7, 2023 1:50:27 PM

[You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important at
https://aka.ms/I.earnAboutSenderldentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious of opening attachments and clicking
on links.

To whom this may concern:
Please present this prior to November 9th Historic Review Board meeting.

My name is Daniel Robertson. I’ am the property owner and also live at 643 College Ave with my family which has
been listed as a home to be on the Historic list of Palo Alto. This property has been in my family since my great
grandfather purchased it from the original family in 1956. I do not want my property to be added to the list of
historic homes. I hope that we as property owners have an option to not be added. In College terrace I have seen
numerous houses that been bought and sold by Stanford. The process of trying to rebuild in Palo Alto is difficult and
adding houses to an historic list but allowing Stanford to demolish any house is not fair or just to Palo Alto property
owners. I love the city of Palo Alto and College terrace where I live. Please present this to the review board and to
be noted.

Thank you,
Daniel Robertson

Sent from my iPhone


mailto:danerduder@hotmail.com
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
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From: John Bard

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City; Maureen W Bard

Subject: Palo Alto Historical Inventory - Objection Letter for 947 Waverley Street
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 8:43:36 AM

Attachments: johnbard.vcf

You don't often get email frorr_‘ Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Historical Resources Board and Amy French,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input regarding our property’s
potential nomination for listing on the Palo Alto Historical Inventory.

This email conveys our objection to any such listing/inclusion for our
property at 947 Waverley Street. Please withdraw our property from
consideration.

We purchased our home almost 25 years ago with great appreciation for its
historical character, and we intend to maintain its integrity as we make
improvements going forward. That said, we do not see any relevant
incentives and many potential risks to being listed in the Palo Alto
Historical Inventory program.

We believe that listing a property in the historical inventory reduces the
appeal to potential buyers, and creates inequities between two similar
adjacent properties. Creating an involuntary inventory to preserve Palo
Alto’s character would unfairly apply regulations at the expense of a small
group of homeowners.

We see a risk to having our property listed without fully understanding the
code benefits and restrictions that you plan to determine later. That
uncertainty is also a risk given inconsistencies and restrictions in the
current building codes (energy efficiency requirements, setbacks/height
limitations, R1/R2/RMD differences). We do not want our property to
have more restrictions and requirements above and beyond the City’s
already rigorous and lengthy permit approval process.

The City has previously chosen not to participate in the Mills Act program
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so it 1s unlikely to be a realistic incentive in the future for property owners
to participate and offset costs. Other key benefits of the program as
described on the web site primarily apply to commercial rather than
residential property owners.

This program only protects individual properties and will not protect the
character of neighborhoods. There are many examples in the City today
where one older home is surrounded and overwhelmed by newer
development (such as 640 and 650 Waverley Street, 533 Bryant Street, 564
University Avenue, 446 Forest Avenue). We run the same risk in our own
immediate neighborhood of mixed zoning, lot sizes, and building styles.

Thank you for your consideration,

Maureen and John Bard

Palo Alto, CA 94301



From: Julie Good

To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy; Isabel Castellano

Cc: Dan Kaleba

Subject: Homeowner letter for 1590 California Ave - for November 9th meeting
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 1:11:08 PM

Attachments: 1590 Historic preservation meeting 11.9.23.pdf

You don't often get email frorr_, Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Historic Resources Board, Amy French, Isabel Castellano -
Please see attached our letter for presentation at the meeting tomorrow night.

Sincerely,
Julie and Dan


mailto:jjkaleba@yahoo.com
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November 8, 2023

Historic Resources Board
City of Palo Alto
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Dear Board —

As the homeowners of 1590 California Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, we are aware you are
considering our home for designation as a historic home under criteria 2 and 6, category 2. We
have thoroughly reviewed the documents from the original 1997-2001 survey as well as the
2023 Page and Turnbull Reconnaissance Survey nomination for this home.

We do not want our home listed. Our view is that homeowners should have the choice to put

forward their home for consideration, after adequate opportunity to thoroughly evaluate City
Council approved incentives before doing so.

incerely,

DK

ulie Good and Daniel Kaleba
1590 California Ave

Palo Alto, CA

94306










November 8, 2023

Historic Resources Board
City of Palo Alto
Palo Alto, CA 94301

Dear Board —

As the homeowners of 1590 California Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, we are aware you are
considering our home for designation as a historic home under criteria 2 and 6, category 2. We
have thoroughly reviewed the documents from the original 1997-2001 survey as well as the
2023 Page and Turnbull Reconnaissance Survey nomination for this home.

We do not want our home listed. Our view is that homeowners should have the choice to put

forward their home for consideration, after adequate opportunity to thoroughly evaluate City
Council approved incentives before doing so.

incerely,

DK

ulie Good and Daniel Kaleba

Palo Alto, CA
94306



From:

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City

Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 2:37:53 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello:
| strongly object to including my property at 162 Bryant St in the historic preservation inventory.

First, a radical remodel of this house was performed in 1989 costing more than $150K, including:
e Raising the entire structure 4 feet, placing it on a new foundation
e Adding a full basement with a concrete floor which includes windows facing the street that
did not exist in the previous structure, as well as adding outdoor stair access to the new
basement and visible from the street, replacing the old cellar doors
e Demolishing the garage structure which was in poor repair and replacing it with completely
new structure with a concrete floor
e Adding a full porch across the back of the house
e Replacing the concrete front porch and porch steps with a new wooden structure
e Replacing wooden columns at the foot of the front steps with stone columns
e Replacing the wooden siding with new wooden siding
¢ Replacing the wooden gutters which were no longer functional with modern sheet metal
gutters
e Replacing the cracked parallel concrete strips that constituted the driveway with a full brick
driveway
e Converting the interior of the structure from a duplex into a single family dwelling
To argue that this revised structure is historic is to make a mockery of the term. It is no more historic
than completely new structures built in Victorian or Tudor styles.

Secondly, | believe that applying this designation to my property would have a significant negative
impact on my property value. It seems obvious that adding constraints to the use of the property
that do not apply to other residential properties would make the property less valuable.

Third, this designation would in all likelihood preclude me from making changes, such as adding an
additional story (matching the height of structures on both sides of my house) to allow my son and
his family to live close to me and allow my wife and | to gracefully age in place if we should choose to
do this. It would also preclude making changes that would help the city to comply with the state
mandate to create additional density.

Fourth, | believe that it is basically unfair to suddenly and selectively apply extra regulations to my
property unless | opt in to some sort of historic preservation program. If the city is mandating
preservation of historic structures, then surely the residences of the past, current, and future city
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council members should be included in this list. These city leaders are defining the rules that
determine the city’s history, and preserving their environments at the time that these decisions
were made has historic significance. Those structures certainly have more historic significance than
the home of an ordinary citizen like me.

Finally, | object to the process by which this evaluation is being carried out. We were notified that
our property may be on the list, but the implications of being on this list were not clarified. Since we
were out of the country visiting relatives for the past 2 weeks, we missed a couple of the hastily
scheduled meetings and are barely back in time to attend the Nov. 9 meeting to let our wishes be
known. Also, it appears that my unavoidable absence could have resulted in decisions being made
for me by the HRB, which hardly seems fair. Why is this policy being introduced so quickly and non-
transparently when so many other pressing municipal issues drag out for years?

George (Jerry) Smith



From: Erench, Amy

To:

Cc: City Mar; Isabel Castellano; Historic Resources Board

Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 3:04:15 PM

Attachments: BryantSt 162.pdf

Hello Jerry,

Thank you for your email. Your objection to the nomination of 162 Bryant has been recorded for the
Historic Resource Board (HRB) and City Council’s review and consideration. If you have any
additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

I've attached the nomination form as well as the DPR form prepared during the 1997-2001 historic
survey for your lovely 1908 home. You can review the reasons our consultant found it still eligible
for the National Register of Historical Places.

At the HRB meeting tomorrow, all of the properties for which letters/emails noting objections to
listing on the Local Inventory have been received will be removed from the HRB voting. A separate
meeting is targeted for the end of January 2024 to discuss these properties with objections filed. It
will give more time to owners who would like to engage further, learn more about the various
incentives that apply to historic properties, and fully listen to the feedback.

The webpage for the reconnaissance survey includes the April 2023 community meeting and the
more recent community meeting.

The city is not mandating preservation and second stories on historic homes are possible. | would be
happy to take the time needed to discuss your property. It is a long conversation with each owner
about the specific code sections and possible incentives that could apply to a property. A partial list

Sth

of potential benefits and drawbacks were noted on slides for the October 25" Community Meeting

presentation (slides 7 and 21) which you were unable to attend.

The primary benefits include the following:
e Application of the California Historic Building Code

¢ Income-producing properties may be able to apply for Federal Historic Rehabilitation
Tax Credits

e Palo Alto Planning Department is available to provide design guidance regarding
proposed projects

¢ Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC) offer development incentives that assist owners of
historic resources

e R-1zoned parcels with two homes (one listed historic) can create a flag lot

e HRB provides guidance and recommendations on significant modifications to listed
Inventory properties

e Potential property tax reduction incentive through a Mills Act Program, if Council
adopts a program

The drawbacks include:


mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
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PAGE&TURNBULL

162 BRYANT STREET
APN: 120-24-038

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1950

Summary of Significance: 162 Bryant Street was deemed eligible under Criterion A as a
representative of the establishment of Palo Alto in its first two decades by middle-class families.
Under Criterion C, it was deemed eligible as a representative of the work of carpenters or builders
who were influenced by traditional practices and published building plans.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1908, the
year of the building's construction. The Criterion A significance identified in the 2001 Survey has
been omitted as the subject building is not known to have served as a catalyst for early middle-class
development.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:
e Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way
of life important to the city, state or nation)
e Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation
Page 2 of 2

Statement of Significance: 162 Bryant Street is significant as an elaborate example of an early
common square cottage house type built from published building plans. It features stylistic
elements of the Edwardian era that combine Colonial Revival and Queen Anne characteristics. It
retains a high level of integrity and craftsmanship.

Period of Significance: 1908

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

PAGE & TURNBULL 170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of California — The Resources" \gency

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREA -ION

PRIMARY RECORD .
Other Listings i i i
Review Code_ Reviewer ,,,,,, Date
Page 1 of5 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _162 Bryant St
P1. Other Identifier:_162 Brvant St
P2. Location: D Not for Publication = Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*bh. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date _1991 T_;R__;__ Y of __% of Sec ; B.M.
c. Address_162 Bryant St City_Palo Alto Zip 94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN 120 24 038
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The house at 162 Bryant is a large and elaborate example of a common type. It is a one-story, stud-frame house above a raised
basement. The house and half porch at the front are covered by a hip roof. A projecting wing at the front and a side bay
window are covered by gable roofs.

The main walls of the house are clad in 2-lap or 3-lap siding, excépt for a frieze under the eaves clad in flush siding. The gables
are clad in fish-scale shingles. Fenestration includes a paneled front door and double-hung windows except in some locations
on the front. On the porch is a high horizontal casement window (perhaps a piano window) and in the projecting wing is a
tripartite window with multi-pane sidelights and upper sash of the central window. .

See continuation sheet

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)_ HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building O Structure O Object O Site O District O Element of District D Other (isolates, etc.)

P5b. Description of Photo:

{View, date, accession #)

162 Bryant St; view southwest;
09/20/99: by B. Vahey: roll BRV-84,
neqg #19

*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: ® Historic

O Prehistoric O Both

ca. 1908; City Directory

*P7. Owner and Address:

George & Lora_Smith

f| _162 Brvant St Palo Alto CA 94301
1| *P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94105

*P9. Date Recorded:
- January 11, 2000

|| *P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none".)_Palo Alto Historic Survey Update (Corbett and Bradley for Dames & Moore, 2000)

*Attachments: O NONE ® Location Map O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
O Archaeological Record O District Record O Linear Feature Record DO Milling Station Record O Rock Art Record
O Artifact Record 0O Photograph Record O Other {List)

DPR 523A {1/95)/ BRYA162.F1 *Required information.






State of Califomia — The Resources Agency Primary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI/Trinomial

CONTINUATION SHEET s

Page_2 of5 Resource Identifier:__162 Bryant St

Recorded by __Michael Corbett *Date_January 11, 2000 ® Continuation D Update

Description (continued)

In plan, this house is generally rectangular except at the front where various features give it a lively and irregular form. The
exterior wall is defined by a projecting wing with an angled bay window facing the street, an entrance vestibule standing out
from the main walls under the porch, and an angled bay window facing the side. The central portions of this irregular exterior
wall are covered by a porch. Lacking a Tax Assessor’s card and the detailed information it provides about structure, finishes,
and rooms, little is known about the interior. According to MetroScan (1999), this building has eight rooms including four
bedrooms and two family rooms. The other two rooms are, presumably, a living room and dining room. In addition, there is
a kitchen and three bathrooms. The raised basement would appear to have been finished long after the original house and to
include the two family rooms. Thus, the main house must contain a living room, dining room and two to four bedrooms.
Because the front door is off center, this house appears less likely to have a corridor providing access to rooms, and more likely
to have a more modern, open plan. Several houses of a similar character appear in Wilson’s Bungalow Book of 1908.

The appearance of the house mixes forms and images usually associated with 19th-century houses on the one hand and 20th-
century bungalows on the other hand. The basic shape of the house as it appears from the street, a one-story square box with
a hip roof and a projecting wing with an angled bay window at the front, was common in the 1890s. Such houses were often
decorated with ornament from the Queen Anne style, which was popular at the time, and have often been called Queen Anne
cottages in style guides of the 1960s-1990s. Unlike this house, however, cottages of the 1890s were usually clad in different
siding {including rustic siding and patterned shingles) and had a higher pitched roof with a gable over the projecting wing. The
lively and irregular form of the front of this house is also characteristic of houses of the 1890s.

Houses with plans like this were published in newspapers, magazines, and plan books. They were widely available and were
commonly used with and without modifications as sources of ideas for homeowners and as plans for carpenters, builders, and
architects. Wilson's Bungalow Book of 1908 illustrated several house plans like many other published plans that might have
served as a starting point for the design of this house.

The finishes and decorative details of this house also mix imagery from the 1890s with imagery from the time the house was
built {ca. 1908). The contrasting textures of the wall siding and the shingled gables recall the Queen Anne style of the 1890s.
At the same time, these and other features are associated with the imagery of the Colonial Revival style and with bungalows
of the 1900s. The siding, the round porch columns that visually support an entablature, and the paneled soffits are associated
with the Colonial Revival style. The textured walls, the low pitch of the roof, and the suggestion of an open floor plan, are
characteristics of bungalows.
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BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD

Page _3 of _5 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder} _162 Bryant St

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: _Single family property

*B5.  Architectural Style:_Colonial Revival
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations})
ca. 1908: Built (City Directory)

*B7. Moved? ® No O Yes 0O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8.  Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder:_unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme_A: Pattern of development; C: Common local house type Area_Palo Alto
Period of Significance_1908-1950 Property Type_Residential Applicable Criteria _A and C

(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

History

Site: The 1904 edition of the Sanborn map of Palo Alto shows no structure on the parcel of land that became 162 Bryant.
Property lines on that map indicate that the parcel’s proportions had not yet been determined. On the same map one can see
that this portion of Palo Alto served residential purposes exclusively from the beginning.

Building History: The City Directories first list 162 Bryant in the 1908 edition. There is no evidence of a later change of street
numbers to cause a confusion of the present 162 Bryant with another structure. At the same time the Santa Clara County
MetroScan dates the building to 1912. The Historic Inventory Survey and City of Palo Aito Index to Building Permits gives no
reference. The 1910 U.S. Census lists Harry and Adeline Vandervoort living at 162 Bryant with their two sons of six and four
years. They are identified as owners of the property with a mortgage.

History of Use: According to the City Directories, the house at 162 Bryant was first occupied as the residence of the proprietor
of a transfer company and his family. W. Allguire a gas fitter is also identified as resident at the address. He shares the
proprietors wife’s maiden name. So whatever the details of the arrangement, it seems to have been a situation other than that
of householder taking in boarders. W. Allguire was gone by the time of the 1910 U.S. Census. The house continued to be the
residence of the families of proprietors and managers of commercial establishments located in the town for much of the first
half of the century.

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator:_Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_January 11, 2000

(This space reserved for official comments)
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CONTINUATION SHEET === , -
Page_4 of5 Resource Identifier:_162 Bryant St

Recorded by __ Michael Corbett/Steve Hardy (history) *Date_January 11, 2000 ® Continuation O Update
Evaluation

The house at 162 Bryant Street appears to possess significance under criteria A and C of the NRHP. It appears eligible at the
local level of significance for the period 1908 to 1950. Under criterion A, it represents the establishment of the original part
of Palo Alto in its first two decades by middle class families — the first owners owned a transfer company. Under criterion C,
it is a large and elaborate example of a common house type that mixed forms and images from the 1890s and 1900s. It
represents the work of carpenters or builders influenced by traditional practices and published building plans. In plan and shape
it recalls a common small house type of the 1890s. At the same time, in style and decoration it is a bungalow, with elements
of the Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, and Craftsman styles.

The house appears to possess integrity. Its high basement, finished as living space, appears to be an addition, date unknown.
This is a common type of addition, that might have been made anytime from the 1910s to the 1990s.

References

California Office of Historic Preservation. Instructions for Nominating Historical Resources to the California Register of Historic
Resources. Sacramento, CA. August 1997,

MetroScan. 1999.
Palo Alto Historic Survey Update. Property File.
Palo Alto Times. 13 April 1940.

Palo Alto Times. Alfred McAslan, 14 August 1951; Effie McAslan, 13 November 1967; Anne Patricia Williams, 14 December
1970; Nancy Walker, 23 June 1981; Nettie S. Walker, 25 March 1952,

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1904.

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924,

Sanborn Map Company. /nsurance Maps of Palo Alto. New York: 1924; revisions to 1949,
U.S. Census. 1910.

United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service. National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register
Criteria for Evaluation.

Wilson, Henry L. The Bungalow Book: A Short Sketch of the Evolution of the Bungalow from its Primitive Crudeness to its
Present State of Artistic Beauty and Cozy Convenience. [lllustrated with Drawings of Exteriors, Floor Plans, Interiors and Cozy
Corners of Bungalows Which Have Been Built from Original Designs. 4th edition. Los Angeles: Henry L. Wilson, 1908.
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Common fear about historic properties and review procedures
e Major alterations or demolition may undergo review by the HRB
e Environmental Review (CEQA) may be required (time/cost)

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. If you would like to have a
phone call, please share with me a couple of available times | may reach you.

rrom S

Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 2:38 PM

To: French, Amy <Amy.French@ CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board
<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Cc: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>

Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello:
| strongly object to including my property at 162 Bryant St in the historic preservation inventory.

First, a radical remodel of this house was performed in 1989 costing more than $150K, including:
e Raising the entire structure 4 feet, placing it on a new foundation
e Adding a full basement with a concrete floor which includes windows facing the street that
did not exist in the previous structure, as well as adding outdoor stair access to the new
basement and visible from the street, replacing the old cellar doors
e Demolishing the garage structure which was in poor repair and replacing it with completely
new structure with a concrete floor
e Adding a full porch across the back of the house
e Replacing the concrete front porch and porch steps with a new wooden structure
e Replacing wooden columns at the foot of the front steps with stone columns
e Replacing the wooden siding with new wooden siding
e Replacing the wooden gutters which were no longer functional with modern sheet metal
gutters
e Replacing the cracked parallel concrete strips that constituted the driveway with a full brick
driveway
e Converting the interior of the structure from a duplex into a single family dwelling
To argue that this revised structure is historic is to make a mockery of the term. It is no more historic
than completely new structures built in Victorian or Tudor styles.

Secondly, | believe that applying this designation to my property would have a significant negative
impact on my property value. It seems obvious that adding constraints to the use of the property


https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

that do not apply to other residential properties would make the property less valuable.

Third, this designation would in all likelihood preclude me from making changes, such as adding an
additional story (matching the height of structures on both sides of my house) to allow my son and
his family to live close to me and allow my wife and | to gracefully age in place if we should choose to
do this. It would also preclude making changes that would help the city to comply with the state
mandate to create additional density.

Fourth, | believe that it is basically unfair to suddenly and selectively apply extra regulations to my
property unless | opt in to some sort of historic preservation program. If the city is mandating
preservation of historic structures, then surely the residences of the past, current, and future city
council members should be included in this list. These city leaders are defining the rules that
determine the city’s history, and preserving their environments at the time that these decisions
were made has historic significance. Those structures certainly have more historic significance than
the home of an ordinary citizen like me.

Finally, | object to the process by which this evaluation is being carried out. We were notified that
our property may be on the list, but the implications of being on this list were not clarified. Since we
were out of the country visiting relatives for the past 2 weeks, we missed a couple of the hastily
scheduled meetings and are barely back in time to attend the Nov. 9 meeting to let our wishes be
known. Also, it appears that my unavoidable absence could have resulted in decisions being made
for me by the HRB, which hardly seems fair. Why is this policy being introduced so quickly and non-
transparently when so many other pressing municipal issues drag out for years?

George (Jerry) Smith



From: Don Jackson

To: Council, City; Historic Resources Board; Shikada, Ed; Lait, Jonathan; French, Amy
Subject: Additional comments on Historic Resources Inventory process
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 3:09:42 PM

You don't often get email from _ Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

November 8, 2023
Honorable Council Members, Historic Resource Board Members, and Staff:

In addition to our earlier letter objecting to the inclusion of our property, I want to make the
following points:

It is unambiguously clear from the Council minutes that the primary motivation for this review
and update to the historic inventory was to prevent such properties from utilizing SB-9
authorized subdivision.

I asked Staff what percentage of eligible residential properties are subject to SB-9 and have
not yet received an answer.

Subsequently I undertook the laborious and tedious effort to determine that 37% of the
eligible properties are NOT zoned R-1, and thus ineligible for SB-9.

Given this, why are these properties still being considered for inclusion?

I propose that at a minimum, all SB-9 ineligible properties be removed from
consideration unless the property owner explicitly requests their inclusion.

As a former Commissioner on the Utilities Advisory Commission, I learned about the City’s
decarbonization and sustainability goals, of which I am now a strong proponent.

In order to “practice what I preach” I undertook the electrification of my home, which after 3+
years, is finally complete.

The City’s existing permitting processes accounted for 1 year of delay to my projects.

I strenuously object to adding any additional reviews, consultations, or limitations to the
permitting process, which would be the inevitable consequence of a historic designation of my
property.

One element of my home’s electrification was the addition of PV panels, which necessitated a
roof replacement, and one of the best roof materials to support solar panels is standing-seam
metal.

We’ve been told by Staff that had we undertaken this effort as a designated historic property,
permitting for the metal roof and the addition of solar panels on the front of our house (which
receives the most sunlight) would be denied.

These additional restrictions on historic homes are in direct conflict with the City’s
decarbonization goals.

Inexplicably, although my home now has both a metal roof, and front-yard facing solar panels,
these not-allowed-on-historic-home features do not disqualify my home from a historic
designation!

Property owner choice is crucial, if an owner favors inclusion on the historic register that is
absolutely their right,
but the current nomination and review process is unfair, burdensome, and stressful to owners


mailto:dcj@clark-communications.com
mailto:city.council@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Jonathan.Lait@CityofPaloAlto.org
mailto:Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification

that object to their property’s inclusion, to wit:

o Staff recommends to HRB that property owners who object be rescheduled to a later
HRB meeting, with no guarantee HRB will defer objecting properties for another
meeting.

o When the HRB reviews the properties of objecting owners, there is no guarantee the
HRB will act in accordance with the owner’s wishes.

o Although Staff has stated "We don't suspect the council would designate a property to
the inventory over the objections of the property owners" there is no assurance that
Council will do so.

As a result, the involuntary inclusion of an objecting owner’s property to this inventory creates
a “ticking time bomb” of uncertainty and stress, with no mechanism to opt-out of this multi-
month ordeal.

I request that Council and the HRB define a process where a property owner can opt-out of
this (or future) historic designation efforts, without any need for additional hearings or review.

Respectfully,

Don Jackson




From: Shubhie Panicker

To: French, Amy; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Council, City; Kyle Scholz

Subject: Palo Alto Historical Inventory - Objection Letter for 245 Ramona Street
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 3:53:26 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from _ Learn why this is
[mportant

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Historical Resources Board and Amy French,

We appreciate the opportunity to provide our input for your consideration on our property’s
potential nomination for listing on the Palo Alto Historical Inventory.

This email conveys our objection to including our property at 245 Ramona Street for any such
listings.

Based on our review, the drawbacks of inclusion (including impact on resale value) clearly
outweigh the benefits for us.

Sincerely,

Shubhie Panicker and Kyle Scholz
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From:

To: French, Amy

Cc: City Mar; "Isabel Castellano"; Historic Resources Board

Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 4:40:28 PM

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_A Learn why this is
[mportant

Hello Amy:

Thank you very much for your prompt and courteous reply, for putting my mind at ease, and for
pointing me to the additional materials.

Itis a relief that | will not need to attend the meeting tomorrow night since | am recovering from
major jet lag, having arrived this morning. | will review the materials that you indicated when my
brain can sync to Pacific Standard time.

Best regards,
Jerry

From: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 3:04 PM

To: I

Cc: City Mgr <CityMgr@cityofpaloalto.org>; Isabel Castellano <icastellano@m-group.us>; Historic
Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list

Hello Jerry,

Thank you for your email. Your objection to the nomination of 162 Bryant has been recorded for the
Historic Resource Board (HRB) and City Council’s review and consideration. If you have any
additional questions, please feel free to contact me.

I've attached the nomination form as well as the DPR form prepared during the 1997-2001 historic
survey for your lovely 1908 home. You can review the reasons our consultant found it still eligible
for the National Register of Historical Places.

At the HRB meeting tomorrow, all of the properties for which letters/emails noting objections to
listing on the Local Inventory have been received will be removed from the HRB voting. A separate
meeting is targeted for the end of January 2024 to discuss these properties with objections filed. It
will give more time to owners who would like to engage further, learn more about the various
incentives that apply to historic properties, and fully listen to the feedback.

The webpage for the reconnaissance survey includes the April 2023 community meeting and the
more recent community meeting.

The city is not mandating preservation and second stories on historic homes are possible. | would be
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happy to take the time needed to discuss your property. It is a long conversation with each owner
about the specific code sections and possible incentives that could apply to a property. A partial list

of potential benefits and drawbacks were noted on slides for the October 25t Community Meeting
presentation (slides 7 and 21) which you were unable to attend.

The primary benefits include the following:
e Application of the California Historic Building Code

¢ Income-producing properties may be able to apply for Federal Historic Rehabilitation
Tax Credits

e Palo Alto Planning Department is available to provide design guidance regarding
proposed projects

e Palo Alto Municipal Code (PAMC) offer development incentives that assist owners of
historic resources

e R-1zoned parcels with two homes (one listed historic) can create a flag lot

e HRB provides guidance and recommendations on significant modifications to listed
Inventory properties

e Potential property tax reduction incentive through a Mills Act Program, if Council
adopts a program

The drawbacks include:
e Common fear about historic properties and review procedures
e Major alterations or demolition may undergo review by the HRB
e Environmental Review (CEQA) may be required (time/cost)

If you have any additional questions, please feel free to contact me. If you would like to have a
phone call, please share with me a couple of available times | may reach you.

rrom: I

Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 2:38 PM
To: French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Historic Resources Board

<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Cc: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>
Subject: RE: Objection to declaring 162 Bryant St on the historic preservation list

Some people who received this message don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Hello:
| strongly object to including my property at 162 Bryant St in the historic preservation inventory.

First, a radical remodel of this house was performed in 1989 costing more than $150K, including:
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Raising the entire structure 4 feet, placing it on a new foundation
e Adding a full basement with a concrete floor which includes windows facing the street that
did not exist in the previous structure, as well as adding outdoor stair access to the new
basement and visible from the street, replacing the old cellar doors
¢ Demolishing the garage structure which was in poor repair and replacing it with completely
new structure with a concrete floor
e Adding a full porch across the back of the house
e Replacing the concrete front porch and porch steps with a new wooden structure
e Replacing wooden columns at the foot of the front steps with stone columns
e Replacing the wooden siding with new wooden siding
¢ Replacing the wooden gutters which were no longer functional with modern sheet metal
gutters
e Replacing the cracked parallel concrete strips that constituted the driveway with a full brick
driveway
e Converting the interior of the structure from a duplex into a single family dwelling
To argue that this revised structure is historic is to make a mockery of the term. It is no more historic
than completely new structures built in Victorian or Tudor styles.

Secondly, | believe that applying this designation to my property would have a significant negative
impact on my property value. It seems obvious that adding constraints to the use of the property
that do not apply to other residential properties would make the property less valuable.

Third, this designation would in all likelihood preclude me from making changes, such as adding an
additional story (matching the height of structures on both sides of my house) to allow my son and
his family to live close to me and allow my wife and | to gracefully age in place if we should choose to
do this. It would also preclude making changes that would help the city to comply with the state
mandate to create additional density.

Fourth, | believe that it is basically unfair to suddenly and selectively apply extra regulations to my
property unless | opt in to some sort of historic preservation program. If the city is mandating
preservation of historic structures, then surely the residences of the past, current, and future city
council members should be included in this list. These city leaders are defining the rules that
determine the city’s history, and preserving their environments at the time that these decisions
were made has historic significance. Those structures certainly have more historic significance than
the home of an ordinary citizen like me.

Finally, | object to the process by which this evaluation is being carried out. We were notified that
our property may be on the list, but the implications of being on this list were not clarified. Since we
were out of the country visiting relatives for the past 2 weeks, we missed a couple of the hastily
scheduled meetings and are barely back in time to attend the Nov. 9 meeting to let our wishes be
known. Also, it appears that my unavoidable absence could have resulted in decisions being made
for me by the HRB, which hardly seems fair. Why is this policy being introduced so quickly and non-
transparently when so many other pressing municipal issues drag out for years?

George (Jerry) Smith



From: Erench, Amy

To: Don Jackson

Cc: Isabel Castellano; City Mar; Lait, Jonathan; Historic Resources Board
Subject: FW: Additional comments on Historic Resources Inventory process
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 5:17:59 PM

Hello Don,

| reached out to Page and Turnbull to help shed light on the metal roof and solar panels, since
you mentioned it in your email to Council, HRB, City Manager, Planning Director and me. |
have more responses due to you generated from your earlier email to me and the below
email, but | wanted you to have this right away in case it helps your understanding about your
own property.

The metal roof and solar panels are essentially in the same situation here. Both are reversible
and do not create a permanent impact on the historic resource. Do they detract from the
historic character of the building? Yes, somewhat, but the overall form and details are not
removed.

In the future, when reroofing the building or when solar/alternative energy production
becomes more efficient, maybe the solar is removed and the roof replaced. Since these are
reversible changes (meeting the recommendation of SOI Standard 10 "...if removed in the
future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and its environment would be
unimpaired.") we don't weigh them as heavy impacts to historic integrity.

A general note is also that California has a Solar Rights Act and solar panel permits generally
cannot be denied. While there are cases where there may be some discussion of the best
location for solar panels from an aesthetic and historic perspective, having a historic resource
does not remove your ability to get solar installed. And conversely, having solar doesn't mean
you can't have a historic property.

There is a very brief blurb on OHP's website (partway down the page) :

https://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=24592

Less directly relevant, but good to know about is this APA paper on Solar issues that are being

seen nat|onaIIy https: zz;glanmng org uploaded—

Interests.pdf

Sustainability

Sustainability
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From: Don Jackson N
Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 3:10 PM
To: Council, City <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>; Historic Resources Board

<hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@CityofPaloAlto.org>; Lait, Jonathan
<Jonathan.Lait@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy <Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>

Subject: Additional comments on Historic Resources Inventory process

You don't often get email from_ Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

November 8, 2023

Honorable Council Members, Historic Resource Board Members, and Staff:

In addition to our earlier letter objecting to the inclusion of our property, I want to make the
following points:

It is unambiguously clear from the Council minutes that the primary motivation for this review
and update to the historic inventory was to prevent such properties from utilizing SB-9
authorized subdivision.

I asked Staff what percentage of eligible residential properties are subject to SB-9 and have
not yet received an answer.

Subsequently I undertook the laborious and tedious effort to determine that 37% of the
eligible properties are NOT zoned R-1, and thus ineligible for SB-9.

Given this, why are these properties still being considered for inclusion?

I propose that at a minimum, all SB-9 ineligible properties be removed from
consideration unless the property owner explicitly requests their inclusion.
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As a former Commissioner on the Utilities Advisory Commission, I learned about the City’s
decarbonization and sustainability goals, of which I am now a strong proponent.

In order to “practice what I preach” I undertook the electrification of my home, which after 3+
years, is finally complete.

The City’s existing permitting processes accounted for 1 year of delay to my projects.

I strenuously object to adding any additional reviews, consultations, or limitations to the
permitting process, which would be the inevitable consequence of a historic designation of my

property.

One element of my home’s electrification was the addition of PV panels, which necessitated a
roof replacement, and one of the best roof materials to support solar panels is standing-seam
metal.

We’ve been told by Staff that had we undertaken this effort as a designated historic property,
permitting for the metal roof and the addition of solar panels on the front of our house (which
receives the most sunlight) would be denied.

These additional restrictions on historic homes are in direct conflict with the City’s
decarbonization goals.

Inexplicably, although my home now has both a metal roof, and front-yard facing solar panels,
these not-allowed-on-historic-home features do not disqualify my home from a historic
designation!

Property owner choice is crucial, if an owner favors inclusion on the historic register that is
absolutely their right,

but the current nomination and review process is unfair, burdensome, and stressful to owners
that object to their property’s inclusion, to wit:

e Staff recommends to HRB that property owners who object be rescheduled to a later HRB
meeting, with no guarantee HRB will defer objecting properties for another meeting.

¢ When the HRB reviews the properties of objecting owners, there is no guarantee the HRB will
act in accordance with the owner’s wishes.

e Although Staff has stated "We don't suspect the council would designate a property to the
inventory over the objections of the property owners" there is no assurance that Council will
do so.

As a result, the involuntary inclusion of an objecting owner’s property to this inventory creates
a “ticking time bomb” of uncertainty and stress, with no mechanism to opt-out of this multi-

month ordeal.

I request that Council and the HRB define a process where a property owner can opt-out of



this (or future) historic designation efforts, without any need for additional hearings or review.

Respectfully,

Don Jackson



From: Michael Dreyfus

To: Council, City; Historic Resources Board; French, Amy

Cc: Darlene Yaplee; Don JAckson; Jessica Tsoong; Monica Corman; Mary Gullixson; Sherry Bucolo; John Young;
Noelle Queen; David Gray; Umang Sanchorawala; Mary Gilles; Omar Kinaan; Shena Hurley; Mary Jo McCarthy

Subject: Nomination of eligible historic resources to the City"s historic inventory

Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 6:28:21 PM

Attachments: MichaelDreyfushistoric.pdf

Some people who received this message don't often get email from _ Learn why this is
important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Honorable Council Members and Board Members,

My name is Michael Dreyfus, and with over three decades of experience as a real estate agent, 24 years of which
I've worked in Palo Alto, I've sold more than 300 homes in Palo Alto and remain a dedicated participant in its
market. I lived for 15 years in a historic home in Professorville. Many community members have sought my insights
regarding the implications of the City's recent initiative to designate their properties as “Palo Alto Historic
Inventory."

I'd like to first address the claim by some City officials and Board members that assigning a property historic status
doesn't devalue it, and may in fact increase its worth. Based on my extensive experience, I can categorically refute
this. In Palo Alto, a historic classification can reduce a property's value by 10% to 20%. This is essentially common
sense; owning property is about the rights that come with it. The more these rights are limited, the lower the
property's value becomes. Historic designation constrains the alterations one can make to a property. For example, I
handled the sale of a home in the Old Palo Alto area, where the land alone was worth $5.5 million, but due to
historic restrictions, it sold for only $4.5 million. Local realtors would unanimously prefer to lift the historic
designation if possible. While it's arguable that such a status preserves a property's existing condition, it must be
acknowledged that this preservation comes at a considerable financial cost to the owner.

For over two decades, Palo Alto has contended with the effects of an unofficial historic preservation policy, despite
a 52% majority defeating Measure G in 2000. In the subsequent 23 years, this de facto policy has been inadvertently
strengthened, by City staff and consultants, leading to the categorization of previously unmarked homes as historic.
This has bred confusion within the real estate sector due to constantly evolving rules and a lack of consistent
procedure. The 1-4 classification system currently in place is ineffectual. Decisions by the Historic Review Board
seem capricious and lack clear directives. I recall an incident where, during a review concerning my property in
Professorville, half of the board objected to replacing windows due to their "historic" nature, while the other half
insisted on new windows to distinguish the historic sections of the house. We were left without a clear verdict and
eventually abandoned our renovation plans.

Furthermore, there's a growing ambiguity and overreach surrounding what qualifies as historic. The City now
tentatively considers any property labeled "eligible" for historic status as such, burdening homeowners with the
responsibility, and expense, to prove otherwise. This involves engaging a City-appointed consultant at the owner’s
expense (often $7,000 to $10,000) and securing an affirmative ruling. This presumptive approach to historic status is
not only burdensome for property owners but also disrupts the clarity and predictability that should be inherent in
real estate processes.

It is time for the City to acknowledge the negative financial and procedural burden the historic system is placing on
Palo Alto homeowners. The decision to declare a house “historic” should be brought out of the shadows and have a
clear set of qualifications and process that requires the informed consent of the homeowner.

Michael Dreyfus

The following local real estate agents have indicated support for, and agreement with, the points I have raised here.
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Honorable Council Members and Board Members,

My name is Michael Dreyfus, and with over three decades of experience as a real estate agent, 24 years of which I've worked in Palo
Alto, I've sold more than 300 homes in the area and remain a dedicated participant in its market. | lived for 15 years in a historic home
in Professorville. Many community members have sought my insights regarding the implications of the City's recent initiative to
designate their properties as “Palo Alto Historic Inventory."

I'd like to first address the claim by some City officials and Board members that assigning a property historic status doesn't devalue it,
and may in fact increase its worth. Based on my extensive experience, | can categorically refute this. In Palo Alto, a historic
classification can reduce a property's value by 10% to 20%. This is essentially common sense; owning property is about the rights that
come with it. The more these rights are limited, the lower the property's value becomes. Historic designation constrains the alterations
one can make to a property. For example, | handled the sale of a home in the Old Palo Alto area, where the land alone was worth $5.5
million, but due to historic restrictions, it sold for only $4.5 million. Local realtors would unanimously prefer to lift the historic designation
if possible. While it's arguable that such a status preserves a property's existing condition, it must be acknowledged that this
preservation comes at a considerable financial cost to the owner.

For over two decades, Palo Alto has contended with the effects of an unofficial historic preservation policy, despite a 52% majority
defeating Measure G in 2000. In the subsequent 23 years, this de facto policy has been inadvertently strengthened, by City staff and
consultants, leading to the categorization of previously unmarked homes as historic. This has bred confusion within the real estate
sector due to constantly evolving rules and a lack of consistent procedure. The 1-4 classification system currently in place is ineffectual.
Decisions by the Historic Review Board seem capricious and lack clear directives. | recall an incident where, during a review concerning
my property in Professorville, half of the board objected to replacing windows due to their "historic" nature, while the other half insisted
on new windows to distinguish the historic sections of the house. We were left without a clear verdict and eventually abandoned our
renovation plans.

Furthermore, there's a growing ambiguity and overreach surrounding what qualifies as historic. The City now tentatively considers any
property labeled "eligible" for historic status as such, burdening homeowners with the responsibility, and expense, to prove otherwise.
This involves engaging a City-appointed consultant at the owner’s expense (often $7,000 to $10,000) and securing an affirmative ruling.
This presumptive approach to historic status is not only burdensome for property owners but also disrupts the clarity and predictability
that should be inherent in real estate processes.

It is time for the City to acknowledge the negative financial and procedural burden the historic system is placing on Palo Alto
homeowners. The decision to declare a house “historic” should be brought out of the shadows and have a clear set of qualifications
and process that requires the informed consent of the homeowner.

Michael Dreyfus
The following local real estate agents have indicated support for, and agreement with, the points | have raised here.

Mary Gullixson, Compass Realty

Sherry Bucolo, Compass Realty

Umang Sanchorawala, Compass Realty

Monica Corman, Compass Realty

Noelle Queen, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
John Young, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Mary Gilles, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Omar Kinaan, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Shena Hurley, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Mary Jo McCarthy, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
David Gray, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty

Michael Dreyfus, Broker Associate
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
650.704.7928 | m.dreyfus@ggsir.com | License No. 01121795






Mary Gullixson, Compass Realty

Sherry Bucolo, Compass Realty

Umang Sanchorawala, Compass Realty
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Omar Kinaan, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Shena Hurley, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
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Honorable Council Members and Board Members,

My name is Michael Dreyfus, and with over three decades of experience as a real estate agent, 24 years of which I've worked in Palo
Alto, I've sold more than 300 homes in the area and remain a dedicated participant in its market. | lived for 15 years in a historic home
in Professorville. Many community members have sought my insights regarding the implications of the City's recent initiative to
designate their properties as “Palo Alto Historic Inventory."

I'd like to first address the claim by some City officials and Board members that assigning a property historic status doesn't devalue it,
and may in fact increase its worth. Based on my extensive experience, | can categorically refute this. In Palo Alto, a historic
classification can reduce a property's value by 10% to 20%. This is essentially common sense; owning property is about the rights that
come with it. The more these rights are limited, the lower the property's value becomes. Historic designation constrains the alterations
one can make to a property. For example, | handled the sale of a home in the Old Palo Alto area, where the land alone was worth $5.5
million, but due to historic restrictions, it sold for only $4.5 million. Local realtors would unanimously prefer to lift the historic designation
if possible. While it's arguable that such a status preserves a property's existing condition, it must be acknowledged that this
preservation comes at a considerable financial cost to the owner.

For over two decades, Palo Alto has contended with the effects of an unofficial historic preservation policy, despite a 52% majority
defeating Measure G in 2000. In the subsequent 23 years, this de facto policy has been inadvertently strengthened, by City staff and
consultants, leading to the categorization of previously unmarked homes as historic. This has bred confusion within the real estate
sector due to constantly evolving rules and a lack of consistent procedure. The 1-4 classification system currently in place is ineffectual.
Decisions by the Historic Review Board seem capricious and lack clear directives. | recall an incident where, during a review concerning
my property in Professorville, half of the board objected to replacing windows due to their "historic" nature, while the other half insisted
on new windows to distinguish the historic sections of the house. We were left without a clear verdict and eventually abandoned our
renovation plans.

Furthermore, there's a growing ambiguity and overreach surrounding what qualifies as historic. The City now tentatively considers any
property labeled "eligible" for historic status as such, burdening homeowners with the responsibility, and expense, to prove otherwise.
This involves engaging a City-appointed consultant at the owner’s expense (often $7,000 to $10,000) and securing an affirmative ruling.
This presumptive approach to historic status is not only burdensome for property owners but also disrupts the clarity and predictability
that should be inherent in real estate processes.

It is time for the City to acknowledge the negative financial and procedural burden the historic system is placing on Palo Alto
homeowners. The decision to declare a house “historic” should be brought out of the shadows and have a clear set of qualifications
and process that requires the informed consent of the homeowner.

Michael Dreyfus
The following local real estate agents have indicated support for, and agreement with, the points | have raised here.

Mary Gullixson, Compass Realty

Sherry Bucolo, Compass Realty

Umang Sanchorawala, Compass Realty

Monica Corman, Compass Realty

Noelle Queen, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
John Young, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Mary Gilles, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Omar Kinaan, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Shena Hurley, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
Mary Jo McCarthy, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
David Gray, Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty

Michael Dreyfus, Broker Associate
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty
650.704.7928 | m.dreyfus@ggsir.com | License No. 01121795



From: Perry Irvine

To: Historic Resources Board; French, Amy

Cc: Kendra Muscarella; David L Cooper; Linda Romley-Irvine

Subject: Proposed designation of 635 Bryant Street, Palo Alto as an Historical Building
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:15:56 PM

Attachments: historicresources.ltr.110623.pdf

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Members of the Historical Resources Board

Attached is my letter in which we, as owners of 635 Bryant
Street, Palo Alto, oppose inclusion of our building on any
listing of historical buildings in the City of Palo Alto, for
the reasons stated in the letter.

Thank you for your consideration of this.

Perry A. Irvine

635 Bryant Street

Palo Alto, 4301
Mobile:
FEmail:
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PERRY A. IRVINE
635 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, California 94301
pirvine94301@yahoo.com

November 8§, 2023
HAND DELIVERY & EMAIL

City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board
Palo Alto City Hall

250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, California

Re:  Designation of 635 Bryant Street as Historical Building
Dear Board Members:

My wife and I, and David and Nada Cooper, are the owners of 635 Bryant Street, Palo Alto,
and have been since 1987. We do not want it included in any listing of historic buildings in Palo
Alto. Let me explain why we do not desire to be listed.

I have been a resident of Palo Alto since 1972 and have lived in Professorville in a 97 year
old house for almost 39 years. Dave Cooper and I were law partners in 1986 and were tenants in the
building at 525 University Avenue. Late in 1986, we were informed that our space had been rented
to another large company without notice to us and that we were out on the street, even though we
had been great tenants for over five years. We decided that we never wanted to be treated that way
again.

So we went looking for a building that we could buy and found 635 Bryant was going to be
on the market. It had been badly neglected (not painted for over 20 years) and had been “remodeled”
in the ‘50s with cheap wall paneling and doors, linoleum floors, lowered acoustical tile ceilings and
florescent lights. Many of the original doors and moldings had been removed. In other words, it
looked terrible. We decided to change that.

We hired a contractor who tore out the bad remodeling job, and discovered that beautiful old
baseboards, wainscoting and fir floors were hiding under the terrible remodeling. This contractor
brought in a master craftsman, who proceeded to find a few examples of the original woodwork and
molding and recreated them throughout the building along with 23 doors that matched what been
there when the building was erected many years before. At substantial expense, we restored it to its
original glory.

In the 36 years since we bought and restored 635 Bryant, we have adhered to our original
philosophy, that is to keep the building in the best condition possible and keep it true to its creation.





When work needs to be done, as it always does on an old building, we hire a local Palo Alto
contractor who specializes in maintaining buildings like 635 as they were built originally.

In 1987, we made a conscious decision, in addition to restoring the building to its glory, to
not seek any historical status, nor to seek any tax breaks, nor other government incentives. We did
so because we felt that we should pay our fair share of the costs of government. In the process, for
example, we have been levied a very substantial lien to pay for parking garages, which used a
formula that had our tenants using far more parking spaces than we ever used.

Our tenants are all small businesses, therapists, lawyers, accountants and financial advisers
who love working in our very friendly environment. We treat them with respect and appreciation
for being part of our small office community.

We have no intention to tear down or alter the building in any material way. However, we
also do not want our families to be tied to an historical designation that may make it impossible or
difficult for them to sell the building, should circumstances warrant that.

This community has many issues with which it needs to deal e.g. permitting enough
affordable housing to be built so that mere mortals can afford to live here; making it possible for
Caltrain to serve the Peninsula (including many Palo Altans) without train whistles blowing day and
night; dealing with the unhoused, with those with drug issues and the business district of University

Avenue and California Avenue. All of these are far more pressing and important to our community

The effort to tag our property at 635 Bryant Street and these other buildings with an historical
resources label is both unwise and unnecessary.
We respectfully request that 635 Bryant Street not be included in that listing.
Sincerely yours

Perry A. Trvine

cc: David & Nada Cooper






PERRY A. IRVINE
635 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, California 94301

November 8§, 2023
HAND DELIVERY & EMAIL

City of Palo Alto

Historic Resources Board
Palo Alto City Hall

250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, California

Re:  Designation of 635 Bryant Street as Historical Building
Dear Board Members:

My wife and I, and David and Nada Cooper, are the owners of 635 Bryant Street, Palo Alto,
and have been since 1987. We do not want it included in any listing of historic buildings in Palo
Alto. Let me explain why we do not desire to be listed.

I have been a resident of Palo Alto since 1972 and have lived in Professorville in a 97 year
old house for almost 39 years. Dave Cooper and I were law partners in 1986 and were tenants in the
building at 525 University Avenue. Late in 1986, we were informed that our space had been rented
to another large company without notice to us and that we were out on the street, even though we
had been great tenants for over five years. We decided that we never wanted to be treated that way
again.

So we went looking for a building that we could buy and found 635 Bryant was going to be
on the market. It had been badly neglected (not painted for over 20 years) and had been “remodeled”
in the ‘50s with cheap wall paneling and doors, linoleum floors, lowered acoustical tile ceilings and
florescent lights. Many of the original doors and moldings had been removed. In other words, it
looked terrible. We decided to change that.

We hired a contractor who tore out the bad remodeling job, and discovered that beautiful old
baseboards, wainscoting and fir floors were hiding under the terrible remodeling. This contractor
brought in a master craftsman, who proceeded to find a few examples of the original woodwork and
molding and recreated them throughout the building along with 23 doors that matched what been
there when the building was erected many years before. At substantial expense, we restored it to its
original glory.

In the 36 years since we bought and restored 635 Bryant, we have adhered to our original
philosophy, that is to keep the building in the best condition possible and keep it true to its creation.



When work needs to be done, as it always does on an old building, we hire a local Palo Alto
contractor who specializes in maintaining buildings like 635 as they were built originally.

In 1987, we made a conscious decision, in addition to restoring the building to its glory, to
not seek any historical status, nor to seek any tax breaks, nor other government incentives. We did
so because we felt that we should pay our fair share of the costs of government. In the process, for
example, we have been levied a very substantial lien to pay for parking garages, which used a
formula that had our tenants using far more parking spaces than we ever used.

Our tenants are all small businesses, therapists, lawyers, accountants and financial advisers
who love working in our very friendly environment. We treat them with respect and appreciation
for being part of our small office community.

We have no intention to tear down or alter the building in any material way. However, we
also do not want our families to be tied to an historical designation that may make it impossible or
difficult for them to sell the building, should circumstances warrant that.

This community has many issues with which it needs to deal e.g. permitting enough
affordable housing to be built so that mere mortals can afford to live here; making it possible for
Caltrain to serve the Peninsula (including many Palo Altans) without train whistles blowing day and
night; dealing with the unhoused, with those with drug issues and the business district of University

Avenue and California Avenue. All of these are far more pressing and important to our community

The effort to tag our property at 635 Bryant Street and these other buildings with an historical
resources label is both unwise and unnecessary.
We respectfully request that 635 Bryant Street not be included in that listing.
Sincerely yours

Perry A. Trvine

cc: David & Nada Cooper



From: Erench, Amy

To: Perry Irvine; Historic Resources Board

Cc: Kendra Muscarella; David L Cooper; Linda Romley-Irvine; Isabel Castellano
Subject: RE: Proposed designation of 635 Bryant Street, Palo Alto as an Historical Building
Date: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 11:30:55 PM

Attachments: BryantStreet 635.pdf

Hello, thank you for reaching out, acknowledging we have received your objection letter. | am
sending you the nomination form and DPR form from the 1997-2000 survey. And a link to the letter

preservation/nomination-notification-letter_11.9.2023.pdf

If you are unable to zoom into the meeting tomorrow morning at 8:30 am City Hall, there will be a
recording and video posted after a day or so. MidPen media covers these meetings, as well as
youtube.

| would say more but | need a little sleep before tomorrow morning’s meeting. | am available
tomorrow after the meeting to talk if you would like. If not, | can send another email with more
information about next steps.

From: Perry Ivine [

Sent: Wednesday, November 8, 2023 10:16 PM
To: Historic Resources Board <hrb@CityofPaloAlto.org>; French, Amy
<Amy.French@CityofPaloAlto.org>

ce: Kendra Muscare! [N 0 i< . Coope N -
Linda Rormley-ine [

Subject: Proposed designation of 635 Bryant Street, Palo Alto as an Historical Building

You don't often get email from_. Learn why this is important

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Be cautious
of opening attachments and clicking on links.

Dear Members of the Historical Resources Board

Attached is my letter in which we, as owners of 635 Bryant
Street, Palo Alto, oppose inclusion of our building on any
listing of historical buildings in the City of Palo Alto, for
the reasons stated in the letter.

Thank you for your consideration of this.

Perry A. Irvine

635 Bryant Street

Palo Alto, California 94301
Mobile: 650-906-7279

Email: pirvine94301@yahoo.com
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PAGE&TURNBULL

635 BRYANT STREET
APN: 120-16-035

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria A (Events) and C (Architecture)
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1922

Summary of Significance: 635 Bryant Street is significant under Criterion A as a building that
represents the development of rooming and boarding houses in Palo Alto due to the opening of the
streetcar line on University Avenue, and under Criterion C as an early example of a Palo Alto
rooming house.

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified.

Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity.

Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance was previously determined to
be 1904 to 1922 to include the years that building served as a rooming house. The period of
significance is revised to 1904, the year of the building's construction, which is sufficiently associated
with the building’s design and construction as a rooming house.

Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph.

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph.

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare)

Imagining change in historic environments through
design, research, and technology

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





Palo Alto Historic Inventory Designation
Page 2 of 2

Statement of Significance: 635 Bryant Street is significant as an early and good example of a
rooming house that was constructed at a time when the new streetcar line on University Avenue
was increasing the demand for residential housing in the University South area. The building is a
rare survivor in an area where many early buildings were razed and redeveloped in the later
decades of the twentieth century.

Period of Significance: 1904

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2

PAGE & TURNBULL 170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108 TEL 415-362-5154





State of Califonia — The Resources Agei\cy' . Pﬂmary # a

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION ' : HRI # e
PRIMARY RECORD . Tdnomial ______ o
o ~ NRHPStatusCode 35
" Other Listings ... e
Review Code Reviewer
Page 1 of 6 _ *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) _635 Bryant St

P1. Other Identifier:_635 Bryant St

P2. Location: DO Not for Publication ® Unrestricted *a: County _Santa Clara
and (P2c,P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach Location Map as necessary.)
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad _Palo Alto, CA Date _1991 T__;R__;__ Y% of _Y%ofSec ; _B.M.
c. Address_635 Bryant St City_Palo Alto Zip _94301
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large and/or linear resources) Zone ; mE/ mN

*e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) APN 120 16 036
*P3a. Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)

The following description addresses the building at 635 Bryant in terms of its structure, plan, and appearance. The structure
and plan are described using three sources of information (1949 Assessment Record prepared by the Tax Assessor, Sanborn
maps, and current survey information — photographs, Field Notes form, and site visits from 1998 and 1999). The description
of the structure and plan is presented for two phases in the building’s history. The building is presented as it was built, or as
it was at the earliest time warranted by the information available. Second the building is presented as it has changed, up to
the present (1999).

This building at 635 Bryant is a large, two-story structure with a half basement. Although it has a high attic space, the attic
is not finished. In 1949, it was on a concrete wall foundation. This is a balloon-frame or platform-frame structure clad on the
exterior in V-groove siding, scored horizontally in the center of each board to give it a finer texture. Fenestration consists of

See continuation sheet

*P3b Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) HP2 Single family property
*P4. Resources Present: ® Building O Structure 0O Object O Site O District O Element of District 0O Other (isolates, etc.)

e — P5b. Description of Photo:
- | (View, date, accession #)
P 635 Brvant St: view northeast:
R | 09/13/99; by B. Vahey:; roll BRV-76,
I neg #24
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and
Source: ® Historic
O Prehistoric O Both
1904: Palo Alto Times

*P7. Owner and Address:
Hamilton Associates 300
700 Emerson St Palo Alto CA 94301

*P8. Recorded by: (Name,
affiliation, and address)

Michael Corbett, Dames & Moore
221 Main Street, Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94105

~=d| *P9. Date Recorded:

April 4, 2000

@8 *P10. Survey Type: (Describe)
Intensive

P11. Report Citation*: (Cite survey
report and other sources, or enter "none".)_Palo Alto Historic Survey Update {Corbett and Bradley for Dames & Moore, 2000}

*Attachments: 0 NONE R Location Map 0O Sketch Map ® Continuation Sheet ® Building, Structure and Object Record
O Archaeological Record 0O District Record O Linear Feature Record O Milling Station Record O Rock Art Record
o Artifact Record O Photograph Record O Other (List)
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Description (continued)
double-hung windows and paneled doors. Inside, there is a cement floor in the basement, and there are pine floors in the upper
stories. In 1949, there was one gas fired hot air heater and one fireplace.

In plan, this is a large rectangular structure with its gable end facing the street. It has a full porch across the front on the ground
floor. The building has a half basement and nine bedrooms.

In appearance, this is a simple box in form with a symmetrical composition at the front of decorative features including a full
porch with round columns, projecting cornices over the two angled bay windows on the second floor, and siding with
contrasting textures (horizontal grooved boards on the main part of the house and shingles in the gable). These features mix
associations with the Colonial Revival and Queen Anne styles.
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Page _3 _of _6 *NRHP Status Code 3S
*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder) _635 Bryant St

B1. Historic Name:

B2. Common Name:

B3. Original Use: B4. Present Use: Single family property

*B5.  Architectural Style: _Colonial Revival and Queen Anne
*B6. Construction History: (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations)
1904: Built (Palo Alto Times)
1909: Addition
1952: Conversion to duplex

*B7. Moved? ® No 0O Yes O Unknown Date: Original Location:
*B8. Related Features:

B9a. Architect: b. Builder:_unknown
*B10. Significance: Theme_A: Development of rooming and boarding houses, C: Rooming house Area_Palo Alto
Period of Significance _1904-1922 Property Type_Residential Applicable Criteria _A and C

{Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope. Also address integrity.)

History

Site: 635 Bryant was the first structure built on its site {(measuring 50 by 105 % feet). It is located within the original boundaries
of the City of Palo Alto. Located one block from University Avenue, the City’s commercial artery, the Sanborn map of 1924
shows that this block of Bryant Avenue developed with several two-story private dwellings and the First Church of Christ
Scientist. The October 1959 update of the Sanborn map shows the same block with two of the single family residences divided
into apartments.

Building History: The Palo Alto Times of 1 January 1904 recorded the construction of a house at 635 Bryant at a cost of
$1,500. The Palo Alto Times of 3 December 1909, recorded an addition at the same address at a cost of $2,000. The county
tax records record the conversion of the house to a duplex in 1952. County tax records show a minor remodeling in 1960, at
a cost of $500.

History of Use: A dwelling was built at 635 Bryant at a cost of $1,500 in 1904. Sources identifying the original owner and
builder are confusing. It appears that C.D. or C.B. Elliott built the house on a speculative basis and sold it to Clifford Gilmore

See continuation sheet

B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)
*B12. References:

See continuation sheet. (Sketch map with north arrow required)

B13. Remarks:

*B14. Evaluator:_Michael Corbett
Date of Evaluation:_April 4, 2000

(This space reserved for official comments)
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History (continued)

Allen, a Stanford professor of romance languages. In 1909, it was enlarged at a cost of $2,000 and occupied as a rooming
house. Opening of the streetcar line nearby may have contributed to this decision {the University Avenue line was one and one
half blocks away). The U.S. Census of 1910 lists a widow, Mrs. Nellie Goodspeed, as the head of household, with her adult
daughter, a teacher, and four lodgers, as the occupants. Mrs. Goodspeed was later (1918} appointed by the Board of Public
Safety as a protective police officer. According to the Palo Alto Times, “It will be her duty to meet and advise women and girls
arriving in Palo Alto who may be strangers here, and especially look after the welfare of young women, and keep them from
harm. She will be more a matron than a police officer, but she will be clothed with full police power, which she will exercise
in case of need. . . . She has had a large experience in finding homes for orphaned children in connection with the splendid work
done along this line by the Native Sons and Native Daughters.” The lodgers were a mail carrier, a Jewish engineer, geologist
for the railroad with his wife, and a divorced restaurant owner. In the obituary of the restaurant owner, William F. Gardemeyer,
the Palo Alto Times stated: “Together with Joe Larkin, he operated the restaurant and cigar store at 115 The Circle that became
a colorful haunt of Stanford students. “Roughs” from the Farm packed the place to eat, carve their names in pine tables, or
shoot a game of billiards.” The building remained a lodging and boarding house through several owners. The YMCA Directory
of Rooming and Boarding Houses of 1913-1914, lists Mrs. Gosset at this address with three rooms. The City Directory from
1914 through 1922 lists: “Jackman, Mrs. L., landlady, 635 Bryant.” The enlarged dwelling served as a boarding house from
1910 until 1922. From that time until 1950, the house served as the single family residence of Dr. William H. Zieber, his wife
(widowed in 1930), and children. The City Directory records non-residential uses during the 1950s and 1960s — first as a
furniture store and after 1956 as professional offices. A 1953 advertisement for the grand opening of Fidanque’s Maple House,
providing “an unmatched concept of furniture merchandising,” described the building as, “A fine, old home . . . Its fourteen large
rooms have been tastefully redecorated to provide a natural setting for the display of the finest American Provincial furnishings
. . . Here is a gracious atmosphere for leisure shopping.” The 1956 City Directory listed Edward Durrell Stone, architect, at this
address. Stone, based in New York, was one of the leading architects in the United States from the 1930s to the 1950s.
Among his best-known works are the interior of Radio City Music Hall, the Museum of Modern Art in New York {collaboration),
the United States Embassy in New Delhi, the United States Pavilion at the World's Fair in Brussels, and the John F. Kennedy
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington. Stone’s northern California work, some of which must have been designed here,
includes an office building and an apartment complex in Foster City, the Monterey Community Hospital, Seaside City Hall,
Stanford University Hospital, the Santa Clara Main Library, two buildings in the Marriott Industrial Park in Santa Clara, Palo Alto’s
Mitchell Park Branch Library, the Palo Alto Main Library, and Palo Alto City Hall.

Evaluation

This building, at 635 Bryant Street, appears eligible for the NRHP under criteria A and C at the local level of significance. The
period of significance runs from 1904 ,when it was built, to 1922, its last year as a rooming house.

Under criterion A, this house represents the development of rooming and boarding houses in association with the opening of
a streetcar line on University Avenue.

Under criterion C, it is an example of an early Palo Alto rooming house.
References
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