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Task Force Mission, Goal & RecommendationTask Force Mission, Goal & Recommendation
MissionMission:: To recommend an achievable and measurable set of policies 

and actions to meet or beat the Governor’s greenhouse gas 
emission-cutting goals

2000 levels by 2010
1990 levels by 2020, and
80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050

GoalGoal:: To achieve significant, measurable reductions of greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions in the Palo Alto/Stanford area through 
positive actions in all sectors of the population

Overall Recommendation:Overall Recommendation:
Community businesses, institutions and residents take 

individual and collective action to reduce their environmental 
footprint.

Council direct staff to evaluate and recommend alternatives to 
achieve climate neutrality in City government operations and 
community-wide activities that contribute to global warming

Lobby regional, state, and federal agencies to address climate 
change impacts of human activities.
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Core RecommendationsCore Recommendations
OVERALL:OVERALL:

• Develop and implement a Climate Action Plan
BASELINE:BASELINE:

• Inventory emissions for City operations
• Encourage/challenge businesses to participate
• Develop emissions estimation tools

REDUCTION STRATEGIES:REDUCTION STRATEGIES:
• Energy
• Transportation
• Built Environment

EDUCATION: EDUCATION: 
• Instill a Moral Imperative
• Familiarize and Motivate
• Partnership
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Reduction StrategiesReduction Strategies

• Fuel-efficient vehicles
• Alternative fuels
• Mass transit availability
• Parking incentives 
• Biking and walking
• Electronic alternatives to travel
• School commuting
• Lobbying – Region, State, National

Reduce emissions from City 
vehicle fleet and commuting
activities.
Work with regional 
transportation agencies to 
advance availability and 
ridership of public 
transportation and low-
emissions transportation.

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION

• Green Buildings
• Energy Efficiency
• Solar Energy
• Residential energy 

consumption ordinance 
(RECO)

• Landscape
• Pedestrian and Transit 

Planning

• Energy efficiency
• Renewable energy
• Urban forest
• Projects or offsets 
• Emissions inventory 

Research and 
development

Evolve green building
and transit-oriented 
development from 
exception to mainstream.

Reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions from 
electricity and natural 
gas usage to achieve 
climate neutrality by 
2020

BUILT ENVIRONMENTBUILT ENVIRONMENTENERGYENERGY

Lead by Example
Incentives
Codes & Rules
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Palo Alto COPalo Alto CO22 Emissions by Source Emissions by Source –– 20052005
Estimated 644,000 metric tons in 2005

Per capita emissions ~11.3 metric tons per person. CA average is ~11.0
No one source dominates
City operations account for 3% of total

Air 
Transport 

10%

Utility Natural 
Gas 26%

Passenger 
Cars 18%

Utility 
Electricity 23%

Trucks & 
Other Road 
Transport 
23%

ENERGY 49%ENERGY 49% TRANSPORTATION 51%TRANSPORTATION 51%

90% of commute emissions 
are generated by single 
occupants in vehicles

For travelers, flights are a major 
source of emissions

95% of non-commute personal 
transport emissions due to cars

Trucks and other 
vehicles are the biggest 
portion of road transport 
emissions

Lighting
Cooling

Refrigeration
Office Equipment

Ventilation

Heating
Hot Water

Cooking
Pools

Laundry

Estimates exclude non-CO2 gases, rail, marine & off-road vehicles, landfill, CO2 from cement, propane
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COCO22 Emissions by SubEmissions by Sub--entityentity
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COCO22 Emissions by CategoryEmissions by Category
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Palo Alto Customers are Aware of and Palo Alto Customers are Aware of and 
Concerned about Global Warming  Concerned about Global Warming  

38%
45%

68%
17%

20%
16%

26%
77%
76%

72%
81%

59%
52%

60%
70%

45%
46%48%

61%

Most Scientists
Agree**

Utility Very
Involved

More Serious Now

Very concerned̂

Very familiar*

CPAU 2006
Muni 2006
NCPA 2006
IOU 2006

*Percent responding 8, 9 or 10 on a 0 (not at all familiar) to 10 (very familiar) scale
^Percent responding 8, 9 or 10 on a 0 (not at all concerned) to 10 (very concerned) scale
**Time/ABC News/Stanford Poll (April 3, 2006): 35% in U.S. say “most scientists agree”

CMUA/CPAU Electric Customer Survey 2006 by RKS Consulting

April 23, 2007April 23, 2007 City Council MeetingCity Council Meeting 1010

Not sure
15%

Not at all willing^
20%

Somewhat 
unwilling

5% Neutral
8%

Somewhat willing
7%

Very willing*
45%

Willingness to Pay 5% Higher Cost for Electricity to Help Willingness to Pay 5% Higher Cost for Electricity to Help 
Fund Solutions to Global Warming/Climate ChangeFund Solutions to Global Warming/Climate Change

*Percent responding 8, 9 or 10 on a 0 (not at all willing) to 10 (very willing) scale
^Percent responding 0, 1 or 2 on a 0 (not at all willing) to 10 (very willing) scale
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Progress HighlightsProgress Highlights
COMMUNITYCOMMUNITY

Step-it Up 2007 Climate Action Festival
Palo Alto Business Goes Green – Chamber of Commerce
Palo Alto School District Sustainability Committee & “Green Teams”
Sustainable Silicon Valley
Neighboring Communities

COUNCIL and CITY GOVERNMENTCOUNCIL and CITY GOVERNMENT
Policies and Commitments

Climate Protection a Council Top Priorities for 2007 CMR:163:07
ICLEI Cities for Climate Protection Campaign CMR:426:06
CMUA GHG Reduction Principles CMR:315:06
US Mayor’s Agreement on Climate Protection
Sustainability Policy CMR 175:01
Green Government Pledge CMR 284:99
Comprehensive Plan
Cool Cities

Actions and Achievements
Certified Emissions Inventory 
Green Power Community
Palo Alto Green #1 Again
Long-term Energy Plan
Transportation, Green Building and Waste Reduction
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Climate Protection Plan: TargetsClimate Protection Plan: Targets
The GRTF recommended two specific targets. The GRTF recommended two specific targets. 
Staff proposes to develop Plan recommendations with Staff proposes to develop Plan recommendations with 

these targets as the main guiding reference point. these targets as the main guiding reference point. 

1.1. Meet or beat the GovernorMeet or beat the Governor’’s greenhouse gas s greenhouse gas 
emissionemission--cutting goals of cutting goals of 
a.a. 2000 levels by 2010, 2000 levels by 2010, 
b.b. 1990 levels by 2020, and 1990 levels by 2020, and 
c.c. 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

2.2. Achieve climate neutrality in utilities operations by Achieve climate neutrality in utilities operations by 
2020, where 2020, where ““climate neutralclimate neutral”” means as close as is means as close as is 
feasible and practical to zero, similar to the goals of feasible and practical to zero, similar to the goals of 
the Zero Waste Strategic Plan.the Zero Waste Strategic Plan.
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RecommendationRecommendation
Staff requests that Council:Staff requests that Council:

1. Direct staff to recommend revisions to the 1. Direct staff to recommend revisions to the 
City Sustainability Policy to incorporate City Sustainability Policy to incorporate 
Climate Protection and return to Council in Climate Protection and return to Council in 
May or June 2007.May or June 2007.

2. Direct staff to complete development of a 2. Direct staff to complete development of a 
Climate Protection Plan and return to Council Climate Protection Plan and return to Council 
in November 2007.in November 2007.


