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CRITERIA 2 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 5: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style 
or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

2277 Byron Street 2, 5 1 

421 California Avenue 2, 5 2 

1485 Edgewood Drive 2, 5 2 

1341 University Avenue 2, 5 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2277 BYRON STREET
APN: 124-05-024 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1939-1946 
Summary of Significance: 2277 Byron Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an attractive 
early California Ranch style building that predated the later speculative Ranch typology built en-
masse following World War II.  The design reflects the craftmanship of Stedman & Stedman. Despite 
an addition in 1948 and the enclosure of a rear patio in 1957, the integrity appears to be 
maintained. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Corner windows replaced; no other alterations visible.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1939, 
the year of the building’s construction. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of

life important to the city, state or nation.)
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)

Statement of Significance: The subject property is an attractive and early example of the California 
Ranch style with notable and significant Second Bay Tradition design influences as designed by 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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important local builders Stedman & Stedman. Stedman and Stedman were a brother duo known for 
their high-quality construction of single-family residences on the Peninsula from c.1934-1941.  
Period of Significance: 1939 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1*  
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an "Exceptional Building" of pre-eminent 
national or state importance. It is a meritorious work of important local builders Stedman & Stedman and 
is an outstanding example of an early California Ranch style house with Second Bay Tradition influences. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

421 CALIFORNIA AVENUE 
APN: 124-33-020 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1929 
Summary of Significance: 421 California Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a notable 
example of a commercial building in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and a rare example of the 
style in brick designed by notable Palo Alto architect Birge Clark.  It was constructed with exemplary 
craftmanship using high quality materials including Batchelder tiles. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Wrought-iron fixtures mentioned in DPR have been removed, but no other 
visible alterations beyond signage. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The significance has been updated with acknowledgment 
of a few alterations to the façade over time.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation); 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 421 California Avenue is significant as a notable example of a 
commercial building in the Spanish Colonial Revival style, and a rare example of the style in brick 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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designed by prolific Palo Alto architect Birge Clark. Despite alterations to the facade including 
removal of original wrought iron features, the building retains significance as a unique work by 
important local architect Birge Clark. 
Period of Significance: 1929 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1485 EDGEWOOD DRIVE 
APN: 003-11-022 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1937 
Summary of Significance: 1485 Edgewood Drive was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a notable 
example of an early modern house in Palo Alto and was completed by important local builders Aro 
& Okerman. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The style has been updated from Modern Ranch to 
Spanish Eclectic. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation)  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: 1485 Edgewood Drive is significant as a notable example of the Spanish 
Eclectic style in Palo Alto with modern influences, and as a work of the important local builders Aro 
& Okerman. 
Period of Significance: 1937 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1341 UNIVERSITY AVENUE 
APN: 124-16-033 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1925 
Summary of Significance: 1341 University Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a rich 
example of the Mediterranean Revival style in Palo Alto, and an apparent work by the important 
local builder H.H. Dabinett. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Second story windows possibly replaced; no other alterations visible.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation);  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 

Statement of Significance: 1341 University Avenue is significant as a notable example of the 
Mediterranean Revival style designed by the important local builder H.H. Dabinett.  Despite window 
replacements, the building otherwise retains its overall character, massing, and materials.  
Period of Significance: 1925 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 2 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 6: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style 
or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding 
attention to architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 

 
Address Criteria  Category 

381 Guinda Street 2, 6 1 

925 Hamilton Avenue 2, 6 2 

972 Hamilton Avenue 2, 6 2 
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CRITERIA 2 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 6: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style
or way of life important to the city, state or nation)

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding
attention to architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)

Address Criteria Category 

381 Guinda Street 2, 6 1 

925 Hamilton Avenue 2, 6 2 

972 Hamilton Avenue 2, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

381 GUINDA STREET 
APN: 003-03-007 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1930 
Summary of Significance: 381 Guinda Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an unusually 
large example of a Craftsman Bungalow. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1908, 
the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state or nation.) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is an excellent and unusual example of a large 
Craftsman Bungalow with First Bay Tradition design characteristics and stylistic references to the 
"Ultimate Bungalows" of Greene and Greene, including a unique second-floor sleeping porch. It 
retains a high level of integrity. 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Period of Significance: 1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance at the state and national level as an "Exceptional 
Building" that is an outstanding example of a specific architectural style. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

925 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-04-022 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1908-1948 
Summary of Significance: 925 Hamilton Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
impressive example of a standard two-story box type. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to 1908, the 
year of the building’s construction. The identified architectural style of the building has been revised 
from “Palladian” two-story box type to the Colonial Revival style. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 925 Hamilton Avenue is an excellent example of the Colonial Revival 
style and appears to retain a high level of integrity and character.   
Period of Significance: 1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

972 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-04-073 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1924 
Summary of Significance: 972 Hamilton Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
eccentric and sophisticated design that combines elements from Renaissance and Baroque Revival 
architecture. It retains a high level of integrity. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  

• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 
life important to the city, state or nation.)  

• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 
architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 

Statement of Significance: 972 Hamilton Avenue is significant as an impressive and well-designed 
residence with Renaissance Revival and Baroque Revival influences. The residence retains a high 
level of integrity.  
Period of Significance: 1924 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 2, 5 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2, 5, and 6: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style 
or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding 

attention to architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

541 E Crescent Drive 2, 5, 6 2 

435 Santa Rita Avenue 2, 5, 6 2 

 



 

170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  

Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

541 EAST CRESCENT DRIVE 
APN: 003-10-025 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1928 
Summary of Significance: 541 East Crescent Drive was found significant under Criterion C as an 
example of the Tudor Revival style, with exemplary craftsmanship displayed in the roof carpentry 
and construction. It is also notable as an impressive work by Charles K. Sumner. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 541 E. Crescent Drive is a significant example of a Tudor Revival style 
building and a notable example of the work of significant local architect Charles K. Sumner. It is also 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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an exemplar of craftsmanship by important local builder H.H. Dabinett.  The building appears to 
retain a high level of integrity. 
Period of Significance: 1928 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

435 SANTA RITA AVENUE 
APN: 124-09-013 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936 
Summary of Significance: 435 Santa Rita Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
unusually well-detailed and picturesque example of the Tudor Revival style in Palo Alto and as an 
outstanding work of the important local architect Leslie I. Nichols. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 
of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is an outstanding example of the Tudor Revival style 
as designed by an important local architect, Leslie I. Nichols, and local builder, E.J. Schmaling. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERION 1 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 1: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 
important events in the city, state, or nation) 

 
Address Criterion Category 

330 Cowper Street 1 2 

818-820 and 828-830 Cowper Street 1 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

330 COWPER STREET 
APN: 120-14-059 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1948 
Summary of Significance: 330 Cowper Street was found significant under Criterion A as the 
residence of Frank and Mamie Hellems, who were notable Black residents of Palo Alto.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to reflect the years 
that Frank and Mamie Hellems resided at the subject building, 1930 to 1948. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified 
with the lives of historic people or with important events in the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 330 Cowper Street is significant as a residence lived in by a notable Black 
family who were both active in the Black community of Palo Alto during a period of significant 
growth; and were rare Black residents in the city at a time when de jure and de facto segregation 
limited the ability of Blacks to reside within Palo Alto. 330 Cowper Street was constructed prior to 
the adoption of restrictive covenants (based on race and religion) and was located outside of the 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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previously established small zone along Fife Avenue where Black families were allowed to rent 
property.  
Period of Significance: 1930-1948 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

818-820 COWPER STREET AND 828-830 COWPER STREET
APN: 120-17-011 and 120-17-012 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1910-1928 
Summary of Significance: 818-820 Cowper Street was found significant under Criterion A for its 
ability to demonstrate the history of densification of Palo Alto in the early twentieth century. [Note 
that 828-830 Cowper Streer was not included in the 1997-2001 Survey and therefore only a DPR Form for 
818-820 Cowper Street is appended to this nomination form.] 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: Addition of brackets along eaves at 818-820 Cowper Street to match 828-
830 Cowper Street; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The adjacent and identical property located at 828-830 
Cowper Street is included in this recommendation for designation as its reason for omission in 2001 
is unclear, and the development pattern of densification in Palo Alto is better represented through 
the construction of both buildings. The period of significance has been revised to be ca. 1908, as 
both buildings are known to have been completed by that date and are shown on a 1908 Sanborn 
Map Company map. As the form and use of the buildings are related to their significance, the year of 
construction is sufficiently associated with the development of multi-family housing in Palo Alto. 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph of 818-820 Cowper Street. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified 
with the lives of historic people or with important events in the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: The twin apartment buildings at 818-820 and 828-830 Cowper Street are 
significant for their early association with the increasing residential density of Palo Alto in the early 
twentieth century that was the result of the installation of the nearby streetcar line on Waverley 
Street and the growth of the downtown.  
Period of Significance: ca.1908 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 

 
Figure 2: 828-830 Cowper Street, 2023 Reconnaissance 
Survey photograph. 

 
Figure 3: 818-820 Cowper Street, 2023 Reconnaissance 
Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 3 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 3 and 5: 

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
 

Address Criteria Category 

365 Hawthorne Avenue 3, 5 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

365 HAWTHORNE AVENUE 
APN: 120-12-061 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906-1956 
Summary of Significance: 365 Hawthorne Avenue was found eligible under Criterion C as an 
example of an important local building type, the square Colonial Revival cottage, that was built by 
Clarence E. Henry, a local builder, as his personal residence. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1906, 
the year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  

Statement of Significance: The subject building is an excellent example of a local and early housing 
type and a meritorious example of design by a notable local builder Clarence E. Henry, who 
designed and constructed the home for his family.  
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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CRITERIA 2 & 4 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 4: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style 
or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

 
Address Criteria Category 

2931 Louis Road 2, 4 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2931 LOUIS ROAD 
APN: 127-40-024 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: ca. 1914-1934 
Summary of Significance: The property at 2931-2933 Louis Road was found significant under 
Criterion A for containing a rare surviving farmhouse (2931 Louis Road) that was part of a working 
farm until the 1930s and demonstrates the agricultural history of Palo Alto. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Some windows replaced; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The recommendation for designation below focuses on 
the farmhouse at 2931 Louis Road and omits the rear buildings on the parcel. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 

of life important to the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 2931 Louis Road is a rare surviving farmhouse that demonstrates the 
agricultural history of Palo Alto from its early days into the 1930s. The history of the building is 
further notable in that the surrounding land was used for farming, whereas other nearby residents 
who worked as farmers drove to outlying areas where their farms were located. While the setting of 
the building has changed from produce, dairy, and poultry farming to a residential neighborhood, 
the building is notably older than its neighbors and illustrates the changing uses of Palo Alto in the 
twentieth century.  
Period of Significance: ca. 1914-1934 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 1 & 3 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1 and 3: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 
important events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

 
Address Criteria Category 

218 Middlefield Road 1, 3 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

218 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD 
APN: 120-02-012 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1905-1935 
Summary of Significance: 218 Middlefield Road was found significant under Criterion A as a 
residence that is representative of the pattern of early development in Palo Alto when contractors, 
builders, and those in the construction trades established their personal homes. The building 
demonstrates the early development of single-family homes within the original street grid of Palo 
Alto. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to 1905, the year that 
the residence was completed. This revision is aligned with the significance of 218 Middlefield Road 
as a personal residence constructed for its original owner-occupants. The significance of the 
property for being constructed within the original street grid of Palo Alto has been omitted as many 
extant properties express this development context, and this significance may be better expressed 
through the survey and potential identification of a historic district. The significance of the building 
as an early and rare surviving example of a cottage residence has been added to the statement of 
significance. 
 

 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation) 
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: 218 Middlefield Road is significant as a residence constructed for Frank 
Boltinhouse, who worked as a paperhanger and contractor in the early years of the development of 
Palo Alto. It is likely that the building was constructed by Boltinhouse and represents the early 
development trend of buildings constructed by those in the building trades to serve as their 
personal residences. Small cottage residences like 218 Middlefield Road were built in designs similar 
to common pattern book plans and were typical of Palo Alto’s earliest years of development. These 
early small cottage homes are now increasingly rare. 
Period of Significance: 1905 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERION 4 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 4: 

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

 
Address Criterion Category 

945-949 Emerson Street 4 3 
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945-949 EMERSON STREET
APN: 120-28-079 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1924-1942 
Summary of Significance: 945-949 Emerson Street was found significant under Criterion A as an 
important example of a rare surviving mixed-use property with a local neighborhood store at the 
front of the parcel and a residential building at the rear where the owner of the store lived.  

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Changes to exterior signage; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to consist of 
1924, the year that the commercial building was erected on the property. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected 
with a business or use which was once common, but is now rare) 
Statement of Significance: The property at 945-949 Emerson Avenue contains a rear residential 
building (945 Emerson Avenue, built ca. 1906) and a front commercial building (949 Emerson 
Avenue, built in 1924) and is significant as a rare surviving mixed-use property from the 1920s at the 
transition point between a commercial and residential area. The property reflects local patterns of 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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development in Palo Alto and relates to the overall character of the neighborhood in scale, 
materials, proportion, or other factors. 
Period of Significance: 1924 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 4 
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CRITERIA 2 & 5 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 2 and 5: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style
ation) 

•

Address Criteria Category 

2277 Byron Street 2, 5 1 

2, 5 2 

1485 Edgewood Drive 2, 5 2 

1341 University Avenue 2, 5 2 

CRITERIA 1 & 2 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 1 and 2: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 
 

•

important events in the city, state or nation

Address Criteria Category 

619 Webster Street 1, 2 3 

Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style

or way of life important to city, state or nation
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619 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 120-04-025 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1904-1950s 
Summary of Significance: 619 Webster Street was found eligible for its ability to demonstrate early 
patterns and trends of prosperity and adaptation by early Palo Alto residents. The building 
demonstrates a period of prosperity for small business owners in the early twentieth century and 
reflects changing living patterns with the conversion from a single-family residence to a multi-family 
building during the ownership and occupancy of the original owners. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: New handrails installed at front entrances; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance was revised to end in 1958, 
following the deaths of both original owner-occupants. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state, or nation) 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style or way 
of life important to the city, state, or nation) 

Statement of Significance: 619 Webster Street tells the story of Palo Alto’s early residential patterns 
of adaptation and density. The building was erected by William and Ethel Earle. William was the 
owner of Palo Alto’s oldest grocery store, and 1904 appears to have been a time of personal 
prosperity and stability for his Palo Alto business. With changing economic conditions during the 
Great Depression and with William’s concurrent retirement, the Earles adapted their residence to 
allow for renters, first creating a second unit, and then subdividing the house for a third unit. This 
further reflects the densification of Palo Alto in the middle of the twentieth century. Due to its 
modest design and history of use, the building is a good local example of an architectural type that 
relates to the character of a neighborhood grouping in scale, materials, proportion, or other factors. 
Period of Significance: 1904-1958 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3 
















