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Title: 375 Hamilton Avenue, Downtown Garage: The Planning and 
Transportation Commission Will Hold a Public Scoping Meeting 
on the Notice of Preparation for an Environmental Impact 
Report for the Replacement of a Surface Parking Lot  with 
Parking Structure. Public Input is Encouraged. For More 
Information, Please Contact Holly Boyd at 
holly.boyd@cityofpaloalto.org 

From: Hillary Gitelman 
 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends the Planning and Transportation Commission (PTC) take the following 
action(s): 
 

1. Conduct an Environmental Review Scoping Meeting for the Public Parking Garage 
Project at 375 Hamilton Avenue. 

 
Report Summary 

The purpose of this public meeting is to provide interested persons an opportunity to comment 
on environmental issues they think the city should examine or study in the Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR). This type of meeting is referred to as a scoping meeting and while not 
legally required for this project, having an opportunity like this for early public consultation can 
be helpful to all parties.  
 
The PTC’s role in this meeting is to provide an opportunity for public comment and to offer its 
own perspective about issues that should be studied. Importantly, this meeting is not intended 
to serve as a forum for dialogue about the merits of the project.  Once a planning entitlement 
application has been received, noticed public hearings will provide an opportunity for public 
comment on the proposed project.  
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Background 
Project Information 
Owner:  City of Palo Alto 

Architect:  Watry Design, Inc. 

Representative:  Holly Boyd, Public Works Senior Engineer, Project Manager 

Legal Counsel:  City Attorney  

 
Property Information 
Address: 375 Hamilton Avenue 

Neighborhood: Downtown Business District 

Lot Dimensions & Area: L-shaped lot; 29,200 square feet of surface parking lot area 

Housing Inventory Site: No 

Located w/in a Plume: No 

Protected/Heritage Trees: Yes 

Historic Resource(s): Site is non-historic; adjacent is 526 Waverley Street, a Category 3 
resource on the City’s Historic Inventory; across Hamilton is the US 
Post Office, a Category 1 and National Registered resource  

Existing Improvement(s): The site is surfaced with asphalt and trees in planters or use as a 
surface parking lot available to the public 

Existing Land Use(s): Public Facilities - Surface parking lot 
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Adjacent Land Uses & 
Zoning: 

Subject site is zoned Public Facilities; all adjacent sites are zoned 
Downtown Commercial 
West: 345 Hamilton, 1958 building occupied by AT&T and Excel Aviation  
East: 526 Waverley, a 1928 building, Category 3 historic resource recently 
retail use (Palo Alto Sport Shop and Toy World Inc.) 
East: 550-552 Waverley, a 1952 building occupied by the Prolific Oven retail 
bakery and Day One retail store, 
East: 558-560 Waverley, a 1938 building housing the Tai Pan Restaurant on 
the ground floor and second office space. 
South: Post Office  
North: CVS Pharmacy 

  

Special Setbacks: 7 feet Along Hamilton Avenue 

 
Aerial View of Property:   

 
Source: Google 
 

Land Use Designation & Applicable Plans/Guidelines 
Zoning Designation: Public Facilities (PF) 

Comp. Plan Designation: Public Facilities 

Context-Based Design: Context Based Criteria are not contained in PF regulations 

Downtown Urban Design: NA 

SOFA II CAP: NA 
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Baylands Master Plan: NA 

ECR Guidelines ('76 / '02): NA 

Proximity to Residential 
Uses or Districts (150'): Not within 150 feet of residential uses or district 

Located w/in AIA 
(Airport Influence Area): NA 

Prior City Reviews & Action 
City Council: December 2016: Council directed cost and impacts analysis and 

directed staff to proceed with design and environmental review. The 
Council staff report is viewable here: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/55028  
April 11, 2017: Council provided direction on legislative approach. 
The Council staff report is viewable here: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/56784 
The video of the Council meeting is viewable here: 
http://midpenmedia.org/city-council-123/ 
Council meeting minutes are viewable here: 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/57557 

PTC: None 

HRB: None 

ARB: None 

 
Environmental Review 
The subject project has been preliminarily assessed in accordance with the authority and 
criteria contained in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the State CEQA 
Guidelines, and the environmental regulations of the City. The Scoping Session is an optional 
first stage in the environmental review process when the Lead Agency has determined an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required for the project.  The Notice of Preparation (NOP) 
and Initial Study (IS, Attachment A) were uploaded to the City website for the project on May 8, 
2017. Notice of the NOP appeared in the Palo Alto Weekly on May 12, 2017, and the Draft 
Initial Study was circulated to the State Clearinghouse.  
 
Initial Study 
The attached IS notes the project has the potential to result in significant impacts and that it 
could meet specific conditions set forth in CEQA, necessitating detailed analysis. It is possible 
that sufficient mitigation measures could be developed to reduce impacts to ‘less than 
significant’ levels.  It is also possible that mitigation measures would not reduce impacts and 
that Council could consider adopting a Statement of Overriding Considerations. 

 
The IS identifies several topic areas needing further study, and several potential adverse 
impacts upon the environment; it was published on May 12, 2017.  The IS notes the project as 
having potentially significant impacts in the following categories: Aesthetics, Air Quality, 
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, 

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/56784
http://midpenmedia.org/city-council-123/
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/civicax/filebank/documents/57557
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Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology/Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Noise, 
Public Services, Transportation and Traffic, Utilities/Service Systems, Energy, and Tribal Cultural 
Resources.  
 
The Council will be the decision-making body for the project and will make the final 
determination with respect to the EIR.  The Council may approve or deny the project.  If the 
Council approves the project, the Council may adopt mitigation measures to lessen the 
identified environmental effects. Council may also consider making a statement of overriding 
considerations related to impacts that are not mitigated to “less than significant” status. 

 
Public Notification, Outreach & Comments 
Notice of PTC meeting and availability of the Notice of Preparation were published in the Palo 
Alto Weekly on May 12, 2017. The PTC meeting notice was again published on May 19, 2017 
which is 12 days in advance of the meeting. The Public Works Department webpage for this 
project can be found:   www.cityofpaloalto.org/downtowngarage. 
 
Public Comments 
As of the writing of this report, no project-related, public comments were received.  Following 
submittal of a planning entitlement application, additional analysis may be required as part of 
the Draft Environmental Impact Report. 
 

Report Author & Contact Information PTC1 Liaison & Contact Information 
Amy French, Chief Planning Official Jonathan Lait, AICP, Assistant Director 

(650) 329-2336 (650) 329-2679 
amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org  jonathan.lait@cityofpaloalto.org 

 
Attachments: 

 Attachment A: Notice of Preparation and Signed Initial Study (PDF) 

                                                      
1
 Emails may be sent directly to the PTC using the following address: planning.commission@cityofpaloalto.org  

http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/downtowngarage
mailto:amy.french@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:jonathan.lait@cityofpaloalto.org
mailto:planning.commission@cityofpaloalto.org
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