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CITY-OWNED PROPERTY NOMINATIONS 
City-Owned Properties proposed for designation: 

• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 
important events in the city, state, or nation) 

• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

2601 East Bayshore Road (Federal Telegraph Company – 
Marsh Station) 

1, 4, 5 1 

Underpass - Embarcadero Road  1 2 

Underpass - University Avenue 1 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2601 EAST BAYSHORE ROAD 
Historic Name: Federal Telegraph Company—Marsh Station 
APN: 008-04-001 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events)1 
Identified Period of Significance: 1921-1951 
Summary of Significance: The property at 2601 East Bayshore Road, formerly known as the Federal 
Telegraph Company – Marsh Station, was found nationally significant under Criterion A as the best 
surviving remnant of the Federal Telegraph Company which was founded in Palo Alto and made 
groundbreaking contributions to the field of radio communications.  
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Three structures were demolished in 2017 and a fourth structure was 
demolished in 2019; the remaining building was fenced in 2017. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains adequate historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance:  The previously determined period of significance for the 
property was 1921-1951, ending 50 years prior to 2001 due to guidance for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, not due to a clear change in use or an end to the property’s significance. 
A revised period of significance, beginning in 1921 and ending ca. 1977 would end with the sale of 
the property to the City of Palo Alto, demonstrating a change in ownership (although it continued to 
operate until after 2001). Additional research would need to be undertaken to further refine the 
period of significance and determine a date at which the critical work of the station ceased. 
 

 
1 Note that the property is listed in 2001 Survey Report summary tables as significant under Criterion C (architecture) in 
addition to Criterion A (Events); however, all available DPR forms created during the 2001 Survey only include an evaluation 
for Criterion A significance. 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified with the lives of historic people or with 

important events in the city, state or nation) 
• Criterion 4 (The structure or site is connected with a business or use which was once 

common, but is now rare) 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 

Statement of Significance: The former Federal Telegraph Company – Marsh Station, located at 2601 
East Bayshore Road, is significant for its remarkable contributions to the field of radio 
communications that impacted the field nationally and were significant to the American war effort in 
World War II. The company, which was originally founded in 1909 in Palo Alto as the Poulsen 
Wireless Telephone & Telegraph Company, was a pioneer in continuous wave transmission and 
long-distance transmission. Marsh Station was the hub of all West Coast wired communication 
(telegraph and telephone, and later ship-to-shore radio transmission) when it was completed in 
1921, and led the world in how many channels of communication could be used simultaneously. 
While alterations have been made to the property with the removal of several structures, the site’s 
significant association with national communication history remain legible through the presence of 
its main surviving building within the vast open marshland and the various concrete anchorage 
blocks that remain scattered throughout the site and once supported a 626-foot-tall radio tower 
(present from 1921-1960).  
Period of Significance: 1921-ca. 1977 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note: Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an “Exceptional Building” that is of pre-
eminent national importance.  
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

EMBARCADERO ROAD UNDERPASS 
APN: N/A (Located at Embarcadero Road just west of its intersection with Alma Street) 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936-present 
Summary of Significance: The underpass at Embarcadero Road was found significant for its role in 
Palo Alto transportation and development history in a period dominated by automobiles. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified since 2001. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to consist of 
the year that the underpass was completed (1936), instead of a range extending to the present. This 
revision is in keeping with the significance of the underpass, as its completion date encapsulates its 
role in demonstrating the ongoing changes to transportation infrastructure as a result of the 
prevalence of the automobile. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified 
with the lives of historic people or with important events in the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: The Embarcadero Road underpass is significant as a major infrastructure 
improvement that aimed to reconcile the growing importance of the automobile, as the most 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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prevalent mode of personal transportation, with the established train line and pedestrian access 
needs. The Embarcadero Road Underpass—in conjunction with the later University Avenue 
underpass—allowed for multi-modal circulation without impeding traffic and was a significant 
advancement in allowing safe and fast vehicular and pedestrian access across Alma Street and the 
adjacent train tracks, better connecting Palo Alto with Stanford University. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

UNIVERSITY AVENUE UNDERPASS 
APN: N/A (Located at University Avenue just west of its intersection with Alma Street) 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion A (Events) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1941-present 
Summary of Significance: The underpass at University Avenue was found significant for its role in 
Palo Alto transportation and development history in a period dominated by automobiles. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified since 2001. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance is revised to consist of the year 
that the underpass was completed (1941), instead of a range extending to the present. This revision 
is in keeping with the significance of the underpass, as its completion date encapsulates its role in 
demonstrating the ongoing changes to transportation infrastructure as a result of the prevalence of 
the automobile.  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 1 (The structure or site is identified 
with the lives of historic people or with important events in the city, state, or nation) 
Statement of Significance: The University Avenue underpass is significant as a major infrastructure 
improvement that aimed to reconcile the growing importance of the automobile—as the most 
prevalent mode of personal transportation—with the established train line and pedestrian access 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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needs. The University Avenue underpass, in conjunction with the earlier Embarcadero Road 
underpass, allowed for multi-modal circulation without impeding traffic and was a significant 
advancement in allowing safe and fast vehicular and pedestrian access across Alma Street and the 
adjacent train tracks, better connecting Palo Alto with Stanford University. 
Period of Significance: 1941 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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CRITERIA 5 & 6 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criteria 5 and 6: 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important) 
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding 

attention to architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship) 
 

Address Criteria  Category 

555 Center Drive 5, 6 1 

1275 Dana Avenue 5, 6 1 

2160 Bryant Street 5, 6 2 

380 Coleridge Avenue 5, 6 2 

2171 El Camino Real 5, 6 2 

1726 Fulton Street 5, 6 2 

1423 Hamilton Avenue 5, 6 2 

1452 Hamilton Avenue 5, 6 2 

419 Maple Street 5, 6 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

555 CENTER DRIVE
APN: 003-10-016 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1934-1939 
Summary of Significance: 555 Center Drive was found eligible as a work of the important local 
architect Leslie I. Nichols. Nichols’ design skillfully evokes building patterns from medieval England, 
as imagined by American architects in the 1930s, and consists of different wings that were added on 
over time.  

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: no alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: Page & Turnbull has revised the period of significance to 
be 1933, the year of the building’s construction. The architectural style, which was identified as 
Period Revival in 2001, has been revised from Period Revival to Tudor Revival/Storybook style. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.)

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 555 Center Drive is significant as a notable and grand example of Tudor 
Revival/Storybook style design by the important local architect Leslie I. Nichols and the local builder 
W.P Goodenough. The design skillfully references medieval English design in its craftsmanship and 
detailing. It retains a high level of integrity and architectural character.  
Period of Significance: 1934 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an "Exceptional Building" of pre-eminent 
national or state importance. It is a meritorious work of the important local architect Leslie I. Nichols and 
local builder W.P. Goodenough and is an outstanding example of a Tudor Revival/Storybook style design in 
the United States. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1275 DANA AVENUE  
APN: 003-20-022 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1935-1936 
Summary of Significance: 1275 Dana Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a unique 
architectural design by important local builders W.F. Klay and H.H. Dabinett, as well as San Francisco 
architect Charles H. Sawyer, who designed an addition and lived there.  

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: none. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant for its unique architectural design, high 
integrity and retention of character, and as the work of important local architects and builders W.F. 
Klay and H.H. Dabinett. It is also significant as the residence of San Francisco architect Charles H. 
Sawyer, who designed an addition in 1936 and occupied the residence through 1950. 
Period of Significance: 1935-1936 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 1* 
*Note, this is one of the few properties with significance as an "Exceptional Building" of pre-eminent 
national or state importance. It is a meritorious work of important work of important local architect W.F. 
Klay and builder H.H. Dabinett. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2160 BRYANT STREET 
APN: 124-19-076 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936 
Summary of Significance: 2160 Bryant Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a notable 
example of the Colonial Revival style as designed by architect Lawrence A. Kruse. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced ca. 2008; no other alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is an excellent local example of the Colonial Revival 
style designed by architect Lawrence A. Kruse. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

380 COLERIDGE AVENUE 
APN: 124-08-021 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 
Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1931-1947 
Summary of Significance: 380 Coleridge Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
artistically sophisticated residence that draws on French medieval sources and the personal stylistic 
influences of an important local architect Henry H. Gutterson. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001; Windows replaced in-kind; front door replaced; rear addition; no additional 
alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The period of significance has been revised to be 1931, the 
year of the building’s construction. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 380 Coleridge Avenue is significant as a residence designed with French 
Medieval influences that showcases the personal artistic style and influence of Henry H. Gutterson, 
an important local architect. 
Period of Significance: 1931 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2171 EL CAMINO REAL 
APN: 124-31-081 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1940 
Summary of Significance: 2171 El Camino Real was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a large and 
impressive example of a church-school complex modeled after the California missions. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Enclosed courtyard painted; wrought-iron window grilles removed on 
primary façade; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The significance has been updated to reflect the 
importance of architect Henry A. Minton. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 2171 El Camino Real is a large and impressive example of a church-
school complex modeled after the California missions and designed by architect Henry A. Minton. 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Minton was known for his designs of several important commercial and institutional buildings in 
northern California during the 1920s and 1930s.  
Period of Significance: 1940 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1726 FULTON STREET
APN: 003-58-033 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1934 
Summary of Significance: 1726 Fulton Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a distinctive 
example of work by William Klay, and as a representative of two trends in the Bay Area: the 
development of the modern ranch house and the curious interest in fairytale imagery. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 
Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The architectural style of the building has been revised 
from California Ranch to Tudor Revival/Storybook style. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: 

• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship)
Statement of Significance: 1726 Fulton Street is significant as a distinctive and grand example of the 
Tudor Revival/Storybook style by the prominent local builder William Klay. 
Period of Significance: 1934 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1423 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-11-009 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1932 
Summary of Significance: 1423 Hamilton Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as a 
significant example of well-designed Spanish Colonial Revival house for an upper-middle-class 
market, and as an important example of the work of E.J. Schmaling. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 1423 Hamilton Avenue is a well-designed, Spanish Colonial Revival style 
residence, and an important work by the prominent local builder E.J. Schmaling.  
Period of Significance: 1932 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1452 HAMILTON AVENUE 
APN: 003-23-014 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936 
Summary of Significance: 1452 Hamilton Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
imposing example of the Tudor Revival style. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Brick possibly exposed or added at front entry area between 2020 and 2022; 
no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 1452 Hamilton Avenue is significant as an imposing example of the 
Tudor Revival style and was designed by important local builders Aro & Okerman. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

419 MAPLE STREET 
APN: 003-06-038 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1930 
Summary of Significance: 419 Maple Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C for its 
understated French Eclectic style design and as the work of an important local architect, Leslie I. 
Nichols with Birge Clark, and W.P. Goodenough. 
 
2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 5 (The architect or building was important.)  
• Criterion 6 (The structure or site contains elements demonstrating outstanding attention to 

architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship.) 
Statement of Significance: 419 Maple Street is significant as an excellent representative of the 
French Eclectic design by important local architects and builders, including Leslie I. Nichols, Birge 
Clark, and W.P. Goodenough. The building retains a high level of integrity and architectural 
character.  
Period of Significance: 1930 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 











Page & Turnbull  |  170 MAIDEN LANE, 5TH FLOOR   SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108   TEL 415-362-5154  
 

 

  

CRITERION 2 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 2: 

• Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly representative of an architectural style 
or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 

 
Address Criterion Category 

1101 Alma Street 2 2 

311 El Carmelo Avenue 2 2 

544 Hawthorne Avenue 2 2 

175 Island Drive 2 2 

2264 Bowdoin Street 2 3 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1101 ALMA STREET
APN: 120-30-044 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: ca. 1895 
Summary of Significance: 1101 Alma Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an example of 
an unusual variation of a common pattern book type with two from entrances, possibly to 
accommodate a boarder. The house was moved its current location ca. 1923. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Possible window replacement; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Present, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 1101 Alma Street is significant as an example of an unusual pattern book 
house type with two front entrances. The house was moved to its current location ca. 1923.  
Period of Significance: ca. 1895 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

311 EL CARMELO AVENUE 
APN: 132-19-056 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criteria C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1894 
Summary of Significance: 311 El Carmelo Avenue was found significant as a good and rare example 
of an early house type that was likely adapted from pattern book designs to incorporate two 
separate entrances. While the building was moved from its original location at 164 Hamilton Avenue 
in 1947, the building was found to meet the requirements of National Register Criterion 
Consideration B and retains its historic integrity.1 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: The building was restored since 2001 and the original decoration was 
recreated including spindle work and post brackets at the porch and above the bay windows, and 
newel posts, spindles, and railings at the front stair. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The style was previously identified as Stick/Eastlake, but is 
better understood as a modest example of the Queen Anne style.  
 

 
1 The loss of integrity of location and setting is considered when a property is relocated. In order to meet the requirements of 
Criterion Consideration B, a property must demonstrate that adequate integrity related to its identified criterion of 
significance (in this case Criterion C – Architecture) is retained. 311 El Carmelo Avenue was found to retain integrity of design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 311 El Carmelo Avenue is significant as a good and rare example of an 
early house type that was likely adapted from pattern book designs to incorporate two separate 
entrances. The building demonstrates characteristics of the Queen Anne style.  
Period of Significance: 1894 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

544 HAWTHORNE AVENUE 
APN: 120-02-002 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1914 
Summary of Significance: 544 Hawthorne Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
example of a classic middle-class California bungalow with a gable roof over a large porch that 
functions as an extension between indoor and outdoor spaces. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Lower portion of building previously stucco, reclad with unpainted wood 
shingles; non-original front steps replaced. Note that there is also a non-contributing residential 
building located at the rear of the lot addressed 556 Hawthorne Avenue and built circa 1957.  
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly representative of an architectural style or way of 

life important to the city, state, or nation.)  
 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: 544 Hawthorne Avenue is an attractive and classic example of a 
California Craftsman bungalow. While a few alterations have been made to the facade including 
replacement of original stucco cladding with wood shingles and alterations to the front steps, the 
subject property retains character-defining features of the Craftsman style that showcase the 
connection between indoor and outdoor space, such as the large covered front porch.  
Period of Significance: 1914 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

175 ISLAND DRIVE 
APN: 003-11-005 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1936 
Summary of Significance: 175 Island Drive was found eligible as an imposing example of the 
Colonial Revival style and was designed by John K. Branner, a designer of residences for upper-
middle-class clients in San Mateo and Santa Clara counties. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Building painted; fence and gate replaced; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or site is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation) 
Statement of Significance: 175 Island Drive is an imposing example of the Colonial Revival style and 
was designed by John K. Branner, a designer of residences for upper-middle-class clients in San 
Mateo and Santa Clara counties. 
Period of Significance: 1936 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2264 BOWDOIN STREET 
APN: 137-07-004 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1907 
Summary of Significance: 2264 Bowdoin Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
important local house type that was designed with standard pattern book details and retains high 
integrity. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Porch railings and steps replaced (similar in design); flared feature at 
dormer was removed; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: Revised style to Colonial Revival square cottage from 
Bungalow. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 2 (The structure or is particularly 
representative of an architectural style or way of life important to the city, state or nation); 
Statement of Significance: 2264 Bowdoin Street is significant as a representative example of a local 
house type designed with standard pattern book details.  Despite a few alterations to the facade, the 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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building retains its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree for consideration as a 
contributing building to the overall neighborhood architectural context.   
Period of Significance: 1907 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3* 
*Note: Due to possible loss of integrity, the subject property is best suited to Category 3 as a good local 
example of an architectural style relating to the character of a neighborhood grouping in scale, materials, 
proportion, or other factors. 
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CRITERION 3 NOMINATIONS 
Properties proposed for designation under Palo Alto Criterion 3: 

• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 
common, but is now rare) 

 
Address Criterion Category 

336 Byron Street 3 2 

1247 Stanford Avenue 3 2 

471 Addison Avenue 3 3 

311 Waverley Street 3 3 

2280 Webster Street 3 4 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

336 BYRON STREET 
APN: 120-02-085 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1906 
Summary of Significance: 336 Byron Street was found eligible under Criterion C as an example of 
the example of a pattern book bungalow. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Some window alterations; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: The style has revised the style from a bungalow, 
identified in 2001, to Dutch Colonial. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare.) 
Statement of Significance: The subject building is a notable early example of a pattern book single-
family residence in the Dutch Colonial style.  
Period of Significance: 1906 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

1247 STANFORD AVENUE  
APN: 137-06-009 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1900 
Summary of Significance: 1247 Stanford Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an 
unusual example of the Square Cottage type, which was an early Palo Alto building type, and that 
retains high integrity. 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced; front door replaced; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: None. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare)  
Statement of Significance: 1247 Stanford Avenue is significant as an intact example of what was 
once a common early Palo Alto square cottage typology with Queen Anne style influences.  
Period of Significance: 1900 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 2 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

471 ADDISON AVENUE 
APN: 120-17-055 
 

1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1903 
Summary of Significance: 471 Addison Avenue was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an early 
example of the proliferation of Craftsman bungalows in Palo Alto and the early establishment of the 
suburban town. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: In 2010-2011, most windows were replaced; second-story central window 
added; railing and porch at second floor; brick chimneys removed; windows added within gable 
ends. 
Status in 2023: Extant; retains integrity.  
Recommended Revisions to Significance: Updated style from Craftsman bungalow to bungalow 
with Colonial Revival stylistic influences. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building which was once common, but is now rare.) 
Statement of Significance: 471 Addison Avenue is significant as an early Palo Alto Colonial Revival 
style bungalow. Despite alterations to the exterior, the subject building is still a notable historic 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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example of an early residence in Palo Alto and retains features that contribute to neighborhood 
character including massing, scale, and materials. 
Period of Significance: 1903 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3* 
*Note: Due to possible loss of integrity, the subject property is best suited to Category 3 as a good local 
example of an architectural style relating to the character of a neighborhood grouping in scale, materials, 
proportion, and/or other factors. 
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

311 WAVERLEY STREET 
APN: 120-14-050 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture) 
Identified Period of Significance: 1923 
Summary of Significance: 311 Waverley Street was found eligible under Criterion C as a rare 
example of an "Airplane Bungalow" residence in Palo Alto.  
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: No alterations identified. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance:  The subject building was originally constructed c.1900-
1904 as a one-and-a-half story simple cottage. In 1923, the roof was removed and a second story 
was added to create the house form that exists today.  Because the second story was added 20 
years later, the building should not be considered a true “Airplane Bungalow” house form, but 
instead a more vernacular composite Craftsman. The significance has been revised to reflect the 
altered house form as “Craftsman” instead of the rarer “Airplane Bungalow” type, and the period of 
significance has been adjusted from 1923 to 1900-1923, which incorporates the earlier construction 
date of the smaller cottage.  
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation: Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an 
example of a type of building, which was once common but is now rare)  

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Statement of Significance: The subject building is significant for its Craftsman design that emulates 
the "Airplane Bungalow" house form. While there was a significant alteration to the subject property 
in 1923, the building appears to retain its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree for 
consideration as contributing building to overall neighborhood architectural context.  
Period of Significance: 1900-1923 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 3* 
*Note: Due to some loss of integrity, the subject property is best suited to Category 3 as a good local 
example of an architectural style relating to the character of a neighborhood grouping in scale, materials, 
proportion, or other factors.  
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Imagining change in historic environments through 
design, research, and technology 

2280 WEBSTER STREET 
APN: 124-05-053 
 
1997-2001 SURVEY UPDATE SUMMARY 

Identified National Register Criteria of Significance: Criterion C (Architecture)  
Identified Period of Significance: 1934 
Summary of Significance: 2280 Webster Street was deemed eligible under Criterion C as an early 
and distinctive example of a Modern Ranch style house designed and built by the important local 
firm of Stedman & Stedman for a middle-class client. 
 

2023 RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY SUMMARY 

Alterations Since 2001: Windows replaced; no other alterations visible. 
Status in 2023: Extant, retains historic integrity. 
Recommended Revisions to Significance: 2280 Webster Street is a more modest example of a 
Tudor Revival style cottage and should not be considered a Modern Ranch. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION FOR LISTING IN THE PALO ALTO HISTORIC INVENTORY 

Palo Alto Historic Inventory Criteria for Designation:  
• Criterion 3 (The structure or site is an example of a type of building which was once 

common, but is now rare.) 
Statement of Significance: 2280 Webster Street is a modest example of the Tudor Revival style 
cottage. While the facade has been altered in several ways, including replacement of original 
windows, the building retains its overall character and massing to a sufficient degree to contribute 
to the character of the overall neighborhood architectural context. 

 
Figure 1: 1997-2001 Survey Update photograph. 

 
Figure 2: 2023 Reconnaissance Survey photograph. 
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Period of Significance: 1934 
Palo Alto Historic Inventory Category: Category 4  
*Note, due to numerous window replacements and modest design details, the building has been 
given a Category 4 resource status. 












