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Carnahan, David

From: Art Liberman <art_liberman@yahoo.com>

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 5:01 PM

To: Council, City

Cc: Keene, James

Subject: Stop or Slow premature authorization for Charleston-Arastradero reconstruction

The Council agenda for the April 16th meeting has an item on the Consent Calendar for the Charleston-
Arastradero roadway reconstruction. This is premature, in as much as the Council has not yet voted on the
Infrastructure Capital Budget. It should be removed from the consent calendar.

We can't afford all of the Infrastructure projects, given the construction inflation costs, and so the
Council needs to review the list of projects. You need to make some hard decisions - that's why
you were elected - and | think you should eliminate those of lower priority.

One project that | think should be eliminated is the "Charleston/Arastradero Corridor
Improvements ($10.0 million)" plus an additional $5.0 million for "Phase | of the
Charleston/Arastradero Corridor reconfiguration,” written on page -1V of transmittal
letter http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/57409

The project plan includes completely grinding up and repaving the roadway from Gunn to Fabian
Way, replacing existing traffic lights with new traffic lights, replacing sidewalks, etc. It's a massive,
massive undertaking. The engineering project review that | heard goes way beyond what is
described for this project in the budget plan (page 61 of the link above: "new landscaped median
islands, enhanced bike lanes, new street trees and landscaping, and bulb-outs.") In my view, the
rebuilding of the corridor will not improve traffic flow, nor will it measurably improve the safety of
those using it in cars or on bikes. The roadway surface is currently in good shape, and | feel this
project is largely cosmetic. And if there is to be a grade crossing for rail on Charleston, the roadway
would have to be dug up all over again.

We can't afford everything and given our budgetary limitations, this project is an extravagance and
should be eliminated.

Arthur Liberman
751 Chimalus Drive
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Carnahan, David

From: Jim Colton <james.colton10@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 3:07 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: SB1 proposal and Arastradero Plan

Dear City Council,

On the consent calendar for this evening, there is an item that includes an SB1 proposal for funds for
infrastructure improvement that is coupled with approval of the plan for Arastradero improvement. Since the
SB1 funds don't have to be used for Arastradero, these two items should be separated. In particular I believe
there we should give Arastradero more consideration before proceeding with the plan for the following reasons:

o City budget is overspent already. Arastradero should be considered with all other needs of the city like Fire and
Police. Is this a need or a want?

¢ Do we need to spend over $10m on hardscape for a system that is already working the way it was designed? With the
current painted system, bikes are safe and we have some flexibility if cars need to turn or pull over in
emergencies.

e The aggressive construction on Ross Road has resulted in almost 1000 signatures to a petition to change the design,

more than any other issue has produced. Do we want to have another Ross Road?

Please separate the SB1 proposal from the Arastradero project.

Jim Colton
Georgia Ave
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Carnahan, David

From: Eugene Zukowsky <eandzz@stanford.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 3:24 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: SB1 proposal and Arastradero Plan

Dear Council Members,

We urge you to separate the two items, an SB1 proposal for funds for infrastructure improvements and the Arastradero
Project. The Arastradero Project should be studied before a large amount of money is spent for this proposed project.

There are other needs in this city that require funding and there is a shortfall of funds.

Dr. And Mrs. Eugene Zukowsky
Maybell Way

Sent from my iPad
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Carnahan, David

From: Ron Baker <rabaker.pa@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 3:51 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: SB1 Proposal And Arastradero Corridor Plan
Dear City Council:

The SB1 Proposal should be separated from the Arastradero project. The corridor project itself is wasteful, and
creates additional problems for residents of neighboring streets attempting to enter Arastradero Road during
rush hour. Moreover, it will make transit of Arastradero, one of this city’s prime corridors, slower and more
problematic, at a time when traffic is already a disaster. The entire project is poorly designed, and creates a
variety of new risks for bicyclists. Lets save money now, and avert this unnecessary and problematic
development.

People from our neighborhood are being ignored at public meetings and in side sessions with city staff. It
smacks of the same treatment that South Palo Alto got over the Maybell project.

Ron Baker
rabaker.pa@gmail.com
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Carnahan, David

From: NTB <aarmatt@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:13 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: SB1 and the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project

To the Honorable Mayor Kniss and City Council Members:

| am writing you in support of including the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project in the SB1 funds for
infrastructure improvement so that the hardscape portion of the project can be completed.

For the past fourteen years, the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project in its various phases has received
unanimous approval from every City Council who reviewed it. The performance measures for the trial have
been met. However, the safety features that were built into the design will not be fully realized until the
hardscape is in place. The primary goal of the project - to create a safer environment for our school
children to walk and bike to eleven public and private corridor schools and for other road users— will not
be achieved until the hardscape is in place. It is imperative that the job be finished as designed.....and it
needs to be finished now...for our kids.

| don’t ride a bike any more myself, but | do walk and drive on the corridor frequently. | continue to see that
the previously approved improvements are acutely needed. Many citizens like me have worked hard with the
City for fourteen years to create the best possible plan to balance the needs of all street users. That is a very
long time. Please follow though on the promises made fourteen years ago. A nexus study was done, multiple
phases of striping trial were implemented and reviewed. Citizens (including me) have attended countless
community meetings and public hearings. 1’m not sure | can attend the meeting tonight, but I feel I should not
have to. At this point, | feel the City is obligated to follow through on the commitments made related to this
project...expediently.

In addition, the Corridor factors into the City’s Safe Routes to School goal network of bike and pedestrian
routes as well as helps in making the City a premiere bike friendly environment. Please don’t leave the project
hanging. Please approve the funding to finish this important project that implements the vision of our
Comprehensive Plan without any further delay

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Nina Bell

Los Palos Ave., Palo Alto
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Carnahan, David

From: Kathleen M Eisenhardt <kme@stanford.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:15 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Arastradero and sbl separation

Council

At tonite's meeting, pls separate the Arastradero plan from the sb1 consideration. Specifically, it would be ideal to think
more about Arastradero for reasons that include

1. Expense - is this a necessary improvement now? Or ever? There is a lot of community opposition, making it unclear
whether this is s wise use of money especially with an over spent city budget.

2. Flexibility- is hard scape a good idea? It locks in the design and so limits future responsiveness.
Thanks for your consideration on this. More thought is needed about this project, its priority, and its expense.

Kathleen Eisenhardt
Donald drive

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Na. Judy

To: Council Members; ORG - Clerk"s Office; Council Agenda Email

Cc: Keene, James; Shikada. Ed; De Geus, Robert; Flaherty, Michelle; Portillo, Rumi; Blanch, Sandra; Jimenez
Angelica; Lee. Frank

Subject: 4/16 Council Agenda Questions for Item 5

Date: Friday, April 13, 2018 1:41:40 PM

(} [ Council Question Response

Dear Mayor and Council Members:

On behalf of City Manager Jim Keene, please find below in bold staff responses to inquiries
made by Council Member Tanaka in regard to the April 16, 2018 council meeting agenda.

Item 5: Approval of Employee Benefits Contracts for Dental, Vision, Life, AD&D, and LTD
- CM Tanaka

Item 5: Approval of Employee Benefits Contracts for Dental, Vision, Life, AD&D, and LTD
Q. 1. Which employees get benefits?

A. 1. All employees except unbenefited hourly employees.

Q. 2. How much did the City pay each of these companies in the past terms? Is it
more, less or equal to this contract? Why? In the future, it would be very helpful if
staff mentions past contract amounts in reports as a basis of comparison.

A. 2. The amounts are equal to the prior contracts — the extensions lock in the
current rates.

Q. 3. How many companies bid in each of the RFPs? What were the bid amounts?

A. 3. The RFP process for the Life /LTD insurance will begin May 2018. The RFP
process for the Dental/Vision insurance will begin during the second half of 2020.
The extensions lock in the current rates without disruption to coverage.

Q. 4. Why is there a not to exceed amount if this is insurance for a fixed rate?
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A.4. The “not to exceed” amount represents the new total for the entire life of
the contract, which includes the prior contract plus the extension.

This is not a completely fixed rate, as the actual amounts paid to the
administrators vary depending on the number of enrollees.

Q. 5. Are the benefits better or worse than the last contract (for employees)? Why?

A.5. There are currently no changes to the benefits for these plans.

Thank you,
Judy Ng

4 N
I\ E: ; ,':I Judy Ng
o / City Manager’s Office| Administrative Associate IlI

J 250 Hamilton Avenue | Palo Alto, CA 94301
PALO Phone: (650) 329-2105

Email: Judy.Ng@CityofPaloAlto.org
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Carnahan, David

From: herb <herb_borock@hotmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 4:29 PM

To: Council, City; Clerk, City

Subject: April 16, 2018, Council Meeting, Item #6: Rail Contract with AECOM

Herb Borock
P. O. Box 632
Palo Alto, CA 94302

April 15, 2018

Palo Alto City Council
250 Hamilton Avenue
Palo Alto, CA 94301

APRIL 16, 2018, CITY COUNCIL MEETING, AGENDA ITEM #6
CONTRACT WITH AECOM IN THE RAILROAD GRADE SEPARATION AND
SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT

Dear City Council:

I urge you to remove this item from the Consent Calendar and reject the
proposed contract with AECOM, because AECOM has a potential conflict of
interest due to i1ts receipt of funds from both the Peninsula Corridor
Joint Powers Board and the California High Speed Rail Authority.

I notified you at you January 29, 2018, meeting that the previous
contractor for this project, Mott MacDonald also had a conflict of
interest In regard to this project.

See my January 29, 2018, letter to you in the February 12, 2018, City
Council agenda packet Public Letters Set 2 of 2 on PDF pages 149-156 at:
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/63291

On August 3, 2017, the Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers Board awarded a $4
million contract to AECOM Technical Services, Inc. (AECOM) to provide on-
call planning support for grade separation projects.

See Peninsula Corridor Joint Powers (JPB) Board staff report, “Award of
Contract to Provide On-Call Planning Support for Grade Separation
Projects” in the agenda packet for the August 3, 2017, JPB Board meeting
on PDF pages 155-159 at:

http://www.caltrain.com/Assets/ Agendas+and+Minutes/JPB/Board+of+Director
s/Agendas/2017/2017-08-03+JPB+Agenda.pdf; and

1
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minutes of the JPB August 3, 2017, JPB Board Meeting at the bottom of Page
6 of 8 and the top of Page 7 of 8 at:

http://www.caltrain.com/Assets/ Agendas+and+Minutes/JPB/Board+of+Director
s/Minutes/2017/2017-08-03+JPB+approved+minutes.pdf.

Therefore, AECOM has a potential conflict of interest in working for the
City of Palo Alto on the Grade Separation project, because 1t receives
funds from the JPB for "Planning Support for Grade Separation Project'.

The proposed contract with AECOM, including the Scope of Services for the
contract, appears in the 4/16/2018 staff report (ID # 9100) for this
agenda item at:
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/64464.

The following information appears in that staff report and scope of
services at the pages indicated below:

Contract page 7, PDF page 12 of 51, under "Section 21. Conflict of
Interest, paragraph 21.1": "In accepting this agreement, CONSULTANT
covenants that i1t presently has no interest, and will not acquire any
interest, direct or indirect, financial or otherwise, which would conflict
in any manner or degree with the performance of Services."

Contract page 11, PDF page 16 of 51, under "'Scope of Services Contents':
"Task 7. Assist the City during CAHSR Environmental Analysis Phase™.

Contract page 12, PDF page 17 of 51, under "Project Understanding™, first
paragraph, last sentence, "City iIs preparing for Increases in passenger
rail service due to Caltrain"s Electrification Project and the probable
California High-Speed Rail (CAHSR) Project.”

Contract page 28, PDF page 33 of 51, under "Task 7. Assist City during
CAHSR Environment Analysis Phase™: "At CITY"s request, CONSULTANT will
attend relevant CAHSR EIR meetings and ensure that CITY"s interests are
represented during the environmental analysis process. ... CONSULTANT will
review and summarize relevant information in the EIR documents and [help]
draft comments and [provide] supplemental information to the CHSRA to
address CITY"s concerns.™

Since November 2008, AECOM has had a $55 million contract with the
California High Speed Rail Authority (CHSRA) for the Altamont Corridor
Rail Project as part of the Bay Area to Central Valley Program EIR/EIS.

In May 2013 CHSRA transferred funding for Altamont Corridor Planning to
the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission (SJRRC), including the $36.43
million the California Legislature appropriated to CHSRA for the Altamont
Corridor when the Legislature approved SB 1029.

See the staff report prepared for the June 6, 2013, CHSRA Board Meeting,
Item #3 to "Transfer Leadership and Funding for Altamont Corridor to the
2
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SJRRC at:
https://www.hsr.ca.gov/docs/brdmeetings/2013/060613/A1 3 Proposal Amend MO
U.pdf

See "Amended Second Memorandum of Understanding™ between the California
High Speed Rail Authority and the San Joaquin Regional Rail Commission at:
http://www.hsr.ca.gov/docs/brdmeetings/2013/060613/A1 3 Attachment MOU SJR
RC.pdf, on PDF page 5 of 6, under "12. Funding.: The California State
Legislature appropriated funds specifically for environmental and design
work in the Altamont corridor as part of SB 1029 (Chapter 152, Statutes
2012) in the amount of $36.43 million. The Authority plans to apply these
funds to the planning and environmental work within the Region iIn
cooperation with SJRRC ..."

Monthly reports of the spending on the CHSRA contract with AECOM funded by
CHSRA and currently administered by SJRRC are provided to the CHSRA
Finance & Audit Committee.

These reports enable the calculation of the contract amount spent during
any time period by comparing the contract balance between two of these
monthly reports.

During the most recent twelve months, i1t Is possible to calculate the
amount spent for the ten months of May 2017 through February 2018
inclusive.

For that ten month period over $7 million of the $55 million contract with
AECOM was expended:

Balance as of April 30, 2017: $37,222,747
Balance as of February 28, 2018: $30,201,568

Total Expenditure: $ 7,021,179

CHSRA June 2017 Contracts & Expenditures Report as of April 30, 2018:
http://www._hsr.ca.gov/docs/brdmeetings/2017/brdmtg 061417 FA Contracts Exp
enditures Report.pdf, Page 1 of 19.

CHSRA April 2018 Contracts & Expenditures Report as of February 28, 2018:
http://www.hsr.ca.gov/docs/brdmeetings/2018/brdmtg 041718 FA Contracts EXxp
enditures Report.pdf, Page 1 of 18.

AECOM has a potential conflict of interest in working for the City of Palo
Alto, because it receives funds from CHSRA that are laundered through
SJRRC.

AECOM should not be working for the City of Palo Alto on rail issues
related to Caltrain and related to CHSRA, because AECOM receives funding
from both of these organizations.
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Therefore, you should remove this item from your Consent Calendar and
reject the proposed contract.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,

Herb Borock



COUNCIL MEETING
City of Palo Alto | City Clerk's Office | 4/16/2018 10:09 AM 04/16/2018 8

EReceived Before Meeting

Carnahan, David

From: Wayne Martin <wmartind6@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 9:24 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Opposition To Council's Opposition To Tax Fairness Act of 2018

Elected Council Members:

I am opposed to the Council's alleged opposition to the "The Tax Fairness, Transparency, and Accountability Act of 2018" which may
well appear on the 2018 ballot. If it does appear, | will be voting for it.

The Council has provided little in the way of evidence as to why the Municipal Government of the City of Palo Alto should be on
record as opposed to transparency, or prudent use of our money. Perhaps the Council should make an effort to explain the voters, and
taxpayers, why transparency and prudent financial administration is not in our best interests.

Wayne Martin
Palo Alto, CA
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Carnahan, David

From: Neilson Buchanan <cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 4:18 PM

To: Maximilian Goetz; Greg Tanaka

Cc: Council, City

Subject: Re: Councilman Tanaka Encourages You to Speak Out Tomorrow

Thanks for the heads up about this issue. | have a three comments.

#1 | cannot find any documentation on the internet that ballot measure is officially sponsored by the Calif Bus.
Roundtable. | see that one of the CBRT officers is a proponent but | cannot conclude that the staff report
findings are accurate. Can you clarify? | think the staff report must be correct but documentation of
sponsorship is unclear.

#2 CBRT is a substantial organization with concerns for employment for many Californians, often workers of
moderate and middle income. Our regional housing agony is affordability of housing for some of those
workers. One side of the coin is acquisition cost of housing; the other side of the coin [seldom discussed] is
adequate worker income to buy or rent a home.

Consequently, if CBRT is indeed sponsor of this ballot measure, isn't it more appropriate to hear directly from
one of the business leaders advocating this issue. | think Council and citizens would be better informed to hear
from one of the business sponsors (ideallly not CBRT staffers). In all probability there is a coalition of
sponsors; Council and public should be informed who they are.

#3 | want to be clear about my position and motivations. The ballot measure as written imposes too much
sudden change and uncertainty upon California's economy and governments. However, the measure is, as a
minimum, a substantial opinion from business leaders acting on behalf of their self-interest and employees.

A more responsible action by staff and city council is to hear directly from the sponsor(s) and then act with full
information about sponsors' intent and motivation. The process of inviting proponents to public forum is
important process...ie it clarifies accountability. It would be interesting if any CBRT member would have the
courage of their convictions to appear in front of our Council.

To take Council action without hearing an opinion of so-called sponsors contributes to the polarization
engulfing our society today.

I am unable to attend the Council meeting but appreciate the opportunity to comment belatedly.

Neilson Buchanan
155 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, CA 94301

650 329-0484
650 537-9611 cell
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cnsbuchanan@yahoo.com

On Sunday, April 15, 2018, 12:51:45 PM PDT, Maximilian Goetz <max.goetz@gregtanaka.org> wrote:

Hello,

My name is Max and | am a legislative aide to Councilman Tanaka. Tomorrow, city council is set to vote on a resolution that if
passed, will declare council's opposition to a statewide government tax transparency act ("The Tax Fairness, Transparency, and
Accountability Act of 2018") that is set to be voted on in November. For more details, the resolution can be view

at https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/64478

Regardless of your stance on the issue, Councilman Tanaka encourages you to come to council chambers tomorrow night to speak
about the item.

If you have any further questions, please feel free to let me know.
Thank you,

Max

Maximilian Goetz | Legislative Aide

Palo Alto City Council Member Tanaka’s Office

W: www.GregTanaka.org | D: 650.665.9734 | E: max.goetz@gregtanaka.org
Please think of the environment before printing this email — Thank you.

This message contains information that may be confidential and privileged. Unless you are the addressee, you
may not use, copy or disclose the message or any information contained in the message. If you received the
message in error, please notify the sender and delete the message. Views | state are my own and may not
represent those of this Office or the full Council.
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Carnahan, David

From: Cedric de La Beaujardiere <cedric.bike@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 12:40 AM

To: Council, City; City Mgr

Cc: de La Beaujardiere, Cedric

Subject: Concerns and Suggestions

Honorable Council Members of the Rail Committee,

Thank you for your time and effort to work through this challenge and this opportunity of grade separation.

I have several concerns about the process of selecting alternatives to study for achieving grade separations in
our rail corridor. This is a major decision for the community and its outcomes are likely to affect the next
seven generations.

I'm concerned that the initial screening is stacking the deck with bad options (do nothing, close crossings,
spend $1B) and leaving out Rail Over Road Viaduct which is the clearly superior option (raised rail hybrid is a
good option but may be more expensive and disruptive than only raising rail).

CRITERIA
We should add a criteria:
How effective is each alternative at deterring suicides.
Given the extent to which our community has been impacted by suicides at the rail crossings, I'm surprised that
this criteria, or any safety criteria, is not included in the evaluation. Studies have shown that making it more
difficult to commit suicide has a strong deterrent factor by giving people time to reconsider their impulsive
decision.

OPTIONS

The raised rail option should be split into two or three options, differentiating viaduct from berm or
wall. These each have very different aesthetics, benefits, and possibly cost so it does not make sense to
lump them all into one ambiguous category and judge them blindly. A viaduct could potentially be
constructed in parallel to the existing tracks, above and east of the eastern track, leaving at least the western
track operational during the majority or totality of construction and avoiding the cost and impact of
constructing a temporary shoe fly track on Alma.

The Master List of Ideas (page 24 public scoring) and the table in the Results of Initial
Screening (page 28 staff screening) do not include the Rail Over Road option neither city wide
nor only at intersections, and yet in a viaduct configuration this has greater mobility benefits than the
trenching since we could easily have bike and pedestrian paths under the structure, and it provides a
greater deterrent to suicide, seemingly at a fraction of the cost of trenching. It is not clear that this
option has even been scored, and if so how it fared. Looking at the current Scoring Criteria, a
Viaduct could be dinged on the criteria "Minimize visual changes" and "Reduce rail noise", but these
are tier 2 criteria and a Rail Over Road Viaduct should score well on all of the Tier 1 criteria, so it is
not clear why this option is not in the top 16.
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Staff should make public what they envision each option looking like as they are scoring its
impacts. Some of the criteria involves judgment on the appearance of the change, but there is not a
clear and publicly shared visualization of these options which are being scored. So someone may
envision the raised rail as a Berlin Wall dividing the city and score it poorly, whereas someone else
envisions an elegant viaduct with native plantings and bike and pedestrian paths underneath, and
score it highly. Similarly, Staff should make clear what level of sound and vibration reduction
measures are being assumed when estimating cost, sound reduction, visual impact, and public
acceptance.

In regards to the hybrid options (which both lower the road and raise the rail), at the last Rail
Committee meeting Staff clarified that they assumed some property taking, but clearly the extent and
cost of this impact depends on how deep the roads are lowered. Staff should assess and publicize
how far deep the roads can be lowered at the railroad right of way WITHOUT causing
properties to become inaccessible and thus avoiding their acquisition cost and impact. This
would then inform how high the rail would need to be raised in such a scenario, and thus how far
back the railway ramp up at 1% grade would extend.

Below is my 3D model visualization of a raised rail viaduct, adapted from a design in Hong Kong
which successfully reduced noise by 20dBA. | modified the design by increasing the height of the
soundwalls, incorporating windows with horizontal fins to prevent passengers from peering down into
yards, and cladding the exterior with trellises and planter boxes supporting vines, and some dwarf
fruit trees at the ROW property line. | scooted it east so that the western track could remain
operational through construction, and could allow the very few freight trains to run at grade. (The twin
black lines are the existing tracks, the purple lines are the JPB Right of Way (ROW) property line.
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COSTS

The costs of the entirely raised rail options have not been estimated, | speculate it's in the range of $50M-
200M based on other cost estimates given on page 23 of Types Of Grade Separations & Constraints. It is
unclear if the costs are comparable whether it is viaduct, berm, or wall. Providing a thorough estimate of the
cost of a raised viaduct for the length of the city as well as raised only over the intersections would help
Council and Community make fully informed decisions.

At the February Rail Committee meeting, the $4B cost of trenching city wide was interpreted by Mr. Keene as,
"Four billion dollars could cost us $267 million a year that we’d have to finance. That is 20 percent more
than the entire City’s General Fund Budget each year for the next 30-years.” (bottom of page 23 of the
February meeting transcript). While the costs of the lowered rail options were presented to the community in
March, it was not put in that helpful context of what that means for the city, and without that context, it is
difficult for people in the community to really judge if the cost is just a stretch goal or totally crazy.

OUTREACH

Now that the matrix of 34-36 options has been made public and the extreme cost of trenching
have been revealed, the community should again be engaged and a concerted effort should be
made to determine how this information affects their priorities and to try to build consensus in
the community. | have seen very few examples of real visioning and consensus building process in
Palo Alto, on any topic. It's usually a set of presentations which go over time, then people spread into
small tables where the loudest get the most say, while the shy are afraid to speak up. Finally, the
inconvenient and annoying comments are collated and as far as the community can tell, basically
ignored. This is not a good recipe for success in making a major decision for the community, whose
impacts will be felt for a century or more. At the last community meeting we saw the costs of
trenching, but it was not put in context as Mr. Keene did for you in February, and we were not
given the opportunity to weigh in on all the alternatives. | think many in the community are
expecting they will have this opportunity, but the screening process | see you engaged in here puts
this assumption in doubt.

I'm concerned that Staff is making assumptions of what options the public is willing to support when the
costs, benefits, and visualizations of these options has not been made clear. For instance, past outreach to
the community has shown a lot of support of the trenching option, but | bet a lot of that support evaporates
when the $1-4B price tag is put on it and it is properly put in the context of the total city budget. In this more
informed context, maybe the community starts to support a raised viaduct option which provides greater
connectivity than a trench at a tiny fraction of the cost.

Staff has made a first pass at applying the criteria to the 34 options so screen out half of them. Staff should
make their detailed scoring of each option public. All we see is the results of their screening, but we don't
see how each option fared relative to each other or how close some of the decisions may have been.

The database of public input should be made available to the public. Presumably Staff has processed all
the input and made it more analyzable than poring through scribbled and jumbled up comments written on table
cloths and distributed across several documents on meeting summaries. The website or one of the reports says
this database exists, | searched for it, but could not find it.

Thank you for you time and devotion to this important decision.

Regards,
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Carnahan, David

From: Ken Tam <kenkwtam@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 10:24 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Citizen Concern Regarding Rail Grade Separation

Dear Palo Alto City Council,

| share the North Old Palo Alto (NOPA) Community's concern with the upcoming raid grade separation project
as a resident of the Southgate neighborhood.

There is growing concern within my local community, the North Old Palo Alto (NOPA) Community, regarding
the imminent rail grade-separation project under review by the City. We are very supportive of the coming rail
electrification and modernization initiatives, but we are concerned about the financial, community,
environmental and safety implications of a subset of the grade separation options currently under consideration,
specifically at Churchill Avenue.

Our community members have become very actively involved in the City’s Connecting Palo Alto initiative,
have attended several meetings with City staff, have read all the various research by the consultants on the
project, and have started to hold local community meetings to become activated on these issues. We believe that
there are some critically important elements missing from the current process and analyses that should be part
of the City’s core guiding principles in considering these various grade separation proposals.

Specifically, the NOPA Community members believe that the following principles are not yet adequately being
factored into the City’s process or research and should be prioritized:

(1) Complete Financial Impact, including the multi-hundred million dollar cost of Eminent Domain that would
be required in some proposals;

(2) Community Impact given that some options would eliminate dozens of families’ homes and destroy entire
neighborhoods;

(3) Leverage of Existing Infrastructure given that some options are being considered in isolation despite
massive existing adjacent investments; and,

(4) Safety Impact given that any proposals should address known safety concerns of our pedestrians and
bicycling student/children.

In order to properly communicate our concerns, we ask you to:

(@) Please read our Community Letter to Palo Alto City Council
(http://www.northoldpaloalto.org/community _letter_to_city council), which lays out our concerns and
proposals that we believe will provide for East-West traffic flows and pedestrian safety in the most cost-
effective, community-sensitive way for the community at large.
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(b) Please meet with us to discuss our concerns and issues face-to-face. We would be happy to come to City
Hall or welcome you to our home(s). Please let us know what is optimal for you.

Please let us know when a meeting would be convenient for you. Many thanks in advance for your
consideration.

Regards,
Ken Tam
Southgate Resident
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Carnahan, David

From: Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 5:32 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: AMI 120%

Dear Members of the PA Council,

If you are really concerned about genuinely serving LOW-INCOME people who work in Palo Alto, you must
remedy the formula that you have chosen for the PA Housing Overlay. As it stands, you are pitting the PA
Housing Corp and any other low-income housing development groups against big, profit seeking developers,
and the big developers will win out most of the time. Look at the new "Luxury rental housing that you
approved and is ready now to be rented in the 400 block of Forest. | sent a photo of that development a few
weeks ago. Is that what we are in for, as BMR housing?!

Will you survey your own city workers? | have taken an informal survey and even city planners say that they
can't afford Palo Alto, unless a partner is working and there is more than one income.

Janitors, cooks, receptionists, waitresses, baristas, ( Mr. Fine, give me a break), drivers, secretaries, medical
workers, cleaning folks, para-professionals, newly hired teachers, nearly all service sector employees will not
have access to this housing. You have locked up and sealed a deal for the construction of housing for the upper-
middle and upper classes. Why? This is not an example of diversity, but more of the same. And the Palo Alto
Forward group has been very deceptive in pretending to support truly LOW-INCOME housing. We have
withdrawn our names from their petition, and Peninsula WILPF voted unanimously on Saturday to not support
this sham attempt at providing low income housing to our workers, especially service sector, low income
workers.

We ask that you go back to the drawing board and drop the rate from 120% to 60% and seek to build the needed
low income housing for our workers, who now travel two to three hours to reach their jobs. This would be an
easy modification, and it would show workers that you are sincere about providing the grossly needed housing
for the working class.

Sincerely,

Roberta Ahlquist WILPF Low-income housing subcommittee
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Carnahan, David

From: Jennifer Landesmann <jlandesmann@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 3:23 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: April 9th's Council meeting

Hello Council,

I realize there are many issues and priorities on your minds but no excuse for sloppy meeting communications
with the public.

You have an entire City machine to operate in an organized manner, what is going on?

Some of the people who showed up Monday for the 9:30 item (that was postponed) had no idea what you
postponed the item, waited politely and patiently through several minutes, only to eventually find out later that
the item was not happening.

One or two people I understand did find out because Greg Scharff came off the dais to let those people know.
That didn't cover everyone, like anyone who was sitting down waiting.. or the people who set the time to watch
the meeting at 9:30 from home.

How difficult was it to just make a few announcements for a heads up?

It's hard enough to get your attention in 2-3 minute segments, people show up to watch you, provide input, in
theory to help you do your work more effectively, please do not act omnipotent and make sure to avoid this
happening again (to anyone on any issue).

Now that I got this off my chest, I otherwise look forward to following up on the actual news from your closed
session with Peter Kirsch. Since | am one of the people who were not in the room when you announced you
have opted not to challenge the FAA, if you have a chance to please send me approximately what time you
made this announcement, | would appreciate it, so | can watch it on replay.

Thank you,

Jennifer
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Carnahan, David

From: Mary Jo Colton <mjcolton@gmail.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:39 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Arastradero plan on the Consent calendar with SB1!

Dear Council Members,

This combination is like gerrymandering. Put one good item on the list...and sneak in an unpopular item that is
not related in any way, but maybe you can get what you want, even if it isn't appropriate.

1. We have more important infrastructure issues to apply time, effort and money to than the Arastradero plan.
2. We do NOT need to spend $10M on hardscape for a system already in place and working the way it was
designed. The hardscape does not add value. The current system even provides some flexibility...just in case

cars need to pull over in emergencies.

3. This looks a lot like another Ross Road...a very unsuccessful hardscape plan that has resulted in almost 1000
signatures on petition to change it.

Please separate these items.

Mary Jo Colton
Georgia Avenue
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Carnahan, David

From: Stephanie Munoz <stephanie@dslextreme.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 10:45 AM

To: Scharff, Greg

Cc: hilary gitelman; Council, City; joe simitian; Court Skinner; MN Letters;
gsheyner@paweekly.com; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; David Werner

Subject: Be careful what you wish for.

Dear Greg | don't think | was really clear when | spoke at the Council this evening, or rather, last
night, but | thought you would be the most likely to understand because you're a lawyer in the real
estate business and you worked so hard on Maybell, which | think was the last hurrah for the system
which assumed what's good for General Motors is good for the US, i.e. that the most important goal
for a city was financial solvency. And you were so, so close! a difference of only three starter castles
between what the developer would settle for and the neighbors would put up with. And | have it on
good authority (Judge Scoyan, whom | worked with at the Stanford Cellar when he was in Law
School) that every lawyer is a Constitutional lawyer, so you know all about Brown vs. Board of
Education. One of the cases in the landmark decision involved a woman in Delaware, Sarah Bulah,
who wanted a bus to take her daughter to the black school which was much farther from her home
than the white school. The attorney insisted that she apply to the white school, instead, but when she
did, the judge did not agree that separate was ipso facto unequal. She didn't get to go to the white
school, nor be taken on a bus either; the judge ruled that Plessy v Ferguson was a perfectly valid law
in conformance with the US Constitution. However, he continued " ...it seems to me that when a
plaintiff shows to the satisfaction of the court that there is an existing and continuing violation of the
separate but equal doctrine, he is entitled to have made available to him the state facilities which
have been shown to be superior.” Bulah was awarded , not a bus, but an entire school, lock, stock
and barrel. Does that begin to sound like something you mght be worried about? Bulah went to the
Supreme Court because, even though technically Delaware had won, it was a Pyrrhic victory, and
they appealed.

In the 60's, after Sputnik, Palo Alto began a development policy of rezoning Stanford foothill land for
industry, without any provision for worker housing so Palo Alto took in lots of tax revenue, and
considered itself very virtuous, since the lion's share of the money went to the schools, which were
superb. However, life was not so rosy for the surrounding districts to which the workers went for
housing. which had no money to speak of. The superintendent of the Cupertino School district gave
a talk in which he revealed that it took $42,000 in assessed value for a house to support one (1) child
in school. We had purchased our home in Los Altos , which has hardly any commerce, for $17,000
and we had four children. Homes in East Palo Alto , which had been blockbusted after the war, to
create a housing market for African Americans who had migrated to the West Coast for defense
work, from the South, were worth about half as much, and the value never rose, although the houses
were satisfactory enough except for the one-car garages, because parents, at least white

parents, wouldn't buy where the schools were so poor. After Prop 13, when people were no longer
forced out of their homes by ravenous taxes, Ravenswood School District was a lawsuit waiting to
happen. When the dark-skinned plaintiffs finally found a judge who consented to take the case,
PAUSD lawyers didn't waste one day fighting it. They came to court armed with a compromise
settlement admitting the Tinsley girl and a certain number of other East Palo Alto children into their
schools in perpetuity. Meanwhile, out in the Great Valley, Mr. Serrano was claiming that his child was
receiving an unequal education, and his pleas did not fall on deaf ears. For several years, every time
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Palo Alto bought a new laboratory, a new playing field, they had to supply one for a poor district--can
you imagine how that was received by the worthy burghers of Palo Alto?--until eventually the State
invented basic aid districts, which supposedly were given less state funding to balance the fact that
they were richer. Here we are, flagrantly, blatantly, in violation of Brown, and Serrano as well, and
we become more so every time the Palo Alto City Council adds another office building to its belt. Last
night you were supposed to discuss office limitations, and it was my intention to beg you not to permit
even one without a corresponding increase in affordable housing, but you postponed the

discussion. However, the principle is the same with the golf course. Whenever you give a money-
making entity a gift which allows it to make more money--and that's what a development permit is, a
gift--it redounds to the monetary robustness of the city, just as you surmise. (Of course, whenever
you add value to a human being, by, for instance, teaching him or her a marketable skill, or
contributing the stability of a home, you add value to society as a whole, but that is not a motivating
force for you.) I'm suggesting, I'm urging you to stop giving these gifts precisely because, as you
suppose, they add value to real estate.

Respectfully yours,

Stephanie Munoz
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Carnahan, David

From: Jake Millan <biodieselmillan@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 8:24 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: Bike Route Planning and Safety

Hello City of Palo Alto,

I am a father of two kids and live in Downtown North. | ride my bike with one of my sons almost every day
along the Bryant St Bike Blvd and cannot express my gratitude for such a route and service within the City.
Having dedicated bike lanes and routes not only increases the overall quality of life in the City, but also
decreases traffic due to removing cars from the roads.

Please, please please continue to invest in the walk-ability and bike-ability of our great City, as that what sets it
apart and makes people want to live and shop here.

Thank you for your continued support for bicycles and pedestrians.

-Jake Millan
206-409-5606

Jake Millan (206.409.5606 mobile) biodieselmillan@gmail.com

"Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm." - Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Carnahan, David

From: Rebecca Sanders <rebsanders@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 5:21 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Both Items for Tonight

Dear City Council:

I won't be able to make it in to tonight's meeting so | will be depriving you of my dulcet tones.

As a newly minted co-chair of PAN | have been trying to get a bead on all the neighborhoods and what their
concerns are. No small feat. However, | have direct experience now of the growing rumble in south Palo Alto
regarding the contemplated transformation of the Arastradero corridor. Based on the concerns | have come to
understand, it makes sense to give a little more thought to this part of the infrastructure project and to cut
Avrastradero out of the grant application. Residents deserve more time to weigh in on the design, based on the
fact that the original plans are quite old and the city has changed so much in the intervening

years Circumstances have changed. Plus we don't want another Ross Road situation. Thank you for
considering my thoughts in the matter.

Additionally, with regard to the Office Cap, | urge you to continue to STOP office development anyway you
can not only in heavily saturated areas but all through Palo Alto. You say you want to address the jobs-housing
imbalance by densifying Ventura among other less well off areas of the city but if you do not stop the growth of
office, then your talk of housing is nothing but fiddle faddle. So | urge you to add some teeth to your housing
advocacy and not only continue the office cap but indeed to seek them aggressively throughout the city, until
we have sorted out our housing situation. Thank you for considering my thoughts in this matter as well.

Sincerely,

Becky Sanders
Ventura
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Carnahan, David

From: Lenore Cymes <lenravenl@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:39 AM

To: Council, City; Robert.Jonsen@cityofpaloalot.org
Subject: car break-ins

On Sunday | went over to the Stanford Museum and once | turned on to Museum Way there were 2 big stand
alone posters on either entrance to the parking lots and two at the other end in front of the

Cantor....... unfortunately I didn’t have my phone for a photo. They were about 3x4’ with a photo of a car
with it’s window smashed..... below the image some text about making sure your car is empty of stuff and
unappealing to a quick crook.

It is time we take our heads out of the sand as everyone knows cars are fodder for crooks in shopping centers,
(but shh-we can’t talk about it). It wouldn’t take much to get these signs printed up (or some variation) to serve as a
constant reminder. Way back when - there were signs all over parking lots to bring your own shopping bag —
how many times did some of us walk back to the car and get the bag because of a reminder......... this is the
same thing.

Put them at entrances - smaller signs in store windows- we have nothing to lose and need to recognize our
forgetfulness makes us part of the problem

What deters smash-and-grabs? Nothing — when that’s what’s in the car

SF Chron article about this exact issue. Worth reading
https://www.sfchronicle.com/news/article/What-deters-smash-and-grabs-Nothing-when-
12800256.php?utm_source=email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=newsletter&utm campaign=sfc_mornin
greport&utm_campaign=email-premium&utm_source=CMS%20Sharing%20Button&utm_medium=social

Thank you for paying attention to this

Lenore Cymes
Wildwood Lane
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Carnahan, David

From: Elaine Meyer <meyere@concentric.net>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 1:23 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Conduct of meetings

To Mayor Kniss and Members of the City Council April 16, 2018

From Elaine Meyer meyere@concentric.net

There have been a number of messages on the Weekly's Town Square and also from speakers at
Council meetings, expressing concern about the procedural anomalies that have become
common in the conduct of Council meetings.

For example,

* At the opening of Council discussion on an item, the first or second speaker proposes a Motion.
This limits the discussion to the Motion, before the conversation of the issue even begins.

It is clearly unfair to council members who are then unable to express their views.

Proper procedure requires that motions_follow members' comments, not precede it.

*  Sometimes the Mayor decides to speak first, preempting the discussion, before allowing others to speak.

These new procedures are undemocratic and unfair.
The norms for Chairing a municipal council are described clearly and briefly on the city website.

...""To enable the chair to be a fair guider of the discussion, the chair will typically

refrain from offering their thoughts at the beginning."

It may be useful to review "Guidelines for Meeting Management™ page 2, on the city website.
https://www.cityofpaloalto.org/gov/boards/board_member_and_commissioner_resources/default.asp
and Codes of Conduct for Elected Boards www.ca-ilg.org/CodesOfConduct

These improper practices began prior to the current Mayor's term without any correction

from the City Attorney, and by continuing them, they are being normalized.

Mayor Kniss, it may be time to correct these improprieties, rather than continue them.

Sincerely,

Elaine Meyer
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Carnahan, David

From: Yuling Sun <sunyuling88@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 9:30 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: Construction on Ross

Dear city council,

I’m writing to complain the project on Ross road. The construction makes the road more dangerous to
pedestrians, bikers and drivers. It forces bikes into traffic unnecessarily.

The island at the crossing of Ross and east Meadow is especially dangerous. | saw cars failed to yield to
pedestrians and other cars already in the circle. They just run through because there is no stop sign

anymore. School buses and delivery trucks have hard time to go through , almost impossible to make a smooth
left turn. It causes traffic jam in the rush hours which never exist before.

You may get some emails complaining about this project. But that is only a fraction. Everyone | know in this
neighborhood is not happy with this project. You should stop any similar constructions on our street. | wish you
can remove the island at the Rose/east Meadow.

Thanks!

Yuling
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Carnahan, David

From: Suzy Brown <suzybrownl36@comcast.net>

Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 9:05 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: eviction of homeless elderly woman from Cubberly

Before you evict the 70 (or older) woman living in her car today on _, consider the message you give to
students of that school as well as the rest of us in the affluent high rent Bay Area.

The message is simple: “it is OK for wealthy, powerful people to treat fellow citizens who are impoverished enough, in
part by local housing conditions created and maintained by the wealthy and powerful, as if their humanity has so little
worth that they may be cruelly and inhumanely evicted.”

please provide this woman with secure permanent housing, please treat her with compassion.

Sent from my iPad


dcarnah
10 Page Limit
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Carnahan, David

From: chuck jagoda <chuckjagodal@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 12:03 AM
To: letters@padailypost.com; MN Letters; letters@paweekly.com; Clerk, City; Council, City;

citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Aram James; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Mary
Wisnewski; neighborshelpingneighbors2013; Bains, Paul; Robert Aguirre; Paul George
@ PPJC; HRC; Jason Green; DNG Letters

Subject: Re: Let- Sleep in Her Car at_

(this has been cut to 247 words)
April 12, 2018
To the Editor:

A frail woman in her seventies sleeps in her car at in Palo Alto. She's been told
The City is evicting her as of Friday (today). | ask every person who reads this to write and call the
Palo Alto City Council to ask them to suspend the "De Facto Homeless Shelter Ban" at |||

became a focus and locus of homeless camping and parking a few years ago and Palo Alto
evicted the homeless after City Manager Jim Keene declared |Jij 2 "de facto homeless
shelter.” Like that was a bad thing.

Jim is wrong. If Palo Alto made even this small step toward recognition and solution-- by welcoming
what it used to tolerate-- homeless camping and parking at || ilij it could signal a reversal of
years of homeless persecution and the beginning of a policy of homeless relief. It wouldn't solve the
whole problem but it would be a step in the right direction. And it would be something Palo Alto could
be proud of.

was a community resource for all to enjoy and benefit from. Why shouldn't it be one now?
The once-common resource is now only for the whiter, wealthier folks. The campers used
to rent and own, and teach school, and were trades people. Then they became evictees.

Isn't it time to change this mean, cruel, unnecessarily exclusionary and selfish policy?

Let i s'eep in her car at ||| VVrite/call the Palo Alto City Council. Please.
Chuck Jagoda

495 N Wolfe Rd.
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
516.398.5100
chuckjagodal@gmail.com

On Wed, Apr 11, 2018 at 11:09 PM, chuck jagoda <chuckjagodal@gmail.com> wrote:
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April 11, 2018

To the Editor:

A frail woman in her seventies sleeps in her car at in Palo Alto. The City is
making its statement on homelessness by evicting her from sleeping there on Friday of this

week. I'm writing to ask every person who reads this to write and call the Palo Alto City Council to
ask them to suspend the "De Facto Homeless Shelter Ban" at |||l

In Palo Alto, Mountain View and other local cities, people living in RVs on residential streets and
even on El Camino at Stanford has occupied a lot of time and attention. It's an obvious and repeated
scene resulting from the increasing rarity of affordable housing.

_ became a focus

/locus

of homeless camping and parking a few years ago and Palo Alto evicted the homeless after Jim Keene
(Palo Alto City Manager) declared |Jilij 2 "de facto homeless shelter.” And you could tell from
the way he said it, he didn't think it was something to be proud of.

I think Jim is wrong. If Palo Alto made even this small step toward recognition and attempted to

contribute to a solution-- by welcoming what it used to tolerate-- homeless camping and parking at
it would signal a reversal of years of homeless persecution and the beginning of a policy

of homeless relief. It wouldn't solve the whole problem but it would be a step in the right direction. |

think that's something Palo Alto could be

very

proud of.

used to treated as a community resource for all to enjoy and benefit from. Then, in 2013 it
all changed. The once-common resource was only to be for the whiter, wealthier folks who lived
around the Stories and fear mongering worked their way into the mouths of local
politicians (e.g. Liz Kniss) and became a resource only for those who could afford rent or
home ownership. The homeless who camped at [iij used to be home owners and renters in
Palo Alto, teachers of local children, and trades folk. Then they became [l evictees.

Isn't it time to change this mean, cruel, unnecessarily harsh and selfish policy?

Let i s'eep in her car at || l] VVrite/call the Palo Alto City Council. Please.

Chuck Jagoda

495 N Wolfe Rd.
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
516.398.5100
chuckjagodal@gmail.com
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Carnahan, David

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Aram James <abjpdl@gmail.com>

Thursday, April 12, 2018 8:19 PM

Robert Aguirre

chuck jagoda; letters@padailypost.com; MN Letters; letters@paweekly.com; Clerk, City;
Council, City; citycouncil@mountainview.gov; WILPF Peninsula Palo Alto; Mary
Wisnewski; neighborshelpingneighbors2013; Bains, Paul; Paul George @ PPJC; HRC;
Jason Green; DNG Letters; Alan Hebert; Mary Wisnewski; Aparna Ananthasubramaniam;
Carolyn Schwartz

Subject: Re: Let- Sleep in Her Car at-

Excellent letter Robert Aguirre!!

Thanks, Aram James

Sent from my iPhone

On Apr 12, 2018, at 6:16 PM, Robert Aguirre <robert_j aguirre@yahoo.com> wrote:

Hello Alan Hebert,

I believe Chuck is correct in bringing a name and a place to the problem being experienced
every day by thousands living throughout Santa Clara county and who knows the numbers
throughout California, the country and the world. Putting a name and a face on this problem
makes it personal and easier with which to identify and possibly do something. A letter that
does not make it personal is easily dismissed a few seconds after reading, by most people.

Perhaps bringing this to light, someone with compassion and a kind heart and the means to
help this frail senior citizen living in her car and save her from the thousands of creeps in
the Peninsula might victimize her and what little she might possess. You may be just the
person to help her!

There are other people staying at ||| | | I so there is a community, much the same
as in your neighborhood. Those people probably know each other better than you know
most of your neighbors; they watch out for each other, after all, they are all they have.

Thank you Chuck for bringing this to everyone's attention. I hope they all get to stay there,
safe in their community and ] gets the help she needs.

Regards,
Robert Aguirre

On Wednesday, April 11, 2018, 11:31:29 PM PDT, Alan Hebert <alanhsails@yahoo.com> wrote:

Chuck, did you stop to think that if this is published you just told thousands of people that a
vulnerable "frail" senior woman is sleeping in her car at ||l 1f your letter is published,
every single creep on the Peninsula will know that someone they could victimize is sleeping in
her car at [ ilij You even told them her name.
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I hope that the newspapers have enough sense to not publish this, or at least heavily edit it..

From: chuck jagoda <chuckjagodal@gmail.com>

To: letters@padailypost.com; MN Letters <letters@mercurynews.com>; letters@paweekly.com;
"Clerk, City" <city.clerk@cityofpaloalto.org>; city.council@cityofpaloalto.org;
citycouncil@mountainview.gov; Aram James <abjpdl@gmail.com>; WILPF Peninsula Palo
Alto <wilpf.peninsula.paloalto@gmail.com>; Mary Wisnewski <spinnity@gmail.com>;
neighborshelpingneighbors2013 <neighborshelpingneighbors2013@gmail.com>; Paul Bains
<pbains7@projectwehope.com>; Robert Aguirre <robert j aguirre@yahoo.com>; "Paul George
@ PPJC" <peaceandjusticecenter@gmail.com>; hrc@cityofpaloalto.org; Jason Green
<jgreen@dailynewsgroup.com>; DNG Letters <letters@dailynewsgroup.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 11:09 PM

Subject: Let [ Steep in Her Car at

April 11, 2018

To the Editor:

A frail woman in her seventies sleeps in her car at ||| | | j QJEUEEE in Palo Alto. The
City is making its statement on homelessness by evicting her from sleeping there on
Friday of this week. 1I'm writing to ask every person who reads this to write and call the
Palo Alto City Council to ask them to suspend the "De Facto Homeless Shelter Ban" at

In Palo Alto, Mountain View and other local cities, people living in RVs on residential
streets and even on El Camino at Stanford has occupied a lot of time and attention. It's
an obvious and repeated scene resulting from the increasing rarity of affordable
housing.

_ became a focus

/locus

of homeless camping and parking a few years ago and Palo Alto evicted the homeless
after Jim Keene (Palo Alto City Manager) declared |ji)j 2 "de facto homeless
shelter.” And you could tell from the way he said it, he didn't think it was something to
be proud of.

I think Jim is wrong. If Palo Alto made even this small step toward recognition and
attempted to contribute to a solution-- by welcoming what it used to tolerate-- homeless
camping and parking at || ij it would signal a reversal of years of homeless
persecution and the beginning of a policy of homeless relief. It wouldn't solve the whole
problem but it would be a step in the right direction. I think that's something Palo Alto
could be
very
proud of.

used to treated as a community resource for all to enjoy and benefit
from. Then, in 2013 it all changed. The once-common resource was only to be for the
whiter, wealthier folks who lived around the campus. Stories and fear mongering

6
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worked their way into the mouths of local politicians (e.g. Liz Kniss) and
became a resource only for those who could afford rent or home ownership. The
homeless who camped at [l used to be home owners and renters in Palo Alto,
teachers of local children, and trades folk. Then they became i evictees.

Isn't it time to change this mean, cruel, unnecessarily harsh and selfish policy?

Let i s'eep in her car at ||| VVrite/call the Palo Alto City Council. Please.

Chuck Jagoda

495 N Wolfe Rd.
Sunnyvale, CA 94085
516.398.5100
chuckjagodal@gmail.com

Virus-free. www.avast.com
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Carnahan, David

From: Roberta Ahlquist <roberta.ahlquist@sjsu.edu>
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 12:16 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: -

Dear Council Members and City Manager,

People who have cars to sleep in are lucky. They aren't in your backyard or on the street. Let- sleep in her
car at | 'ts time for

more humane treatment of our residents, our neighbors. It's unconstitutional and illegal to not let people sleep in
their vehicles.

Roberta Ahlquist, WILPF Low-income Housing Subcommittee Member
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Carnahan, David

From: Wayne Martin <wmartind6@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 6:22 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Finance Committee

Palo Alto City Council
City of Palo Alto

Palo Alto, CA 94301

Elected Council Members:

Re: Finance Committee

As the City of Palo Alto’s revenue streams increase year after year, and its spending increases in like manner, the
complexities of oversight of these vast sums falls on the Finance Committee before these matters are brought before the
full Council.

The Finance Committee currently meets once a month for only three, or more hours. Sometimes the business before the
Committee drives the meetings beyond three hours, making it difficult for both Committee members, Staff and the public
to sit through the entirety of these meetings, as well as to offer the keenest of attention to all of the night’s business.

As an interested member of the community, | would like to suggest that the Finance Committee meet twice a month, for a
fixed schedule of three hours. This would provide more time to the Committee and public to discuss, or educate itself,
about the matters facing the City’s finances than is currently available.

The Council is encouraged to consider this matter and direct the Finance Committee members to increase its meetings to
twice a month.

Wayne Martin

Palo Alto, CA
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Carnahan, David

From: Aram James <abjpdl@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 11:51 PM
To: Constantino, Mary; michael.gennaco@oirgroup.com; Council, City; Kan, Michael;

Jonsen, Robert; Van Der Zwaag, Minka; Lee, Craig

Subject: From the archives —Police Board has a problem.....
>
§ OslyPost  Wednessy, Soptemier 2, 2000 9 9
Fosr QPINION_
Police board
voetivseell GUEST OPINION

I am owtraged and incredu-
lous — although not surprised — wants the board to meet behind
— that Palo Al attormey Tom  closed doors even though it
Molan was rl_'juL'[:'d for mem- will be talking about pLIlJrIC
bership on the police advisory  policy — policy that will affect
board, the lives of everyone who lives

Nolan has more than 30 in Palo Al or visits here.
years of trial experence in
highly complex criminal cases. Secrat meetings
He 15 a fellow of the American ‘I'he idea that Burns would
College of Trial Lawyers and try to keep the hoard’s delib-
for the last 13 years hasbeen  erations secrel is another nail
included in “The Best Lawyers  jn the coffin of his credibility.
in Amenga.” Al atime when our presi-

He has been a consuliing pro- — dent has said that indisputable
fessor at Stanford Law School,  evidence for racial profiling
where he has taught advanced exists, and given a national
criminal procedure, white collar — jnterest in reforming-a wide
crime and trial advocacy. vanely of police practices that

He is the past presidentof  lead 1o wrangful convictions,
the largest organization of the last thing we need is a
criminal defense aitormeys in police chief who brings more
the state, the California At- secrecy to the process.
tarneys for Criminal Justice. If Molan had been selected
He has received many other for the advisory board, | have
honors over the years, no doubt that he would have

pushed 1o have the panel’s

His expertise is neaded  mectings held in public.

Affter years of scondals In addition, with Molan, the
engulfing the Palo Al Police  board would have been more
Department, Nolan's appoint-  likely 1o delve into palice
meni o such a board would be practices and pn|iuics that
@ “win-win" gituation for the need 1o be changed.
citizens of this commumnity and I am not done with this is-
for a department badly in need  sue. | intend 10 bring it o the
of the type of expertise he has  altention of the City Coungil,
developed over a long and City Manager Jim Keene and
distinguished career, cilizens of this community.

1 am embarrassed that With the exclusion of
MNolan has been excloded from  Molan, Burns has sealed his
such an advisory board under  coffin for 2ood.
the leadership of interim po-
lice Chief Dennis Bumns, Aram James of Pale Alto

1'm not surpnised, however, i a rerired public defender
given the direction this advisory  and @ watchdog of the police
board has been taking. Burns department.

>
>

> Sent from my iPad
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Carnahan, David

From: Suzanne Keehn <dskeehn@pacbell.net>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:33 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Fw: SB1 and Arastradero

To the Palo Alto City Council,

On tonight's consent calendar there is an item that includes an SB1 proposal for funds for
improvement of infrastructure, connected with

approval for the Arastradero improvement. Firstly you must have the message that most of
us in the Arastradero area do not like what has

already been done with the striping changes. This street is one of the few east/west
corridors in Palo Alto. Plus with our overspent budget,

why spend millions for 'improving' a system that is already working the way you want it to,
even if not agreeable to many of us.

These funds do not have to be used for Arascadero, the items need to be separated.,
especially considering other needs of the city, and

the state of our city budget. You have seen how the extreme construction on Ross Rd.
caused an uproar, and resulted in 1000 signatures on

a petition to change the design. This can happen here as well, plus the extreme plans for
Charleston. There are other needs the city

needs much more. Arascadero needs to be a separate, or a moot issue.

The headline in the Daily Post today : Anemic Support for New Taxes, (for

infrastructure) You polled 1,191 residents, wish you had polled

more, as more taxes are not supported by many residents. Further says POLL: Sales, parcel
taxes would fail. Palo Alto need to be fiscally

responsible, especially with the very high retirement benefits for city employees

etc. What do we really need? El Camino really needs

repair, in my opinion.

You might do a poll asking us what we think is important.

Sincerely
Suzanne Keehn
4076 Orme St.
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Carnahan, David

From: Penny Ellson <pellson@pacbell.net>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 5:34 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Item 4, Consent Calendar

Dear Honorable City Council Members,

I'm writing to ask you to support staff's recommendation to adopt the fiscal year 2019 list of projects proposed
in the Attachment B resolution (Item 4, Consent Claendar).

Implementation of the Charleston Arastradero Plan is long overdue. The current striping was intended as a
paint trial to see if the city could maintain road operations with a lane reduction. The trial was successful
maintaining point-to-point travel times. Safety improvements have not been implemented yet.

The assumption that the current configuration is safe for bicycles (or for cars, for that matter) is not born out by
the continuing collisions that occur on the corridor. Further, it ignores the fact that bike lanes still completely
disappear on the approaches to the dangerous El Camino state highway intersection. It also ignores the
signalization and lane capacity improvements at Terman that would be included in the hardscape
implementation to improve road operations. Finally, it ignores the proposed off-road multi-use paths that will
enable wrong-way student bicyclists from land-locked neighborhoods south of Arastradero to get safely off the
street. These are just a few of the safety and operations improvements that will come with the final project.

This project is designed with emergency needs in mind. In an emergency, a car may pull over into the bike
lane (as they do today in emergencies). The project is designed with mountable medians for emergency
vehicles.

Charleston-Arastradero, a residential arterial that carries nearly 16-20,000 cars per day, depending on which
segment of the road you are looking at, serves eleven public and private schools. The project has been
extensively studied over 15 years. Many of the final implementation improvements will facilitate better
operations as well as improving safety. These improvements could not be implemented without hardscape
changes. After more than a decade of testing and repeated unanimous approvals, it is critically important to
implement the project before grade separation occurs to maintain safety and operations for all road users in
coming years.

Please adopt the list of projects, including Charleston-Arastradero Plan.
Thank you for considering my comments.
Sincerely,

Penny Ellson
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Carnahan, David

From: Kniss, Liz (internal)

Sent: Wednesday, April 18, 2018 11:37 AM

To: Nadia Naik

Cc: Mello, Joshuah; Keene, James; Shikada, Ed; Gitelman, Hillary; De Geus, Robert; Council,
City; info

Subject: Just FYI

Filseth, Tom and I are all recused on rail issues unless the FPPC gives a different interpretation.

On Apr 18, 2018, at 11:20 AM, Nadia Naik <padianaik@gmail.com> wrote:

I would like to clarify one thing related to what Elizabeth wrote - only one track for freight is
needed if freight was kept at the surface. We would have room for bike/ped and or even a
busway at the surface within the ROW.

Nadia

On Wed, Apr 18, 2018 at 11:17 AM, Nadia Naik <nadianaik@gmail.com> wrote:
FYI
---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Elizabeth Goldstein Alexis <elizabeth@calhsr.com>
Date: Wed, Apr 18, 2018 at 8:42 AM
Subject: Alternative for south Palo Alto - bored tunnel exclusive for electric trains
To: "Council, City" <city.council@cityofpaloalto.org>
Cc: Nadia Naik <nadianaik@calhsr.com>

The city should seriously evaluate a bored tunnel for the south Palo Alto grade
separations that leaves one track at the surface for freight trains. Previous
considerations of tunnels assumed very expensive configurations - either 4 tracks or
very large diameter to accommodate double stack freight.

The community has voiced strong support for an underground alternative given the high volume
of trains anticipated and the use of the crossings by pedestrians and cyclists of all ages. Current
development on either side of the corridor is almost exclusively residential.

The current alternatives being considered are designed to accommodate the handful of
freight trains today, as well as the requirements that high speed rail has for its mainline
sections where it plans to travel at speeds in excess of 200 miles per hour.
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Split configuration has precedence
There is precedent for this split configuration concept in the East Bay where several
trenches for the BART extension have a surface track for freight.

Caltrain and high speed rail will exclusively use low profile, high powered trains at a
maximum speed of 110 mph.

In January, Caltrain announced that it now plans to use an all electric fleet and is seeking grant
money for the additional trains. This fleet will have a relatively low profile and handle
significant slopes. There is precedent with both BART and LA Metro for much required lower
clearance levels for their exclusive tracks from CPUC. High speed rail trains will be lower but
may travel slightly faster. It should be noted that the requirements in high speed rail technical
memorandum that were cited in the alternatives document would not apply to the Caltrain
corridor - these were designed for very high speeds which require large bores. The actual bore
size could be much closer to the current San Francisco tunnels which are less than 20 feet high.
Another reference point would be the tunnels in Zurich that accommodate the same trains that
Caltrain will purchase.

There are no stations in south Palo Alto

Bored tunnels can be very expensive, but the high cost of some recent projects relates to
excavation required for stations or safety measures required for long (6 miles+) bores. In areas
without stations, relatively short tunnels are surprisingly low cost. The tunneling costs for the
Central Subway in San Francisco was only $300 million and was done on time and on budget
while the stations cost $1.5 billion. New water tunnels were recently bored alongside the
Dumbarton bridge. These were quite large and done quickly and inexpensively.

The current alternatives being considered will likely have costs multiple times initial
estimates

Surface construction of any grade separation that involves an existing active rail corridor and a
heavily used adjacent roadway can be surprisingly expensive - with final costs multiple times
original cost estimates. The requirements to maintain rail and automobile traffic take projects
that could take 6 months and turn them into multiple year projects where the work is done in
small chunks over nights and weekends. There are very high labor costs and significant lasting
impacts to residents and traffic. Significant diversions could be required which would be a real
challenge for our school bicyclists.

In addition, there are many utilities that run along and across the corridor. A story in today's LA
Times shows costs for relocation of just two utilities in Fresno for the high speed rail project
will be almost 6 times higher than originally forecast. In the Central Valley, utility relocation
costs will be higher than the civil work for grade separations.

Mountain View
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The issues with the Rengstorff crossing are similar to those with Charleston and Meadow.
Mountain View is currently planning to fully lower both Rengstorff and Central Expressway.
This will be extraordinarily expensive and disrupt traffic from Palo Alto for many years. It will
also be a problem for bicycle networks. This same concept would work well there. We could
not only partner with the city for the necessary variances but boring machines could be used for
both projects.

Elon Musk

This is not a joke. He wants to practice building tunnels the same length as what would
be required in Palo Alto. We should at least have a conversation.

Elizabeth Goldstein Alexis

Co-founder Californians Advocating Responsible Rail Design (CARRD)
cell (650) 996-8018

www.calhsr.com
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Carnahan, David

From: Suzanne Keehn <dskeehn@pacbell.net>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:45 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Letter to the Editor in the POST

car camping

is about an 70 some frail woman sleeping in her car at ||| GG

The city is evicting her, HAVE a HEART. Is this high brow city too good for folks that
haven't

'made it?' There must be churches or some city facility for people who need help. It
could

be any one of our relatives. Lydia Ku had a great idea of creating a place where at least
folks in campers could park at night with facilities for them.

Jim Keene , several years ago, declared |} 2 de facto homeless shelter: Is that
a bad thing. This city

is becoming more and more elitist, where is our compassion, putting ourselves in
another's

foot prints?

Can't you as a whole, being representative of all of us, help this lady and find her a safe
place.
This letter written by a man from Sunnyvale.

Suzanne Keehn
4076 Orme St.



City of Palo Alto | City Clerk's Office | 4/16/2018 9:57 AM

Carnahan, David

From: Jane Parks-McKay <janerparksmckay@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 12:21 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Message from the City Council Home Page

We are very concerned about the state of the homeless in Palo Alto and other areas. My late Mom used to tell me
during the depression, there was a whole different mindset about people and their compassion toward others. Respect
and mutual empathy reigned and instead of looking at those who fall on hard times as being pariah’s, people would help
others.

I’'m a former reporter who did a series on homelessness in Santa Cruz County. One of the things | learned in my
interviews and research was that so MANY in that predicament are like you and me, something catastrophic happens
such as a medical event, and things spiral downwards.

| interviewed so many wonderful people who had once been homeowners, employed and had families.
| also learned that this could happen to any of us and all it takes is one thing to change things.

I’'m telling this story because | know there must be another way of treating the homeless in Palo Alto. It is not a badge of
honor to “clean out” the homeless population and deny the last thing we can: shelter to those who have fallen on hard
times. | also learned that around 10% of those who are homeless at least at that point were mentally ill, many turned on
the street when institutions changed their policies and they were “too much” for a family to take care of.

Whatever is decided to deal with this issue, can we instill compassion and empathy and start thinking of outside the box.
We live on the ocean cliffs above Capitola and we see a variety of situations in this affluent area. We have seen
homeless park cars, or campers, we have seen people stow their belongings in the brush to come back and sleep in the
ivy. None have disturbed us and | would never think about reporting them to authorities or asking them to leave unless
necessary. Where would they go? In cases like this, what | have done is offer something to tide them over whether it be
food but mostly a kind encouraging word. | have also asked them if they know about the many resources that are
available to them and in one case, when we saw a wheelchair man who was an ailing senior, | called the homeless
services center who went down and did a welfare case, or to call the authorities.

The bottom line of course is there are many ways of dealing with a situation. | encourage your lovely City (of which | am
personally connected to), to think outside the box and not resort to knee-jerk reactions such as “not in my backyard”,
etc. There are salutations and while they may not be perfect ones, don’t you think if you were in their shoes, what
would you want?

Warmly,

Jane Parks-McKay

4715 Opal Cliff Drive

Santa Cruz,CA 95062

(831) 475-0588
janerparksmckay@gmail.com
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Carnahan, David

From: Jessica Yang <jessyang325@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 14, 2018 11:48 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: My son almost got hit when biking on Ross Rd a couple of weeks ago!!!

Dear City Council,

As a very concerned resident, | must bring this issue to your attention. The so called "bike boulevard" project
on Ross Rd does nothing, but makes biking more dangerous!

My son bikes to JLS every day on Ross Rd since 6th grade. Before the construction began early this year, he
had enjoyed the biking experience very much.

However, now, Ross Rd is so narrow. He has to bike in front of cars instead on the side. He just told me he
almost got hit by a car a couple of weeks ago. The car was s0000 close to him. He was very scared. Now, he
hates biking to school, especially in the morning rush hour!

| demand the city to stop the construction on Ross and reverse the street back to its original condition! The
'bike boulevard" is the most ridiculous and stupid project | have ever seen. It not only wastes tax payers money,
but also SIGNIFICANTLY INCREASE the chance of traffic accidents. Kids are forced into traffic when biking
to school everyday. If an accident happens, the city should take full responsibility.

There have been 910 people signed the petition on Change.org to stop the project. Now, you know how much
residents hate the project. STOP IT NOW!

Sincerely,
Jessica Yang

a resident on Sutter Ave.
408-802-1760
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Carnahan, David

From: Yanqging Guan <guanyanging@hotmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 5:46 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Please stop all the constructions on Ross road and other areas of Palo Alto streets
Hi City Council,

We live very close to Ross road. After the construction on Ross road, | found it is more dangerous when driving
or biking on it. My daughter bikes on Ross to JLS everyday. She said she felt dangerous when passing the
planter areas which stick out to the road because planter areas make the road narrower than before,
especially when a car needs to pass at the same time. She has the same dangerous feeling when she passes
the roundabout on the intersection of Ross and East Meadow because of the narrower road. As | know, there
are another 10 intersections will be changed as roundabout in Palo Alto. Please stop the constructions as soon
as possible. This 8+ million project doesn't make "the traffic calming", instead it increases the danger of
accidents on the roads. Please use our tax money wisely.

Thanks,
Yanging
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Carnahan, David

From: Nicole Kathleen Hemenway <nkhem@stanford.edu>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 10:27 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: Please suspend the De Facto Homeless Shelter Ban

To the Palo Alto City Council:

My name is Nicole Hemenway. | was born in Stanford Hospital and grew up in a Palo Alto home that my family
owns. | attended Palo Alto's public schools until | left the area to attend UC Berkeley, and now | work as a
software engineer at an edtech startup in downtown Palo Alto. On the side, | volunteer my time in a
leadership capacity to a local ballot initiative campaign that | believe deeply in - the Campaign to Recall Judge
Persky.

| find it very saddening that we as a community are enforcing the de facto homeless shelter ban at Cubberley
that further disenfranchises some of the most disenfranchised members of our community. I'm

particularly ashamed to be a relatively powerful member of this community, and that in my ignorance to this
issue and thus silence about it, | feel | have been complicit in our city's attempts at pushing out our homeless
population.

Rather than focusing efforts on pushing these homeless community members out of our community, we
should be focusing efforts on creating attractive alternatives to camping out at Cubberley that would actually
help the homeless regain their footing. However, as long as camping out at Cubberley is the best viable option
for many in our community due to our failure to provide them adequate support and resources, we cannot
conscionably treat banning them from camping at Cubberley as part of our solution to our community's
problem with homelessness. The money that we have set aside to helping them is clearly not enough or

has not been wisely spent, as evidenced by the fact that homeless people have continued to try to camp out
at Cubberley.

Palo Alto needs to be a city that looks out for everyone in our community - not just wealthy homeowners,
which is who this ban is meant to appease. While homeowners may literally own parts of the city, please do
not allow them to own city government, to the detriment of the most marginalized members of our
community.

| urge you to suspend the de facto homeless shelter ban at Cubberley, and | hope to see aggressive moves on
the part of City Council to allot resources to lifting up our homeless population rather than pushing them out.

Respectfully,
Nicole Hemenway
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Carnahan, David

From: chuck jagoda <chuckjagodal@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 12:58 AM

To: Stephanie Munoz

Cc: Filseth, Eric (Internal); M. Gallagher; roberta ahlquist; Ruth Chippendale; WILPF
Peninsula Palo Alto; Council, City

Subject: Re: car light parking.

I only read the first sentence or so (I'll read it all late) but | must disagree, Dear Stephanie, with your
agreement with Deputy Mayor Filseth. The NIMBY about car camping is just another form of selfish
hoarding.

The approach should not be deciding whose space is whose, but how to share and make it work best
for all.

If a person really wanted to have the people who park on his/her street to go elsewhere--- get behind
(or start) a campaign to make City parking garages available, and develop a Safe Parking Lot at
Baylands or look for other good spots.

For once, Palo Alto--- please stop finding ways and reasons and rights to say "NO," and look for ways
to find room for all.

Don't buy the Scarcity Doctrine so popular with Big Energy, Big Armaments, and Big Finance. There
really IS enough land, energy, and money for all. We just have to rearrange a few things. Some things
are already in the works: the huge wave of conversion to renewables in spite or a complete lack of
government support, the rise of decentralize currencies like bitcoin, the legalization of weed in state
after state because it makes sense-- despite an 87 period of having greedy, puritanical, racists pull the
wool over our eyes.

The pivoting of Palo Alto from homeless criminalization to homeless relief will be a milestone in the
moral history of Palo Alto.

Stop condemning where the poor park (a REAL waste of time and VERY un Christ-like), and get busy
looking for better locations for all concerned.

It would be the modern equivalent of "Instead of cursing the darkness, light a single candle.”
Chuck

On Fri, Apr 13, 2018 at 8:20 PM, Stephanie Munoz <stephanie@dslextreme.com> wrote:
Dear Vice mayor Filseth:
Nobody could disagree with you about antagonism raised by dumping extraneous parking on a
neighborhood street. | have often thought that the numerous objections to poor people in a
neighborhood are really objections to the extra cars competing for free parking. But why can't you
issue neighborhood parking permits? Either paid or free, just as you like. (I believe also that it's
appropriate to permit RVs to park on El Camino, but it should be permit parking and they should pay
for the permits, enough to support at least a waste collection station either in Palo Alto or
elsewhere). If the parking places were all taken, and the newcomers weren't issued permits, why

1
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would they be a problem? If new garages are going to be built somewhere, why couldn't cars also
rent space during the night, and go away in the morning so that workers' cars could be garaged?

It's true that poor people have almost as many cars as wealthy ones, but there is one large, and
growing population that do not; it is the seniors, who no longer need to drive to work, often have their
driver's license taken away, and have trouble paying for the maintenance of the car: license, smog,
insurance, fuel, repairs. Why doesn't Palo Alto solicit a development of low income social security
recipients: retirees and SSlI, to rent bedroom suites in an attractive hotel, beautifully landscaped, with
some amenities in common, such as a pool, computer room or gym., and, most essential, a van to
take residents over to the bus or train. Start with the many long waiting lists of would-be tenants; find
out who do not have cars or would be willing to go without one. It could be owned by PAHC, but I'd
like to see it privately owned, with an affordable rent ($600. because the lowest social security check
is $900.) It would be rent controlled. The bedrooms would be SROs--200 square feet, so there
could be twice as many people housed as in studios, which are 400-500 square feet. The proposed
Wilton Court development is, | believe, 60 studios, so in the same enclosed space you could house
twice as many.

You created a new company, | think, but the City of Palo Alto didn't indicate any space where
housing for your employees could go. Not your fault, not your responsibility. But now you're on the
city council and it is your responsibility. | think giant companies should build housing nearby for their
workers, just as | think the school district should build teacher housing. It seems to me a practical
idea to stabilize labor costs, but realistically, if the companies thought so, they would have done it on
their own. However, a partial solution would be to build a hotel for social security and disabled
persons who don't drive, or at least are willing to live without a car nearby, and have a 24 hour bus
or van service. There'd have to be 250 or three hundred to be economically feasible, but that's
comparable to 101 Alma, which has only a hundred units, but two hundred bedrooms, nearly three
times the area, and that hasn't lowered property values, has it? Many older people would move out
of their large homes in exchange for the convenience, freeing them for families. Different authorities
work at manipulating people into leaving their cars; | think it would be nice it you gave us some
positive incentive not to drive.

Stephanie Munoz

Chuck
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Carnahan, David

From: marionparr@gmail.com on behalf of Marion Parr <marion@parrcarr.com>

Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 11:34 AM

To: DuBois, Tom; Filseth, Eric (Internal); Fine, Adrian; Holman, Karen; Kniss, Liz (internal);
Kou, Lydia; Scharff, Gregory (internal); Tanaka, Greg; Wolbach, Cory

Cc: Council, City

Subject: Re: Comp Plan encourages cottage clusters: 850 Boyce project will kill its cottage
cluster

Dear Madame Mayor Kniss, Mr Vice Mayor Filseth, and Palo Alto City Council members Tom DuBois, Adrian
Fine, Karen Holman, Lydia Kou, Greg Scharff, Greg Tanaka and Cory Wohlbach,

I've been following the saga on the proposed remodel of 850 Boyce and the cottage cluster it's inside. I'm emailing
comments you as the hearings make it apparent that while the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan strongly encourages
the retention of cottage clusters, the City of Palo Alto hasn't put any guidelines in place about how to do that. So the
proposed 850 Boyce project is being designed with guidelines for stand-alone projects, which puts it completely out-of-
scale with the other cottages in the cluster of which it is 25% of the whole. Allowing the current implementation of the 850
Boyce project will kill the cluster it is in, which is opposite the goal of the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan.

There is an understated yet intentional architectural design of cottage clusters in Palo Alto. For the 850 Boyce cottage
cluster in particular, it's been interesting to watch the two remodels that have already occurred there, and to see how
those remodels have fit within the perspective of the whole piece of the cluster. The current cottage cluster including 850
Boyce Avenue, looks like this.

Bouca Avan o
;

When | read that a third cottage in the cluster was going to be remodeled, | was curious to see how that remodel was
going to fit in. When | saw the drawing, | was surprised that the design was so much bigger than the other cottages
in the cluster and wondered how it would be modified to fit within the cottage cluster. But, when | saw the 850
Boyce Ave model (to scale model pictured below, 850 Boyce is the two story house) it was obvious that the 850 Boyce
Ave proposed project is out-of-scale for the cottage cluster, and will totally overwhelm the cluster. So | decided
to come and listen to the Directors hearings to find out why.



At the Directors hearings, | learned that the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan “recognize(s) the contribution of cottage
cluster housing” and wants to “retain and encourage this type of development.” (Policy L-3-3) Part of the
definition of cottage clusters is that they are “arranged around a common lawn or green area” (page 287, Comp
Plan). Given those statements of policy, it's been a contradiction to sit at the Directors meetings and look at the model,
which shows a house far larger than the other cottages, looms over the other structures, and ignores the goal of being
arranged around a common area or lawn. It's already been demonstrated that remodels can be effectively and sensitively
completed in this cottage cluster, as the back two cottages have already been remodeled, and in both cases, those parts
don't overwhelm the whole, and gather around the common area. But in looking at the model, the proposed 850 Boyce
project is so large and out-of-scale, ignoring the common area, that it threatens to overwhelm the cottage cluster
completely. Allowing one part of the cottage cluster to overtake and overwhelm the whole cluster will both kill the
cluster, and is antithetical to Palo Alto’s Comprehensive Policy to retain and encourage cottage clusters.

As noted earlier, the Palo Alto Comprehensive Plan recognizes the value of cottage clusters and wants to retain and
encourage cottage cluster development, which is a great first step. From the prior meetings about this project, it doesn't
sound like the Comp Plan has spelled out how to retain cottage clusters, which would be the next step. If Palo
Alto hasn't formulated guidelines on how to retain cottage clusters, it would be a mistake to shoehorn the out-of-scale
design of 850 Boyce Ave into this existing cottage cluster using rules that don’t apply for cottage clusters.

If there are no existing guidelines on how to build within a cottage cluster, the Planning Department and/or the
City of Palo Alto has the opportunity to take the time to create the guidelines and rules that make clear how to
retain and encourage cottage clusters, as per the Comp Plan. Creating those guidelines would help the applicant be
able to meet the requirements of the Comp Plan and fit their project within the whole of the cottage cluster. Please don't
penalize this existing cottage cluster, and try to jam in an overly large project, just because the City of Palo Alto
hasn’t yet taken the time to create the guidelines to meet its own goal of retaining cottage clusters. If you allow
this project as design, the proposed 850 Boyce project will kill this cottage cluster.

Thank you for receiving my input.

Marion Parr
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Carnahan, David

From: Laurie Barrett, PhD <lbarrettphd@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 12:38 PM

To: Transportation; Council, City

Subject: Re: Middlefield Road Corridor

City of Palo Alto Transportation Department and City Council:

Once again, | am communicating my serious concern about the traffic accidents at the corner of Middlefield and
Forest. Critical accidents at this site have become a monthly occurrence. In fact, over the past 10 months, | have
documented these accidents:

7/19/17 12:50 pm

8/16/17 8:30 am

10/24/17 11:15 am

10/24/17 2 pm (yes, 2 accidents in the same day)
11/7/17 12:40 pm

2/22/18 8:45 am

3/22/18 9:50 am

4/17/18 12:25 pm

I am in my office 6 hours a day, 3 days a week. | can only imagine the many more accidents that occur the other
hours outside of those 18 hours/week. | urge the transportation department to do something about this before
another preventable serious injury - or death - occurs. Eight accidents in 10 months seems excessive by
any measure.

I am sending this email to the transportation department as well as the city council, who may not be aware of
this high-risk intersection. I will also be sending the information to the local newspapers.

Laurie Barrett, PhD
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Carnahan, David

From: Erica Brand <erica.w.brand@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 9:53 AM

To: Karen Hendricks

Cc: Council, City; Berkson, Jerry; Paly Principal; Tanaka, Greg; Judd Volino; DuBois, Tom;
Adam Brand; Mello, Joshuah

Subject: Re: PAUSD to grant Easement for City of Palo Alto to begin safety improvements at

where Churchill intersects Castilleja Ave.

(minus the Police and the Palo Alto Weekly)
Dear Ms. Hendricks,

Please advise the best way for me to follow up with Ken Dauber and Todd Collins.
Will you please send an introduction?

Thank you, Erica Brand

On Tue, Apr 10, 2018 at 8:29 AM, Erica Brand <erica.w.brand@gmail.com> wrote:

Thank you, Karen.

I am correcting Joshuah Mello's email address in the cc chain, and adding a link to this
relevant article in the Palo Alto High School Magazine Verde.
http://verdemagazine.com/cycles-of-change-city-responds-to-bike-safety-concerns

The article describes the Sept. 2016 accident at the same spot and includes the following
guotation, which resonates with my family:

"However, even more shocking to Chu was that, following the accident, no permanent
measures were taken to improve the safety of the intersection."

Looking forward to working together to find safer solutions for that busy intersection.
Best Regards, Erica Brand

On Sun, Apr 8, 2018 at 8:58 PM, Karen Hendricks <khendricks@pausd.org> wrote:

Hi Erica,

Thanks so much for contacting me. | was terribly sorry to hear about this accident in February, and your daughter’s
injuries. | can only imagine how scary and impactful this was for her and for your family.
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Please know that I'll review your email thoroughly upon my return to the office this week, and will also share it with

Trustees Ken Dauber and Todd Collins, who are the Board Members assigned to the School / City Liaison Committee.

Sincerely Yours,

Karen

Karen Hendricks

Interim Superintendent

Palo Alto

Unified School District

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

25 CHURCHILL AVENUE

PALO ALTO, CALIFORNIA 94306

(650) 329-3983

Please consider the environment before printing this email.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE TO RECIPIENT(S): This e-mail communication and any attachment(s) may contain information
that is confidential and/or privileged by law and is meant solely for the intended recipient(s). Unauthorized use, review, duplication,
disclosure or interception of this e-mail is strictly prohibited and may violate applicable laws including the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act. If you received this e-mail in error please notify us immediately of the error by return e-mail and
please delete this message and any attachment(s) from your system. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
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From: Erica Brand [mailto:erica.w.brand@gmail.com]
Sent: Saturday, April 7, 2018 6:06 PM
To: Karen Hendricks <khendricks@pausd.org>
Cc: city.council@cityofpaloalto.org; pd@cityofpaloalto.org; Jerry Berkson <jberkson@pausd.org>; Paly Principal
<palyprincipal@pausd.org>; editor@paweekly.com; greg.tanaka@cityofpaloalto.org;
joshua.mello@cityofpaloalto.org; Judd Volino <kazalino@kazalino.com>; tom.dubois@cityofpaloalto.org; Adam Brand
<adamdbrand@gmail.com>
Subject: PAUSD to grant Easement for City of Palo Alto to begin safety improvements at where Churchill intersects
Castilleja Ave.

Dear Superintendent Hendricks,

On Feb 12, 2018, my daughter was hit by a car in the crosswalk at the intersection at Churchill and
Castilleja Ave, immediately south of the Paly football field.

This intersection has been dangerous for a long time. | participated in meetings trying to find a solution in Oct
2016 after another student was hit by a car, and | was left with the understanding that a crossing guard was
not possible, but that the City Council would implement specific planned improvements.

My daughter suffered road rash, a badly sprained tendon in her ankle, and many cuts and bruises. Her
accident could have been far worse, but fortunately when her head hit the ground her helmet protected her
head. She cracked a section of that helmet all the way through. My daughter spent 3 hours at Stanford ER,
and we have been in and out of doctor’s offices ever since. The accident has had severe effects on her
school performance— you know how much homework a Paly sophomore needs to do—and it was incredibly
scary.

Actions are needed to make this intersection safer for the students who face a high level of traffic, often with
no break in the flow of cars. Presently the signage and physical setup does not offer sufficient protection of

the students. There have been many discussions and proposals on how to make this busy intersection more
safe for the students and commuters who use it daily, including:

¢ Installing a raised crosswalk, with flashing lights
e Installing a traffic light
e Hiring a crossing guard

e Blocking traffic between Castilleja and Alma on Churchill
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Please see the plans, shared with me by Councilman Dubois’s office, that have been approved since Jan
2015.
Please see a link to a descriptive slideset about the intersection.

My understanding is that the next step is for PAUSD to grant an easement [for] the Clty of Palo Alto.
e Isthat correct?
e Can it be done by April 307 If not then, when?

e If that is not the correct step, please clarify what needs to happen next.

How can | help? Let’s work together to fix this before anyone else is hurt.

Best Regards, Erica Brand
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Carnahan, David

From: Joe Hirsch <jihirschpa@earthlink.net>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:41 PM

To: James Colton; Council, City

Subject: Re: SB1 proposal and Arastradero Plan

Dear Council members,

| concur with most of what Jim Colton has said below. However, if
the Arastradero Road is working as designed, please understand
that that means hour-long traffic jams at least 3-4 times each
workday, year around. Extending from ECR to the Foothill
Expressway. What used to take me roughly 90 seconds or so to
come from ECR to my home, now can take nine minutes. And that
is only 3/4 mile. Most people avoid making left turns onto
Arastradero as, at times, it can be much less safe than before the
new striping was implemented, as cars are generally riding in one
lane on each side of the roadway, whereas before drivers had two.
In all, most people are extremely unhappy with what has happened
to Arastradero. A new neighborhood review before concrete is
added would be worthwhile, to avoid another Ross Road-type
situation, as Jim Colton has suggested below.

Joe Hirsch
Georgia Avenue

From: Jim Colton

Sent: Apr 16, 2018 3:06 PM

To: city.council@cityofpaloalto.org

Subject: SB1 proposal and Arastradero Plan

Dear City Council,

On the consent calendar for this evening, there is an item that includes an SB1 proposal for funds for
infrastructure improvement that is coupled with approval of the plan for Arastradero improvement. Since the SB1

1
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funds don't have to be used for Arastradero, these two items should be separated. In particular | believe there we
should give Arastradero more consideration before proceeding with the plan for the following reasons:

e City budget is overspent already. Arastradero should be considered with all other needs of the city like Fire
and Police. Is this a need or a want?

e Do we need to spend over $10m on hardscape for a system that is already working the way it was
designed? With the current painted system, bikes are safe and we have some flexibility if cars need to turn
or pull over IN emergencies.

e The aggressive construction on Ross Road has resulted in almost 1000 signatures to a petition to change the
design, more than any other issue has produced. Do we want to have another Ross Road?

Please separate the SB1 proposal from the Arastradero project.

Jim Colton
Georgia Ave
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Carnahan, David

From: Julia Nelson-Gal <julianelsongal@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 8:31 AM

To: Council, City; Keene, James

Subject: Re: The new roundabout.

| apologize for the typos in my previous email, | am speaking into my phone as | walk my dog on Moreno.

I just ran into this staff member, Rosie, doing her job, as | was sending this mail.

¥,

Now that’s commitment!
Thanks for all you do for our community, Julie

Julia Nelson-Gal

Julianelsongal.com

> On Apr 12, 2018, at 8:18 AM, Julia Nelson-Gal <julianelsongal@gmail.com> wrote:

>
>



City of Palo Alto | City Clerk's Office | 4/16/2018 9:44 AM

> Greetings,

>

> Thank you for creating the Ross Road safe routes to school, especially the two roundabouts. 1t’s so nice to not have to
stop at Every four-way stop intersection or to wait for long periods of time will the cyclists go by. It keeps everything
moving and clearly safer.

>

> Thanks again,

> Julia Nelson-Gal

> 890 Marshall Dr.,

> Palo Alto, CA

>

> Julianelsongal.com

>
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Carnahan, David

From: Zhang, Wei (FHWA) <Wei.Zhang@dot.gov>

Sent: Thursday, April 12, 2018 8:00 AM

To: jaquette@gmail.com; Council, City; Mello, Joshuah

Cc: De Geus, Robert; Shikada, Ed; Gaines, Chantal; Star-Lack, Sylvia; Kochevar, Ken (FHWA)
Subject: RE: Traffic analysis data

All:

When | was contacted about this, my impression was that | was just asked to do an unbiased curtesy third party review
of the small traffic circle recently done in the City of Palo Alto, since safety is the common goal. It was never my intent to
get involved in a dispute like this. Official procedures need to be followed for any professional review in this nature,
which is beyond technical. | am copying Ken Kochevar, our California Division Safety Engineer.

| will say that the Bicycle Boulevard initiative is a good thing, and will eventually deliver a safer route network for cyclists
and encourage more people to ride bikes to work/school, which will help build healthy community and reduce car
traffic/pollution. The traffic demand at the intersection is probably in the median range of local roads. There is plenty of
room to accommodate all modes of road users (cars, bikes, pedestrians, etc.).

Wei

From: George Jaquette [mailto:jaquette@gmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 5:27 AM

To: city.council@cityofpaloalto.org; Mello, Joshuah <Joshuah.Mello@cityofpaloalto.org>

Cc: De Geus, Robert <Robert.DeGeus@cityofpaloalto.org>; Shikada, Ed <Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org>; Gaines,
Chantal <Chantal.Gaines@cityofpaloalto.org>; Zhang, Wei (FHWA) <Wei.Zhang@dot.gov>; Star-Lack, Sylvia <Sylvia.Star-
Lack@cityofpaloalto.org>

Subject: Traffic analysis data

Josh-

On Friday it will have been four weeks since | requested the traffic analysis data for the intersection at East
Meadow Road and Ross Road, in writing and in person, required under contract from Alta Design. Specifically,
I asked you to provide data that was due from your former employer (under contract). To be precise, that data
is:

Traffic data collection will be conducted by the CONSULT ANT upon approval by CITY, and is
anticipated to include:

 Seven days of vehicle speed and classification hose counts along each project route (up to 15
locations)

 Seven days of bicyclist and pedestrian counts using video including information on
directionality, for each project, one coW'Lt will include approximate information regarding
bicyclist type (age, gender, helmet use)- (up to 15 locations) -

» Where appropriate, intersection peak hour turning movement counts (up to 16 total)
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My understanding from the California Public Records Act is that you should have provided this information to
me within ten business days. If you do not intend to provide this data, you must have a legal reason to support
your decision. Please let me know why you have not provided this data to me;.

My further understanding is that the outside expert analysis and review that was announced publicly two weeks
ago by Mr. De Gues (March 30th) is pending this same data. We are fortunate that an expert like Dr. Wei
Zhang from the Federal Highway Administration is willing to provide his input, and it is disappointing that you
cannot provide him the traffic analysis data and the engineering design from the newly built construction so that
he can help us address the safety issues that have resulted from this design. Since we all agree that safety is the
primary issue, and research shows that bicycle accidents increase when a small mini-roundabout at low traffic
speeds replaces an intersection with four stop signs, this truly is a matter of urgency. You are on record as
believing that this mini-roundabout with a raised island conforms to engineering design standards (against all
printed guidelines), where many parents (856 and counting) believe it is dangerous -- it is critical that this
data be shared as soon as possible. Please let me know when this data will be made available to me and to the
FHWA expert, or explain the delay.

My children ride through this intersection twice every day, and my concern and my interest have not faded in
the least with the announcement that we are slowing down further construction. I care a great deal about the
dangerous interaction between cars and bikes at the intersection of East Meadow and Ross Roads.

Since the new construction (concrete experiment that does NOT conform to mini-roundabout guidelines) at
Moreno and Ross is continuing, | expect you will find another 800 unhappy Ohlone parents with this new
danger to their commuting children (unsafe experiments masquerading as mini-roundabouts). The city council
WILL hear residents disappointment, now or at the next election. Choose to be on the right side of that vote
(stop digging, redesign these unsafe intersections), and ensure our children are safe riding their bikes to school
every day. 44% of 12,000 kids is 5,000 kids on bikes every day. Do NOT let the parents of Palo Alto down.

So really, when can we get the data?
George

George Jaquette
email: jaguette@gmail.com
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Carnahan, David

From: Suzanne Keehn <dskeehn@pacbell.net>
Sent: Tuesday, April 17, 2018 3:03 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: _

I was quite upset when I read about this lady, and her plight, being evicted
from |l She must not have family, or any other place to go.
Please would one of you check on her, and find a solution. Do we have a
homeless shelter? I know some churches do take people in at night.

Thank you,

Suzanne Keehn
4076 Orme St.
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Carnahan, David

From: Sara Khan <sbkhan25@yahoo.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 14, 2018 11:48 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: Ross Road Bike Blvd: So much more dangerous for everyone - please stop!
Dear Council,

I grew up on Ross Road, where my parents continue to reside, and now have a house of my own in midtown.

It is truly unfathomable how much more dangerous Ross Road has become for drivers, bikers, and pedestrians
alike with what is already in place as part of the "bike boulevard".

Among other things:

1. It has become difficult and dangerous to back out of my parent's driveway due to a huge bump out on corner
which now makes the street too narrow and affects visibility, increasing the chance of a collision. We used to be
able to back up without entering traffic lane going in the opposite direction. That is no longer possible.

2. Our neighbors have a flag lot behind my parents home and the other day came knocking to ask if we could
park our van further further down the street as they could no longer safely back out of their own drivewayand
were trying to increase visibility for themselves.

3. We now have to weave around and in-between barriers whether driving or biking.

4. It is confusing and unclear where autos and bikes merge and unmerge.

5. In some sections, the road has been narrowed to such a degree that it is impossible for two cars going in
opposite directions to safely pass one another.

6. In some sections of the road, there are four parallel bumps (two in each lane) while in others there are three,
in which case | end up with one car tire on a bump and the other in the cutout for cyclists and can't help but feel
there is something wrong with this scenario.

7. 1 have a subcompact SUV and the round-about at Ross and Moreno feels much too narrow.

8. They have installed sign poles directly in the walkway so you cannot get a wheelchair/walker/large buggy
past without going off the sidewalk or into neighboring bushes. Is this legal?

I find myself avoiding Ross at all costs now, coming down Louis now to the extent | can. On a somewhat
related note, yesterday, | was at the corner of Clara and Ross where construction was in progress and needed to
turn left but could not figure out how to do so safely. | finally had to roll down my window and ask one of the
workers.

Any safety benefits of slowing down traffic have been more than offset by the unsafe conditions created by the
design of this particular boulevard. The simple fact that one has to ponder how to navigate the road tells you
there is something inherently wrong.

Please stop the construction, rethink, redesign and reverse as needed. This is our community, our home, our tax
dollars and our lives.

Finally, I am greatly disappointed that the only notice we ever received from the city of the boulevard was a
postcard announcing the implementation roll-out. How did that happen?
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Carnahan, David

From: Alpa Shah <shah_alpa@yahoo.com>
Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 11:38 AM

To: Council, City

Subject: Ross Road Project

Alpa Shah

800 Sycamore Drive
Palo Alto, CA 94303

April 15, 2018

RE: Ross Road Roundabouts Projects

To the City of Palo Alto:

I want to voice my opinion on this matter due to the safety hazards the Ross Road project has created for the children in
our community. | am disappointed that the city approved this project without informing and involving the neighbors on or
off Louis Road, or taking into consideration the number of people it impacts.

Louis Road is already an unsafe route - there are too many reckless drivers who speed, run through stop signs, and make
illegal u-turns by Palo Verde. Now, there will be more cars on this road, as the traffic moves over from Ross Road to
avoid the roundabouts. Who decided it was a good idea to move more traffic to a road that has two elementary schools on
or one block from the road?

Bicyclists on Ross Road have to go into traffic consisting of aggressive drivers to go around the roundabouts. | have seen
drivers become even more frustrated and impatient when they are slowed down by bicyclists. This new construction is a
recipe for disaster. As my friend George Jaquette has pointed out, there is research to prove the hazards created by such a
road construction.

I am all for creating a safe environment for bicyclists. | have two kids - one going to JLS and the other at Palo Verde - and
they both ride their bikes to and from school and to the Eichler Swim & Tennis facility.

There are many, many families extremely upset about this project. Please take the time to read these letters, whether
through email, direct mail, or social media, and consider making changes to make this city a more safe place for all
families; not just the few people who voiced their opinions to make changes on Ross Road before the project began.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Alpa Shah
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Carnahan, David

From: ForestLight <forest129@yahoo.com>

Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 6:45 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: SB1 and the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project

To the Honorable Mayor Kniss and City Council Members:

We are writing you in support of including the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project in the SB1 funds for infrastructure improvement so that the hardscape
portion of the project can finally be completed.

For the past fourteen years, the Charleston/Arastradero Corridor Project in its various phases has received unanimous approval from every City Council who
reviewed it. The performance measures for the trial have been met. However, the safety features that were built into the design will not be fully realized until the
hardscape is in place. The primary goal of the project - to create a safer environment for our school children to walk and bike to eleven public and private corridor
schools and for other road users— will not be achieved until the hardscape is in place.

The current striping was intended as a paint trial to see if the city could maintain road operations with a lane reduction. The trial was successful maintaining point-
to-point travel times. But the safety improvements have not been implemented yet.

The assumption that the current configuration is safe for bicycles (or cars, for that matter) is not born out by the continuing collisions that occur on the corridor. |
don't think you could find a traffic engineer who would tell you that a street without a hardscaped median is safer that one with a hardscaped median. Further, it
ignores the fact that bike lanes completely disappear on the approaches to the dangerous El Camino intersection. It also ignores the signalization and lane
capacity improvements at Terman that are included in the hardscape implementation which will improve road operations. Finally, it ignores the new off-road multi-
use paths that will enable wrong-way riders from land-locked neighborhoods south of Arastradero to get safely off the street.

We ride bikes regularly and walk and drive on the corridor frequently. It is painfully apparent that the previously approved improvements are acutely

needed. Many citizens like me have worked hard with the City for fourteen years to create the best possible plan to balance the needs of all street users. This
process has as required an enormous commitment of time, careful research, resources and energy. Please follow though on the promises made fourteen years
ago and those made steadily thereafter. A nexus study was done, multiple phases of striping trial were implemented and reviewed. Citizens (including us) have
attended countless community meetings and public hearings. We strongly believe the City is obligated to follow through on the commitments made related to this
project..

In addition, the Corridor factors into the City’s Safe Routes to School goal network of bike and pedestrian routes and helps in making the City a premiere bike
friendly environment.
It is imperative that the job be finished as designed.....and it needs to be finished now...for the safety of our children and all Palo Altans

Please don't leave the project hanging. Please approve the funding to finish this important project that implements the vision of our Comprehensive Plan without
any further delay.

Thank you.
Michael & Judith Maurier

Fairmede Ave., Palo Alto
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Carnahan, David

From: Aram James <abjpdl@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 7:00 PM
To: paloaltofreepress@gmail.com; stevendlee@alumni.duke.edu;

sdremann@paweekly.com; Jonsen, Robert; HRC; swagstaffe@smcgov.org; Council, City;

Binder, Andrew; gkirby@redwoodcity.org; citycouncil@menlopark.org;

council@redwoodcity.org; jrosen@da.sccgov.org; molly.o'neal@pdo.sccgov.org
Subject: See what happens when police inappropriately turn off body worn cameras

http://sfpublicdefender.org/news/2018/01/man-acquitted-after-officer-turns-off-body-cam/

Shared via the Google app

Sent from my iPhone
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Carnahan, David

From: Rita Chang <ritachangl@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, April 15, 2018 4:01 PM

To: Council, City; Tom DuBois; liza.kolbasov@gregtanaka.org
Subject: Solving Palo Alto traffic snarls

Attachments: PA-traffic-improvement-ideas.pdf

Dear PA City Council member:

I'm writing to let you know of the many opportunities to improve the experiences of people who navigate Palo
Alto by car.

I'm certain that these people (residents and non-residents) are enduring many time-wasting and frustrating
moments SO your attention to this matter would be greatly appreciated.

Please see the attached. | would be more than happy to discuss with you in person.
Many thanks.

Rita
415 323 8244



Rita Chang

686 Georgia Ave
Palo Alto, CA 94306
415 323 8244

April 15, 2018
Dear City Council member:

I'm writing to let you know there are many opportunities to improve the experiences of
people who navigate Palo Alto by car.

I'm certain that these people (residents and non-residents) are enduring many time-
wasting and frustrating moments so your attention to this matter would be greatly
appreciated.

1 - Lights at train tracks should reset after train passes

The number one, and most frustrating experience for those of us who have to cross the
Caltrain tracks, is that the lights do not recalibrate after the train crossing gates are
lifted. That is, after the train the lights continue favor Alma, and do not make any
adjustments for the As you can imagine, this causes significant backup during commute
hours. Then, to make things worse, the stoplight is green for ta fixed time, so not
enough cars can pass through to relieve the congestion. Can you please fix this.

2 - Too many "dumb" lights

The other issue | would like to bring to your attention is that during periods of light traffic,
there seems to be many "dumb" stoplights. That is, there are times when intersection
comes to a standstill because the waiting cars cannot move based on stoplights that
seem to be on some irrational timer. As a result, cars are waiting for prolonged periods
at an intersection where there is an absence of cross-traffic. This of course wastes
people's time and burns fuel unnecessarily.

In particular, on weekends the light on Waverly near JLS seems to be fixed on a timer.
So even though there are no pedestrians or vehicles trying to cross East Meadow, the
traffic on East Meadow is forced crossing Waverly at the command of the stoplight.

3 - no more roundabouts!

| haven't been attending the meetings about this misguided project but it seems like the
city is trying to fix problems where there is none with the roundabout on Ross and East
Meadow. This has become a dangerous intersection for cyclists and the narrow
passage has caused damage to my car, albeit minor. This was not smart, as I'm sure
you've heard many times.

4 - too many unnecessary stop signs



There are stop signs that are placed throughout Palo Alto streets that seem to benefit a
few residents at the expense of many. To give you an example, please tell me the
purpose of the stop signs at Georgia Street and Crosby Place. The latter is a cul de sac
that at most probably have no more than 15 people a day coming and going, if even
that. Many many more people are crossing Georgia! Did the residents of Crosby ask for
the stop sign? A yield sign on that street would be infinitely more appropriate. The same
goes for another route | frequently travel. Heading southeast on Wilkie Way towards
West Charleston, | encounter too many stop signs that seem unjustified -- again, how
appropriate is requiring the Wilkie Way traffic to stop for the lesser dead end streets?
Seems like the traffic should be managed in a way to favor Wilkie Way which is more of
a thoroughfare than these side streets like Tennessee Lane that are dead end. Again, |
would like to ask what is the reasoning behind these stop signs?

5 - Miranda/Foothills/Arastadero

Please find a solution for managing the traffic where Arastadero and Foothills and
Miranda Ave meet. The city needs to put a right-turn-only lane to serve Miranda
exclusively and direct the right-turners to Foothills into a later lane. This would relieve a
lot of the backup in this area.
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Carnahan, David

From: Sharleen Fiddaman <sf@sharleenfiddaman.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 5:22 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: stop roundabouts

Council Members,

Please terminate the proposed plan for roundabouts in our neighborhoods. They are great for major wide
intersections as in England, but not here. In our narrow city streets they are a hazard to the safety of bicyclist
and cars. A 4-way stop is far more effective!

There is no reason for one on Bryant and N. California Ave. as there is almost no traffic, it eliminates precious
parking spaces, and frankly they are ugly! Drive the area to see for yourself.

Sharleen Fiddaman
Webster and N. California Ave., Palo Alto

This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software.
www.avast.com

avast
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Carnahan, David

From: Rod Lehman <rod.lehman@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2018 2:33 PM

To: Council, City

Subject: Stop the Construction of New Dangerous Intersections.
Dear City Council.

Kids have been hurt already on the stretch of Ross Road with new concrete bulbouts. Research shows that small
roundabouts at low-speed intersections increase bicycle accidents. These changes are making the streets of Palo
Alto dangerous for children. You are not listening to the thousands of people who have signed online petitions

about this issue and want the head of the transportation department to be fired over his lack of response.

Many of also are concerned about the unsafe construction practices being used by Granite on these
projects. We have taken pictures and are filing complaints with the state board of contractors.

These roundabout and bulbout construction projects are a waste of millions of taxpayer dollars. Thousands of
us are so upset by this waste that we are committed to vote down whatever bond initiative that you put on the
ballot next - regardless of the projects involved. In fact, we will donate hundreds of thousands of dollars to the
"No" campaign to defeat it.

Rod Lehman
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Carnahan, David

From: Keri Wagner <keriwagner@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2018 4:54 PM

To: Council, City

Cc: Keri Wagner

Subject: Support for Charleston/Arastradero plan

Dear Council Members —

| urge you to support the final implementation of the Charleston/Arastradero safety improvements. Even though the
current plan only uses paint, bicycle and pedestrian safety has been demonstrably improved since the trial was
implemented years ago. Personally, | am comfortable biking down Arastradero now and | would not consider it when
the road was a 4-lane thoroughfare. The turn lanes have markedly improved safety for drivers and residents.

The project has proven itself to be viable and increase safety. It’s time to finish the improvements. South Palo Alto has
been waiting for many years to finish this construction.

Thank you for the work you’re doing to improve safety for our pedestrians, cyclists, and car users.
Keri Wagner

311 Edlee Ave

Palo Alto
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Carnahan, David

From: George Jaquette <jaquette@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 13, 2018 12:00 PM

To: Council, City

Cc: Mello, Joshuah; De Geus, Robert; Shikada, Ed; Gaines, Chantal

Subject: The Ross Road petition is over 900 signatures, many comments worth reading
Attachments: RoundaboutPetitionP1.png; RoundaboutPetitionP2.png

Gregory, Tom, Eric, Adrian, Karen, Liz, Lydia, Greg & Cory-

First, thank you for hitting pause on construction while the city seeks outside input on the designs being
implemented. It is clear that many of us were surprised and disappointed by these investments, and it will be
useful to have independent analysis performed.

I have met a couple of you in person about this project, and understand th